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PIM' FACi:. 


Many  an  intcrestiiv:;  ch;iptcr  in  Now  England  history, 
is  yet  unwritten.  The  inj.tcriiils  for  such  histories  arc  Ut 
be  found,  partly  in  the  recollections  (;f  the  t;cncration  far 
advanced  in  years,  and  rapidly  passincr  away  ;  and  partly, 
in  those  piles  of  ancient  pamphlets  and  manuscripts  which 
are  regarded  as  worthless,  and  therefore  arc  left  to  be  scat- 
tered and  destroyed.  Both  these  sources  (^f  information 
are  constantly  diniinisb.inu^  :  and-  already  ma.ny  a  valuable 
paper  or  retentive  memory,  wdiich  mi;;lit  have  tiirown  li.;hl 
on  some  question  of  local  historv,  is  lost  to  us  hcyond 
recovery.  It  was  the  hope  of  L^atherin'j;  up  and  nxini;  in  a 
permanent  form  some  of  thcsj  scattered  fragments  and 
floating  traditions  which  have  come  down  to  us,  that  hn^ 
led  the  writer  to  undertake  this  brief  sketch  of  the  church 
in  this  place.  And  the  previous  remarks  have  received  a 
singularly  forcible  illustration,  in  the  preparation  of  tills 
Sketch.  Scarcely  liad  it  bi  m  hrou^dit  to  a  dose,  when  the 
individual  vvlio  was  the  most  desirous  of  having;  it  prepar- 
ed, and  wlio  furnished  by  fa.r  the  largest  amount  of  mate- 
rials, was  suddenly  reir.ovL'd  by  ib  ath.  Had  it  been  de- 
layed One  year  lon  j.er,  some  parts  of  it  could  nevi  r  have 
been  written.  As  an  assistant  in  trds  work,  no  living  per- 
son could  supply  his  place. 
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I  wish  in  t]ih  connrTtion  to  acknowledge  my  jrrcat  in- 
debtedness to  Jicv.  S.  F.  lUicklin,  tor  many  valuaMc  sug- 
gestions, and  also  to  Mrs.  S.  Tl.  L.mi.:,  lor  the  communica- 
tion of  some  important  tacts  ;  to  Kev.  H.  Al«^aT,  pastor  ot" 
the  West  Church  in  tliis  town,  ibr  tlie  use  of  vahialjle  pa- 
pers  in  his  possession;  and  to  Ilt-v.  Dr.  Alh-n  of  North- 
borough,  for  the  privilege  of  examining  some  interesting 
manuscripts,  and  especially  for  the  use  of  his  ilistury  uf 
the  town  of  Northborough." 

This  sketch  is  a  mere  outline  and  nothing  more.  1  can- 
not but  hope  that  some  measures  may  ])e  taken  to  have  a 
complete  history  of  the  town  ])rcparod.  Sr.ch  a  work 
would  involve  considerable  expense  and  a  large  amount  of 
labor,  and  should  receive  en'^ouragement  if  not  assistance 
from  the  town.  It  is  now  nearly  two  liundred  years  since  its 
Incorporation.  Several  sections  have  been  set  off  from  it. 
and  erected  into  separate  townships.  Valuable  materials 
are  already  at  hand,  and  nnaiy  more  mi^iit  be  collected  a^ 
the  basis  of  such  a  history.  And  could  a  person  of  suf- 
ficient leisure  and  taste  for  such  inquiries,  be  induced  to 
gather  them  up  and  combine  tiicm  into  a  simple  narrative, 
it  would  furnish  a  record  of  no  ordin.iry  interest  and  value. 
Every  year  of  delay  will  increase  the  dliliculty  of  prepar- 
ing- such  a  historv  :  because  some  valuable  document  mav 
be  destroyed,  or  some  venerable  father,  learned  in  all  our 
traditions,  may  be  taken  from  us,  and  liuis  sources  of  in- 
formation may  be  io-t  wbieh  can  never  be  re_:ainc.l. 

L.  A.  r. 


niSTOJUCAL  .-KriCll. 


The  Eeconls  of  tliis  C'hurrii.  previous  to  ihr 
year  1700,  have  1)P(mi  irr«:'('overal)lv  lo^t.  Its 
early  history  therefore,  eau  r.ever  be  full\-  w  rit- 
ten.  The  few  iiieideiits  ^vhieh  we  have  \n'vn 
able  to  gather  up  from  other  sources  of  uifor- 
mation,  are  probably  iiearlv  all  that  can  now 
be  collected  of  any  i^^vcni  ini[)ortanc(\  That 
which  is  gone,  and  can  never  b(^  restored,  we 
must  be  content  to  lo<e. 

This  Town  was  ineorp(n-at(Hl  in  the  year 
1660,  but  the  church  \\as  not  organized  till 
six  years  afterwards,  in  1(^^().  In  the  early 
settlements  of  tlie  country,  th  were  religious 
assemblies  and  preaehini:,  otu^n  for  several 
years,  before  a  church  wa^  lorint  d  (u-  a  pa-tor 
ordained.  The  exact  date  of  the  f  )rniatioii  of 
this  church,  cannot  now  be  ascertaincnl  witli 
certainty.  Ihit  from  t!i'^  f t  that  churches 
were  often  organizcnl  at  th(^  time  of  the  (udi- 
nation  of  the  pa.-.tor,  we  may  infer  as  mu>t 
1* 
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probable,  that  tliis  rhurrli  wns  i^atlirrfd  when 
the  first  minister  wa>^  setth\l  O'  t.  In 
1662,  a  rate  Avas  mndiM.f  12  ponce  per  acre 
upon  all  housr-lots  Ibr  buiUling  a  Meeting 
House;  and  in  ]()(;!.  a  rate  of  pence  for 
finishing  it.  This  House  stood  on  t!ie  old 
Common,  and  was  afterwanis  burnt  bv  the 
Indians.  The  Connnon  it-elf,  wliich  \va>  the 
cause  of  much  di>[)iit(\  was  purchased  of  an 
Indian  named  Ananrd^s. 

William  Brini>nieud  \\as  the  first  scttl-d 
minister  of  this  town.  He  was  a  native  of 
Dorchester,  and  pr()b:ii)ly  the  s'ui  of  Jolui 
Brimsmead,  who  lived  there  in  liv!^.  He  was 
educated  at  Harvard  Cullrge,  i)ut  ne\cr  re- 
ceived a  deyree.  In  conseti'ience  of  the  Col- 
lege term  being  lengthened  from  three  to  f  jur 
years,  the  cLiss  to  which  lie  bcd'Miged  did  not 
graduate  till  tlie  year  Uil"^;  but  he,  ^vith  six- 
teen others,  left  in  llUT.  Tt  seems  that  meas- 
ures were  early  adopted  in  tlii-  place  for  main- 
taining public  worshi[)  ;  :is  Mr.  Ibrim-mcad  was 
preaching  here  as  early  as  Se[)t.  He 
afterwards  left  and  [)r(  aclpul  fbr  a  time  in  Tiy- 
mouth,  where  he  was  in\  itrd  to  <ettle,  but  de- 
clined the  call.  He  returned  airain,  and  was  set- 
tled in  1666,  Oct.  o,  wi:li  a  .-alary  of  about  £10. 


Ill  th.'  tuwn  V()tO(l  to  :i  hoii^c  for 

tlioir  iiiiiu>trr  on  :i  lot  reserved  lor  that  pur- 
pose.  This  liouv;  <[nin\  not  far  from  the  old 
Meeting  Ilou^e,  on  tlu^  west  side  of  the  hill 
vvhieh  rises  Ijack  of  th(^  Common,  and  traiHtioii 
says  was  set  on  iivr  'oy  tin*  Indians.  It  was 
bnilt  by  conira'  t  tor  I'l  ).  and  a  rate  of  7 1 
pence  was  made  on  all  Iion>e-lots,  fur  the  pav- 
ment  of  the  sum. 

Mr.  Ik-imsiurad  [)reaehe(l  [in  l^loetion  Sermon 
in  1G81,  wliieli  w,i>  prinn.d.  Anionic  the  pa- 
pers made  n>e  of  by  Prinei^  in  \vritinu^  his  An- 
nals, was  a  Journal  in  I/atiu  k('[)t  bv  him  from 
1665  to  U)!)o.  lie  was  ne\er  marrieil,  and 
tradition  says  unifoi  inly  refused  to  l)a[)tize  ehd- 
dren  born  on  the  S  ibi)a:h.  DuriuLr  the  hist 
part  of  his  life  lie  wa.s  in  teeble  health,  and 
unable  to  p.jrf)rni  his  pa-toral  duties  without 
assistance,  lie  died  on  Conuneneement  morn- 
ing, July  od,  1701.  '-'i'lie  dergy  honored  him, 
and  the  magi-^trates  a^kod  his  [)ray(M*s  in  times 
of  difficulty  and  danger."    lie  wa^>  buiied  in 

*  Mr.  Brini^nv  ad  was  not  alone  in  this  singular  practirx*.  Mr. 

Loriii!^  of  SuiHuiry,  fnlluwo*!  rh«»  s.inio custMm  until  a  pair  uf  twiiji 
were  born  to  fH  tli"  SalH.-tli  :  t"r«'ni  lhat  tim«*  his  npiniMiu 
seem  to  have  ni -t  with  a  chaniro  on  the  suhjet-t,  ami  all  were  per- 
mit led  to  receive  tiie  orJi nance. 
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the  old  grave  ynrd.  inul  an  unlettored  stone  still 

remains  to  mark  hiv  rcstini,'  place. 

It  was  (liuuii^  Ml".  15rim^iuf\nrs  miiu<trv, 
that  the  iirst  M(Mnini:  IIoiwc  wn<  hunird.  This 
town,  with  other  ncighborinii:  towns  was  made 
to  share  the  horrors  ot"  Kinir  Phillii)\s  W':\r. 
On  the  20th  of  ^[areh  IimO,  \v\v\c  tin*  p(N)pIe 
were  assembhxl  for  puljlic  woi-iiip,  and  while 
Mr.  Brimsmead  was  in  tlie  mid-t  ot  his  dis- 
conrse,  the  cry  was  raised  that  the  IncHans  were 
advancing  upon  them.  The  ronirn^gation  \\vd 
at  once  to  the  Tort,  wliic  h  was  nnt  far  distant, 
and  succeeded  in  reachinu:  ir  in  salcty  with  hut 
a  single  exception.  Mos(»s  Xc  wton,  while  as- 
sistincr  an  a^red  female  to  eseaoe.  who  must  oth- 
erwise  have  been  captnrefL  n'ri'ivi d  a  musket 
ball  in  his  elbow,  from  the  t'ull  viW  vi  of  which 
he  never  recovered.  The  Mcetinij:  Il«>use, 
many  of  their  dwelliiii:^,  toijether  with  much 
of  their  property,  cat*]t\  fruit  trrt^s,  *!v:c.,  were 
entirely  destroyed.  Ahunied  by  thi^  attack 
and  discourag(Hl  by  tlieir  h^-M^<.  tho  inhabitants 
left  the  place,  and  souglit  protoction  in  a  safer 
and  more  popnh)us  lu^ii^hborhnoiL 

Some  time  in  tlie  early  part  of  tlie  f  )llowin:; 
year,  the  settkrs  returned.  ^-  ^oon  ixiirr  tlu  ir 
return,  they  proceeiUnl  to  the  erection  ot  a  new 


Mcotiiii^  TL)iis(\  wliich,  likt*  the  former,  was 
tliatclicd  with  >{.;i\v,  or  rath(U'  a  species  of  tail 
grass  taken  iVom  a  im^idow,  >iiice  called,  from 
that  eirciiiustanco,  'I'b.itch  M-nuIow.  This 
buikliii^%  \vhich  left  iu  uii  anwiiished  state, 
lasted  but  a  tc^v  years.  In  li)^(),  an  luibuc- 
cessful  attenii)l  was  niad(3  to  i  nlar:^(?  and  rc-[)air 
it;  and  at  lenitth,  in  IGss,  a  lander  and  more 
comniO(Uous  hou<e  was  erect^'d  n'\ir  th(^  site  of 
the  former,  which  histeil  jnort^  tlian  I'JO  vears, 
havmg  stood  till  '"'^    The  oM  Meeting 

House  was  valued  in  lii^^'J  at  t'lO;  and  the 
pulpit  at  £T 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  tlie  first  Cove- 
nant of  tliis  churcli,  called  the  Brimsmcad 
Covenant. 

'OIarlborou-h  Cluircli  Cuvenant  as  it  was  Renewed 
Octob^      15^^'  IGTO. 

We  whose  names  are  hereafter  subscribed.  Inhabitants 
of  Town  of  Marlborou-h  Kuowin-  we  are  very 
Prone  to  otleml  and  Provoke  God  y"  Most  High  both  in 
Heart  and  Lite,  throuij:h  y"  Prcvalcm-y  of  sin  that  Dweil- 
eth  within  us,  and  mardfc-M  temptations  from  with- 
out us;  for  which  wo  haxe  -rcat  Pvca>..n  to  be  im- 
fei'-ncdly  ll  iinhUd  bcior(^  Ciod  from  day  to  day  ;  Do  in 
y«  name  of  our  Loid  Jc-us  with  Dependency  upon  (Jra- 
cious  Assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  Sohmnly  Knter  into  a 

*  Dr.  Alkii's  Hi-^t.  of  Xortlil)oruu-li. 
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Covenant  with  God  ;inJ  one  with  another  accortlin:;  to 

God  as  Ibllo  A'ctli. 

1.  That  haviiii^-  Chosen  and  taken  y"  Lord  .Tchovali  to 
be  our  God  ;  wc  uill  ivdv  him  and  Ck-avc  to  liini  in  Love, 
6c  serve  him  in  Truth  witli  all  our  li<^arts  ;  GiNin"-c  up  our 
selves  to  be  lus  Pc(>[)le,  in  all  thinLTs  to  be  at  his  Dispo- 
sal &  sovcreiLTn  1  Viri. <  tion,  that  wc  may  have  and  liold 
Communion  with  Him  as  members  of  Cbribt'.H  mystical 
Body,  accordin;^  to  his  Ilevcaled  v.  ill,  to  our  Live;*  Knd. 

2.  We  also  J]iud  our  selves  t*)  Brin^  np  our  ChiMrcn 
&  Servants  in  y  knowle-lu^u  and  fear  of  God  by  bis  holy 
Institutions  aorordiui;  t(j  our  licst  Ability,  and,  in 
special  by  y-  use  of  Orth.odox  Catechism  that  y"  True  Re- 
ligion may  be  maintained  in  our  families  whilst  wc  Live; 
yea  among  such  as  sliall  Live  whxn  we  arc  Dead  iSi 
gone. 

3.  Wc  furthermore  Tromise  to  keep  Close  to  y*  truth 
of  Christ,  Endeavoring  with  aiioction  towards  it  in  our 
Hearts,  to  Defend  it  against  all  oppnscrs  thereto  as  God 
sball  call  us  at  any  time  tliereunto  :  which  that  wo  may 
do,  wc  Resolve  to  use  y  11- -ly  Scripture  as  our  IMatform  ; 
whereby  we  may  Discern  y'^  mirul  of  Christ  and  not  }•* 
New  found  Inventions  of  men. 

4.  We  also  Engage  ourselves  to  have  a  careful  Inspec- 
tion over  our  o  .vn  Hearts  so  as  to  Endeavor  by  y«  Vortnc 
of  y«  Death  of  Christ,  y "  n\ortilication  of  all  our  Sinful 
Passions,  worldly  frau\es.  Disorderly  affections,  whtroby 
we  may  be  witlidrawn  from  y'  Li\ing  (iod. 

5.  Wc  moreover  oblige  our.-elves  in  y"  faithful  Im- 
provement of  our  Ability  ^5c  opportunity,  to  worship  God 
according  to  all  Particular  Ir.>tItuiions  of  Clirist  for  hh 
Church,  under  Gospel  Administrations  :  as  to  give  IIcv- 
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erciul  Attention  to  y^'  \v.)r.l  of  (io<l,  to  pray  unto  hiin,  to 
sini;  his  piiiiscs  vS:  to  h^M  Communion  u  iili  lO.n  ii  other 
ill  use  of  b;)tli  the  .Siais;  Xduicly  DaptUni  and  tbo 
Lords  Supper. 

G.  We  I/ike\vl<L'  Pioini.so,  th.it  wo  will  peaceably  sub- 
mit unto  y'^  Disciplint^  appointed  by  C'lirist  in  his  Church 
for  offenders;  obeyiuLC  ihein  that  Rule  over  us  in  y** 
Lord. 

7.  We  also  JUnd  our  selves  to  walk  in  Love  one  to- 
wards another,  llndeavorini;  our  mutual  Edification,  Visi- 
ting, Exhortini;,  Conifor'iii^  as  oceasion  scrveth  ;  And 
warning  any  Jirolher  or  Si>t  t  wliicii  odend**,  not  I)iv«d;^- 
ing  Private  offences  Irregidarly,  Jiut  hetdfully  followinj^ 
ye  several  Precepts  Laid  (li)u  n  by  Christ  for  Ciuirch  Deal- 
ing ;  Matt.  18''^;  L'),  IG.  17,  willin-ly  f )r;;ivin^' all  that 
manifest  unto  judgn\cnt  of  Charity  that  they  truly  repent 
of  all  misearria;_:es. 

Now  to  y  C/od  of  peace  that  Broui;bt  a;;ain  from  y* 
Dead  our  Lord  Jrsus  the  great  Shepbenl  of  y«  hhotp 
through  y^  Blood  of  y''  Everlastin«:  Covenant  ;  make  us 
all  perfect  in  E\ery  good  thini^  to  do  his  will,  working  in 
us  that  which  is  well  pkasiuL:  in  his  s-ght,  throu;:li  Je:>us 
Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  lor  Emt  v.V:  Ever.  Arnen. 

This  Covonant,  witli  a  irw  v  'v])d\  cliaiii:.'^, 
was  used  by  tlir  fliurrh  uiiiil 

Ill  tlic  vcar  1(h';1.  the  ( ini-r  il  Court  "ex- 
pressed their  (le>iie  and  onlt^r  for  the  cnnvt^- 
nin^^""  of  a  Synod  to  nirct  at  Dosron,  to  irivr 
their  advice  res[)(^rtinL:  tho  H  iit-\\'ay  Cove- 
nant   The  Synod  ni<n  the  tollowini;  year  and 
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adoi)te(l  propositions  which  approvod  thitCov- 
enant,  though  ii<4  without  o[>pi)sitic)ii  on  the 
part  of  a  small  hut  IcariKul  :n\(l  able  minority. 

This  Church  has  tlie  IhHowini^  r^'cord  in 
regard  to  this  Co\  c  nant. 

At  a  mcctin<^  of  y''  Church  of  Christ  in  Marlborough 
on  y«  2'^  of  7^  1701  :  It  was  proposed  unto  cunsi«ltra- 
tion  was  necessary  to  be  done  in  order  to  adnuttin*^  of 
Persons  to  y''  ordinance  uf  Baptism  were  not  in  any 
way  in  Church  P\dIowship.  At'lor  a  very  ileliborato  and 
friendly  debate,  it  v.  as  unanimously  and  jointly  concurred 
in  &  agreed  to,  y^  all  such  Persons  as  shall  offer  y"*  selves 
or  y'^  children  to  this  church  for  y*'  seal  of  I?apti>m,  shall 
"be  received,  provided  yy  arc  not  scandalous  in  conversa- 
tion and  are  orthod(^x  in  rcliixion  and  will  submit  to  Dis- 
cipline of  Christ  in  this  Church,  and  *lo  en^'a^e.and  bind  y« 
selves  tobrinor  up  y'''  Chihlren  Servants  in  y*  1-Var  and 
Knowledge  of  Cod  by  holy  Instruction  according:  to  y^'bcst 
abilities;  and  in  snt  cial  by  y  use  of  Ortliodox  Catechisms 
yt  yo  true  religion  ni  iv  be  Tnaintai:uMl  in  y'*"  families  while 
yy  live,  yea  and  an\0'u  such  as  shall  live  w"  yy  are  dead 
and  gone. 

On  14tli  May.  17!M,  iho  matter  was  nirain 

broui^ht  hcfore  th(^  rliurch,  to  -or  if  any  rhan-o 
shonhl  ho  niaih^  in  r\\c  trv\u<  on  which  persons 
miglit  he  adinutcd  to  r)a[)liMn  Un'  themselves 
or^heir  chihhcn,  hut  wa^  l-dt  wiihont  any 
action. 


t'5  >  >•  '  .'• 


Tli(^  il;ilf-\v;iy  (\)V.  iiant  was  not  formally 
cibr()^at(Ml  ill  this  cliurch  till  the  yrar  1*^JG. 
But  [)ia('ticall\ ,  t\u}  rustonir>  to  which  it  j;avc 
rise  ceased  a  iiuinher  of  yours  |)re\  itius  lo  that 
time.  Tlie  main  r(\i-oii  whieh  led  to  this,  was 
the  vote  of  the  r  huivh  in  l^l^,  that  a  Conuhit- 
tee  be  chosen  to  examine  candidates  for  adiids- 
sion  to  the  chureh.  and  f-»i-  the  ritr  of  Bajjli-^m 
under  this  C'ovtMiant.      Vunn  time  the 

practice  ahn()>t  inini'Mhlatdy  fell  into  di:>iibe. 

The  foHowini;  was  the  Co>  enant  used  on  such 
occasions,  and  was  known  as  the  Baptizsmal 
Covenant. 

Profcssinp:  a  serious  and  licarty  belief  of  the  truth  of 
the  Christian  llcii;^^iun,  yu.i  most  ^oh-mnly  chouse  and  t^kc 
the  Lord  Jehovah  to  be  your  God  and  portion,  promising 
to  fear,  love,  olxy,  and  ih^iKiid  upon  him,  as  finally  to  be 
made  compk'tely  happy  in  liim. 

You  believe  tiie  Lord  Jesus  C  hrist,  the  eternal  Sun  of 
God,  to  be  the  only  lUdciMiier  ami  Savior  of  men.  and 
take  him  to  be  yuur  Pro[)het,  l'ri<.st  and  Kin;;,  depending 
on  his  merits  to  >«ave  you  iVom  the  guilt  of  sin  and  ihc 
wrath  of  God. 

You  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bo  the  only  applicr  of 
the  work  of  reilempti.^n  dopcndin;;  on  his  mllucuces  and 
grace  to  renew,  sam  tily,  comfort,  and  jzuide  you  to  ,:l'>ry. 

You  believe  us  to  be  a  true  church  of  Christ,  and  do 
give  up  yourseh"  to  this  Chr.reh  to  be  watched  over  and 
eJided  in  your  Cuii:>uan  Faith  to  Salvation. 
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You  promise  to  submit  peaceably  to  the  iliicipline  of 
Christ  in  this  ( iiurcl;,  oinyin^^  liicm  who  have  tiiC  rule  o\cr 
you  iu  thu  Lord.  And  vuii  eii^'a;;o  that  you  will  hiin-^  up 
the  (  hil  Ik  11  and  servants  which  may  be  tommillecl  to  your 
care  in  the  knowledi^^c  and  fcav  ot*  (iod,  accordiu;;  to  the 
Holy  Si  ripturos  wliic  li  you  accept  a.s  your  only  rule.  And 
you  promise,  by  the  htdp  of  Divine  (iracc,  to  labor  to  be 
made  worthy  to  come  up  to  a  full  and  acceptable  obbcrva- 
tion,  of  all  the  holy  ordinances  of  Christ. 

Durinij:  Kinij;  AVilliain's  as  it  is  called, 

an  incident  occurred  to  a  ip.rinn»n*of  this  church 
which  is  wortli  rocordini;  in  this  place.  It  is 
thus  referred  to  in  ^Vhitncy's  ^-  History  of  the 
County  of  AVorcotrr  ;  "  On  the  iMh  of  Ju- 
ly, 1G92,  the  IiHlians  a<>auhrd  the  hou>e  of 
Peter  Joslin.  (Lancaster)  who  was  at  his  labor 
in  the  field,  and  kiiL^v  nothing  thereof,  lailil 
entering]:  the  house,  he  found  his  wife  and  tlncc 
children,  with  a  widow  AVhiuomh  wiio  livrd 
in  his  fondly,  barbaroi>iy  l)ut(  iicrcd  with  their 
hatchets,  and  wcltrrinir  in  their  blood.  His 
wife's  sister,  wirli  anotlicr  of  his  cliihhvu,  W(»re 
carried  into  ca})ii\ity.  Shi^  returnc(l;  but  that 
child  was  nuinK'rcd  in  the  wildernos.*'  The 
person  here  rchM  ird  to  was  Mary  Howe,  of 
Marlborouirh,  then  on  a  vi-it  to  her  si>ter  in 
Lancaster,  just  bofore  the  tinio  ai)|M)inted  for 
her  niarria^'-e.    AUca*  a  ca[)tiviry  of  between 
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thico  ;iu(l  four  M  ars,  shr  was  r;msomc<lbv  "ov- 

cnniuuit,  and  itt iinud  lioinc  in  satrty,  and  was 
married  U)  'riioiiias  Kcycs.  afterwards  a  Dracoa 
of  this  cliurcli.  Slie  lived  to  a  ^'rcat  hut 
was  ncvtn*  al»l<'  to  overcome  the  shock  of  terror 
she  ex[KU-i(^nccd  wh*  ii  uAivn  captive.  ♦ 

On  the  l-2ih  of  S-pt.  noL  Kcv.  John  Km- 
erson,  a  native  of  I[)-\vich  and  a  j:::raiUiato  of 
Harvard  Colleue  in  li').>9.  was  invitetl  to  l)e- 
corne  the  niini>[er  of  the  towih  'I'his  invita- 
tion was  the  occasion  of  a  loiiir  and  hitter  con- 
troversy, and  tor  nion^  than  a  year  kept  the 
town  in  a  state  of  uieat  excitement  In  March 
1702,  Mr  Emerson  decliiu  d  the  calL  Ii  was 
renewed  in  Ai)ril  <d  the  bame  year,  and  de- 
clined again  in  May,  >o  >troni:  was  the  ()|»po- 
sition  again>t  >rttlement.  The  advice  of 
tw'O  councils  w:i^  a-Ivoh  and  in  hoth  cases,  the 
decision  was  aga:n-t  hi>  lucomniL!  nnni>ier  ot 
the  town.  Thc^  sexeral  }»a[)i'r>  to  which  tliis 
controversv  ua\**  ri>e,  >iieh  a>  Irtters  ol  invita- 
tion, remon^tl•:Mn•(^s,  rc-nhs  of  (-(jnncils,  have 
been  preserved  in  llieir  oriirinal  foini,  and 
amon<^  thena  are  nnnnx  ii[)t  letters  Ironi  In- 
crease  and  Cotton  Alatlea-. 

^*  Dca.  Ki}v-  lived  oij  tlie  fiirin  now  owual  hy  Win.  L.  Wa  ka. 
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]\[r.  Tmivm  ^oti  ^vn^  settled  in  Xcwrastlo,  N. 
II.,  ill  no:],  luul  (lisini<<rfl  in  171?;  aflor- 
wanls  was  mottled  in  r<)rt-nioutli  wiu  ie  luMlied 

Robert  I'Kvk.  tlie  second  i!iini-ter  nf  this 
town,  Avas  a  inti\'e  of  Dorchester.  Ih*  was 
bom  I\^c.  7,  \C)^'2  \  ^y:\<  grafhiatid  at  Harvard 
CoUeij^f*  in  1700;  and  \v;!>  settled  in  this  town 
Oct.  25.  1701,  wlu-n  onlv  2*2  yenrs  of  n^o. 
His  salary  was  to  bf^ soventie  pounds  annu- 
ally, and  firc^wf^od  fnv  t\]c  \r:\v  annually,  and 
settlement  one  Imn.drfMl  pr)und>." 

The  record  of  his  ordination  i-  as  follows. 

The  25^^'  day  of  8^^  ITOt,  ^Ir,  Robert  Prcck  was  or- 
dained Pastor  of  y"  C'hurcli  of  Christ  in  Marlhoroauh,  No 
Persons  objcctinj:.  Mr  Piaw.-on  caiTicd  i>n  y"-'  woikofTiiC 
Day.  ^[r.  I'l.-ta^roi/K  -avo  y"  ("har^c.  Mr.  Clark  y^ 
Rin:ht  n:iiid  of  l\llovvs!iip.  Mr.  Daiiforth  gave  a  word 
of  advice  unto  y'-  people. 

He  married  Idiz-ibi^th  A\'ainwri!::ht  of  Hav- 
erhill, bv  wliom  lio  had  <i\  ciiihlrcn  ;  four  of 
the  children  :uid  tli"  widnw  >nrvived  him,  she 
dyin^:^  in  17:!(*).  lli^  >  'ii  K  'hrrt  was  setth  d  as 
a  minister  in  Si)rini:f:<'ld. 

The  Marlborou-li  A-i)eiatio!i  was  formed  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Jherk,  June  o.  172.7.  The 
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orijiinnl  inrnih^rs  wcvc  John  Swift,  Kobert 
13rcck,  John  riviitiro,  I>ra('l  Lorini:,  Job  (  'usli- 
ing,  John  (iar  hicr  and  Khonrzcr  Parkman.  It 
was  formed  'Mviiii  l)(V>ii^u  imd  Aim  herein  to 
Advance  y-  Intnot  of  ('hri>t:  y"  Serviro  cjf 
our  ltesi)e(  ti\ CharLTcs,  and  our  own  nuilual 
Edification  in  our  i^rrat  worlc.  "  It  was  voted 
"that  Marllunon^h,  (^'ntval  'i\>wn,  be  y 
Place  of  our  ordiiiary  nn-^^tinLr.  uidc<s  upon 
Desire  of  any  particular  nuanher,  tin*  A>soriii- 
tion  shall  scf*  fit  to  meet  eNeu  hiav/'  The  ordi- 
nary business  of  it^  meetings  may  bo  iiderred 
from  the  vote  ;  That  W"  will  eon-ider  any 
cases  that  shall  b>.^  laid  hcibre  us  by  any  mem- 
ber of  us,  or  by  otlier  persons  which  .^liall  be 
thought  worthy  thrr(M)f.  And  if  then^  bt»  oj>- 
portunity  there!or,  e  leh  member  shall  deliver 
in  his  order.  C'oneioie  ni  ail  C'lernm  ;  unless  il 
bethenjud-c'd  propiu*  S'»me  ([ueslion  he  spo- 
ken to,  being  proposed  y*'  nieetim^  befon\  and 
as  many  persons  to  make  au'-win*  to  it  as  were 
api)ointed  tlunvuuto. And  accordin-ly,  tlic 
early  Records  are  mostly  male  up  of  eases  of 
conscience,  and  ([u<'«.tion>  ot*  dilii(udty  in  eiiurcli 
discipline,  or  matters  of  disagnnMni^nt,  betw(»cn 
the  parties  in  a  church,  or  !»ctW(M'n  jiaMnr  and 
people,  which  were  laid  betbre  this  body  for 
2* 
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advice  and  rouns(  1.  1'hr  Association  was  dis- 
solved Oct.  H,  1^11,  and  the  Records  were 
given  to  this  chuich,  whrre  they  arc  still  pre- 
served. 

Sept.  1st,  17:)(),  it  is  recorded  tliat  tlio  As%o- 
ciation  met  at  iMniniiiLihani,  and  that  Kev. 
Mr.  r)reck  was  prevented  tVoni  att(Midini:  hy  a 
grievous  sore  in  his  nioiit!),  which  aftcnvards 
proved  tlie  sorro\\i"ul  occa-ion  of  his  death." 

"Oct  1;3.  17:](),  A--»ci.ittfl  at  MarllmrouLdi. 
Met  at  Bc^njiiinin  \\'(^o(l'<,  l)y  reason  of  Mr. 
Brock's  beinLi'  nndia*  Salivation.  "  This  meet- 
ing was  chan^cMl  to  a  ta>t.  on  a(H'onnt  of  "Mr. 
Brock's  dangerous  ilhicss.  lu  v.  Mr.  Prentice 
of  Lancaster,  ])r('ar-lic'd  in  th(*  niomin^:.  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Swift  of  l-'i-aniinudiam  i!i  tlie  :it":'  r- 
noon.  I'hc  manu-crint  sermon  hy  Mr.  Tr*  n- 
tice,  from  Alatt.  I  :  '^l.  ha^  hcai  prc^-orxccl  witli 
the  records  of  tlii-  ( liurdi. 

In  1V2S  Mr.  lireck  preached  the  Klection 
Sermon,  which  wa-  put»!i-!!ctl.  .hu\r  Pk  IVJO. 
he  preach(Ml  th(^  tir-t  MMinon  ever  preached  in 
Shrewsbury.  Mr.  Iherk  died  .Ian.  H  1*7:51.  at 
the  age  of  -IH  veai-,  in  thi^iizor  of  liis  powers, 
and  uni\ (n*-ally  hmienrj  (L 

On  the  occa-ion  of  his  deaMi.  tlin^e  funeral 
sermons  weie  preached  to  h:^  jteoph*;  one  by 
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Mr.  rro]itir(^  of  Lancaster,  bv  Mr.  Swift 
of  Frainin^haiiK  and  aUo  one  by  Mr.  Loriii^ 
of  Sudbury  ;  all  of  uhi(  li  wore  publisbcil  in  a 
single  pani[)]dct,  and  -cvcral  copies  are  still  in 
existence.  An  A[)p('n(li\  is  adcb^d  to  Mr.  I'lcn- 
tice's  Sermon,  oniaitiinu:  some  accounts  of'  Mr. 
Breck,  taki^i  tVoni  rlu^  W'tckly  Journal  of  Jan. 
18,  from  ^\liich  are  co[>icd  the  following 

paragraplis. 

"  Before  his  Settlement  at  M.uThoroni^h,  ho 
was  a  Preaclier  for  scmu^  time  at  Lon^r  l>iand, 
in  the  ProA  ince  of  Now  ^^»l•k.  durini^  tin*  Gov. 
ernment  of  Lord  (Vrnbury;  tluMe  he  had  the 
Courage,  though  at  that  'I'inu^  Vouuix,  to  a.*^>ert 
and  adhere  to  the  Causr  aiid  Principles  of  the 
Non  Conformists, not w  iiiiNtandin^  ilicThrcaien^ 
ingsand  other  ill  Treatment  Ik^  there  met  with." 

"  He  was  a  Man  of  >lronu[  natural  1\)W(m*<, 
clear  Head,  solid  Judirment  ;  and  by  the  151cs. 
sing  of  God  on  his  unwt  aiiid  Diligence  and 
Study,  he  attaiiicd  ^Mcat  Skill  in  the  learned 
Languages,  (unc()mm"n  in  liio  Jlthnir  ;  n^ing 
to  read  out  of  tlu^  II  I)ro\v  Ihble  to  his  Kami- 
ly;)  as  also  in  riiilo>.;phy,  tlie  Mathematics, 
History,  as  a\-(^11  a-  in  Duinity,  in  whidi  he  was 
sound  and  (uth^Klox,  a  -ood  Casui>t,  a  blrong 
Disputant,  a  methodical  and  clo>e  Preacher. 
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''And  as  his  personal  Conduct  in  liis  T.ife- 

time  was  SN  ;i(Iy,  not  dated  l)y  Pro^pprity  or 
sunk  l)y  Advcisity  ;  >,>  ut  the  Approach  n( 
Death,  tlioui^h  tor  a  conNidci.-ihh*  time  under 
Lani^uishnicnts  aiid  expfM  tini:  nf  it,  and  in  ex- 
quisite l^ams,  Vit  he  then  sc(hile!y  set  his 
House  in  Order,  and  with  his  u.sual  Steadiness, 
wondei't'ul  ]\ai(Mue  and  K'  -iLinati^ui,  cnjojinij 
Peace  in  his  SouL  he  departed  this  Lifr,  and 
doubtless  entered  into  thi'  joy  of  his  Lord." 

The  Boston  W'ei^kly  News  Letter  of  the  >amc 
month  speak.s  in  thi^  sain<'  hiij:h  terms  of  his 
abilities,  his  ac([uirenient<.  liis  chri>tian  and 
ministerial  charaerer,  antl  raid;s  him  among  the 
ablest  men  of  his  time. 

A  monuuKMit  \va- en^et^-d  tt>  his  memory  nt^ar 
that  of  Mr.  Ih  ini-niead  on  which  is  the  loliow- 
ing  Latin  in>enption. 

lleliquiae  terrotros  thecdo^i  vere  voncM'andi 
Roberti  Breek  sub  hoc  tumnh)  ronferunter. 
Pars  coelestis  ad  eet'luni  inyria(hun  auireloruni 
et  ad  spiritu<  jii-r-Maihi  i\\n  perteeti  smit  ahiit. 

Lii^enii  j)enetrantis,  ([uoad  vires  natarales, 
virfuit  anipli->iniae  mentis  et  judieii  solidi,  una 
cum  aninu  fortitu'line  >inu:nlari.  (,>U()ad  partes 
acquisitas  spectat,  in  Hn^ui^  ([uac*  (hn  tac  praeser- 
timadiuoduni  pcritus  ;  literarum  [>oHtarum  men- 
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sura  pnrum  romrjiiuii  instrurtns;  et,  quod  aliis 

fuit  (liflic  ilc,  i!l( .  \  ii  tnt(*  in*:enii  j^ropriict  studiis 
coarctis.  frlicitcr  >u])('::it.  In  oinnihus  Thctilo- 
giae  partibu^  versatissinui^,  et  vow  orlhodoxus, 
Scriba  ad  n  ununi  roeloruni  ns([neciua(|Uo  iu^ti- 
tutus.  Offirio  i>a>r()rali  in  ccrlcsia  Marllniri. 
ensi,  ubi  S[)iriru-  Smctu^  ilhun  cunstiuiit  ii>is- 
copnni  per  XXA'II  anno^,  lidcditor,  scdulo,  pa- 
cifire,  Tnnlta(iu(^  cum  lau(l(%  t'unrtns  est. 

Doctrina(^  Iiov(^iata(\  una  cnin  cultu  et  iv^i* 
mine  in  Ecch^siis  Nov  AnLrlicanis  in>tituto,  as- 
eertor  hdl)ilis  et  strenuus.  Ad  coubiliii  dauda 
in  rebus  ar(biis,  tuni  publicis  tuia  privaii<,  in- 
tegritate  conspectus  et  prudentia  in.structi>^i- 
mus.  Sincere  dih^xit  aniicos,  patriam,  ct  uni- 
versam  Christi  ecclesiani. 

Denique  ])ietatis,  onuiis  virtutis  sociali<,  ct 
quoad  res  terrcna^  niodeianiinis  e.\enii)lar.  In 
doloribus  asperis  ai^iriitudini^  nltiniae  palienlia 
ejus  opus  pc^rfectuni  habuit  :  et  >i  nou  ovaus, 
expectans  tanien  et  j^bicide  (H-ci^»it. 

Xatu^  Dceeni^^  7'"'^  Ifi*^?. 
I)t  natus  Jannar.  (»'"  1  7*>1 . 

Proplietae  ip^i  nnu  in  -ccnhnn  vi\unt. 

The  followiiiLT  is  a  tian>lation  ot  it  intt)  Kng- 
lisli. 

Beneatli  this  mound  an^  dcpn-iti  d  tlie  nior- 
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tal  remains  of  tlie  truly  T?ovrron(l  Pvcibert 
Breck.  J I  is  innnortal  part  hath  ascemlcd  to 
heav(Mi,  to  join  tin*  innunierahh*  ronipaiiy  of 
angels,  and  the  spirits  of  tlir  just  made  [ycr- 
feet. 

He  uas  l)y  nature  a  Tn;in  of  arutc  intrllrct, 
capacious  mind  and  solid  juduniieiit,  tn-riher 
with  sinij^uhir  mental  resolution.  to  his  at- 

tainments, he  was  eminently  skilled  in  the 
learned  languaL:(^>.  familiar  heyond  the  common 
measure  with  polite  literature  ;  and  what  to 
others  was  diliicult,  he  hy  his  powers  of  mind 
and  close  applieation  to  study,  accomplished 
wdth  ease. 

Thorougldy  A^r-ed  in  every  department  of 
theology,  ami  truly  orthodox  in  stMitiment,  he 
was  a  scvihe  in  every  re>i)'V't,  instructed  \into 
the  kingdom  of  lieav.'ii.  Tlie  duties  of  the 
pastoral  ofTiee  in  thf:  ehurr  h  at  M.u  lhoronijh, 
over  which  the  Holy  Gh^^-t  had  made  him 
overseer,  he  discharLrod  f;iitlifully  and  a^^idu- 
onsly,  in  peact^  and  with  i:n  at  n'putalion,  for 
twenty-se\'en  \  ("ar-. 

lie  was  a  -Ivilful  ;ind  nhle  :i<-'rter  of  th(^ 
doctrines  of  rcv^^lation.  :ind  of  thi^  worship  and 
discipline  of  tlu^  X(  w  I  ji-land  Chnrelics. 

He  was  a  coun-ellnr  in  ea'^(^:5  of  dilHcidty, 
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botli  public  and  private,  of  di^tiiiixiii^hod  up- 
riglitiiess  and  (-(Uisunnnatr  prudenco. 

He  Avas  a  sincciv  loNcr  of  his  fri(»nds,  his 
country,  and  the  wliolt^  cliurch  of  t'hri>t. 

In  a  word,  he  w:is  a  model  of  piety,  of  eves 
ry  social  virtue,  and  of  niodenition  in  rej^'urd 
to  earthly  things. 

In  the  severe  |)ains  of  his  last  sickness,  his 
patience  had  its  [)erlVct  work  ;  and  his  depar- 
ture, if  not  in  triuni})h,  \va^  full  of  hope  and 
peace. 

Born  Dec.  7th,  KJ^'J.— Di^  d  Jan.  Gth,  l";;;i. 
Even  the  propliets  do  nut  live  forever. 
Benjamin  Kent,  the  successor  of  Robert 
Breck,  was  ordained  Oct  'JT,  Il'-V-).  He  was 
fifraduatcd  at  Harvard  C'(dici:e  in  IVJT.  The 
Town  Record  has  the  tl'llowi:.- in  regard  to  his 
settlement. 

"The  Town  gran: d  a  salary  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds  per  annum  in  passable 
bills  of  public  crciiit,  if  lie  ..hall  sec  cause  to 
accept  of  the  call  gi\  en  him  by  the  Church 
and  Town.,  and  to  cuitinut^  so  loni:  as  he  sliall 
be  their  minister,  and  to  ri-e  and  fall  according 
to  Silver,  which  is  now  current  at  tuc  nty  >hil- 
linn-s  an  ounce.  "  K^'i'  settlement  he  was  al- 
lowed  four  hundrcil  pounus. 
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Tlien^  sooms  to  li.ivc  hcvn  sonio  nmrked  do- 
fccts  ill  ministerial  (lualitirs,  wliirh  soon  re- 
sulted ill  lii^  dismission.  Under  the  dale  of 
Oct.  17-]^,  tliorc^  is  tlic  follow  in^jf  reference  to 
him  in  the  liccords  of  the  Marll)on)U-h  Asso- 
ciatioiu  wliirli  m^t  that  day  at  l-'ramini^liain. 

"  The  Rev.  A[i-.  Smith  had  invited  tlie  Sonih- 
ern  Association,  fwhicli  wen*  to  have  mri  this 
day  at  his  Son's-iii  Ia\\ ,  Mr.  Stone  of  IIolli>ton,) 
by  which  means  ^Vl^  had  tlie  benefit  of  their 
advice  and  assistance  in  t!ie  difliculty  before 
us,  rehitimi:  to  I'enjiimin  Ivdit,  ordained 
at  Marlboroimli  ;  —  i^M-eat  com[)laint  beinij 
made  about  the  world,  of  his  princijilcs. 
Mr.  Kent  w;is  inesent,  and  \ery  freely  submit- 
ted himself  to  our  inijuiries  and  examination. 
Mr.  Loring  intcrro-atrd  upon  th(^  Articles 
drawn  up  in  tlr^^  Xcw  Kn^land  C'onfes?»ion  of 
Faith,  chiellv  rrh.tii:^  to  tlie  eontn)Vc»r<y  with 
the  rvemmon>trants  ;  an(i  he  i:ave  >ueh  a  ih  e- 
laralion  ot'  his  hrlicf.  and  with  such  profes- 
sions of  Invne-ty  and  -ineerity  in  all.  that  the 
Associati(^n  manif '-t''d  their  >at i<f iction  there- 
in, upon  comlirion  that  thry  sht)nld  tind  that 
both  his  [)rea''iiini:  and  convcr.salion  iiad  heeUi 
and  should  tor  th(^  fur'Mc  b(\  ai^M-eeahli*  to  sneh 
declarati(m  ;  in  short,  so  long  as  they  should 
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sec  tliat  wli.it  cxhibitcil  were  liis  real 

sentiiiu  nts. " 

The  i;L'iieral  ini[)re<^i(>n  made  by  tliis  ocpuv- 
ocal  statciiunt,  is  cniiiirnie(l  l)v  ihc  lolluwiii'r 
letter  of  Dr.  iMaiikiiii.  \'(>u  tell  mc  that  our 
poor  fru.'iid  Dm.  Kent  'j:nnv  ;  I  hojx.'  lo  the 
regions  of  the  blessed  ;  or  at  lea.st  to  some 
place  u  h'.  i-e  >{)ul.>  are  prepared  for  tlio>c  rci;ions. 
I  found  my  ho[K^  on  this,  that  ihotiixh  not  so 
ortliodox  a^  }()u  and  I.  he  was  an  honot  nnii 
and  had  his  virtues.  If  he  had  any  liyjxierisy, 
it  was  of  that  inveitf^l  kin(L  Nvhich  a  man 
is  not  so  bad  as  he  .^eenis  to  \)c.  " 

The  Churcli  RjeorcN  aL<o  >how  that  there 
was  great  di->ati>fa(tion  wllh  his  coui>e, 
among  some  of  his  eliurc  li  and  tungri*^  ition. 
Scarcely  had  he  been  s(  tiie  cb  when  lH*njamiii 
Wood,  wiio  seems  to  h  i\  e  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Soei^  C}",  biiii^s  ^mwr  gra\  e  char- 
ges against  liini.  lie  calls  him  a  [)rolr>t  Ar- 
minian,''  a::d  says  that  hi^  want  of  orthodoxy 
has  made  a  **great  nuix.'  almo-t  ov<'r  all  ot  the 
Province;"  that  the  ^Miraiest  mMghboring 
ministers  refu<evl  to  a>M-t  in  his  ordination 
and  also  charges  him  with  contradictory  .state- 
ments, 'i'he  oi)^)!jsition  to  him  increa>ed  and 
kept  the  church  hi  cununoliun  during  the 
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entire  yonr  17:»l  ;  .md  at  Icuiilli  a  CouiK  il  Wa> 
called,  Feb.  K  H :;.'),  tu  invotiyate  the  lualter, 
and  give  tin  ir  a(lvic  l^  'i  he  result  of  that 
couneil  has  {brtunatd y  just  been  recovered, 
and  is  full  of  iin:)ortant  infornKition.  It  ap- 
pears from  this  (hx  unu  nr,  that,  in  ihc  estima- 
tion of  the  connc ah  Uiv  charges  of  bcMUir  a 
"  profest  Avnii.iiau,  "  of  *  profuic  and  scanda- 
lous conversation,  '  w«  ri' fully  sustained.  'Ihcy 
find  that  he  ^- held  and  \(ntid  unsound  and 
dangerous  opinions  with  re>[)ect  to  the  great 
and  important  Seri[)ture  doctrine  of  the  Trini- 
ty;" ''that  Jesus  Chri-t  hath  not  nuide  full 
satisfaction  for  all  our  siii<  ;  '  that  there  wcvc 
several  answers  in  the  Assembly's  Catechism 
wdiicli  had  not  a  word  of  .Scripture  to  supi>ort 
them,  particularly  that  resj)octinir  the  Derret^s;" 
"that  he  deni(  li  an  absolute  Election,  and 
asserted  a  coiuiilimuil  oiie  on  the  fotisight  of 
good  works  that  he  >:vA  in  his  preaching, 
that  if  God  dealt  wiih  A<i;ini  as  a  moral  agrnt 
he  could  not  ha\e  hin(l'*r(Hi  his  fall  or  hi.s  sin- 
nin^'-  a<^ainst  him;"  "that  infants  came  into 
the  world  free  a.nd  clear  nf  original  gudl."  It 
also  appeared  to  them  ''that  he  had  ^aid  in  his 
preachiuLT,  that  the  fumhunentaN  of  religion 
>vere  plain  and  ea>\  ;  were  not,  never  ^^^•re, 
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ncvoi'  cor.ld  Ik*  ili^puud,  hecMii-o  tlicy  wrre  of 
a  iiioial  nature,  wliich  expressions  we  jnil«;c 
are  fal-e,  ami  have  a  (!ani:rri)iis  tendeuev  to 
lessen  onr  n^^ard  t.n-  revealed  religion."  Tind- 
ing  him  i^ndiy  of  hohhnix  and  [ireaehinLT  ^uc•ll 
senthnents  ;  of  n^im;  pnd'aue  and  tilthv  e\. 
pressions  and  al-o  of  ex j)re%>it)n>  relalint^ 
to  n(ML^hl)»>i  inu:  niini-t(a>  w  hirh  arc  iiidrceiit 
and  injniion.>  rcllec  tion<  np^n  them  the 
couneil  judged,  and  ativi-i  il  that  the  ll^v.  Mr. 
Benj.  Kent  he  >n>])end''d  treni  preac  liioLT  the 
Avord,  or  a(hnini>terin::  th(»  hnjy  Sacranients 
until  the  '27th  of  May  ne\t.  And  if  as  we 
earnestly  \vi,>ln  it  ^liall  in  mean  time  |)leas(»  the 
God  of  all  <:iaee  to  irive  him  that  lii^ht  and 
conviction  wliich  m  ly  di>[)i)se  him  piibliclv  to 
retraet  his  errors,  and  own  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  it  may  iiive  o(ca>«ii)n  to  restore  him  iu 
the  spirit  of  m(H'knc<N  and  with  joy.  'I'o  that 
time  this  eonnciM\dl  he  adjMnrncd,  and  will 
then  stand  n^ady,  (d'od  wulnn:.j  to  giNe  this 
chnreh  onr  fnrthcr  ad\ice." 

Mr.  Kent's  mini-try  piohahly  cIo^^mI  with 
the  decision  of  this  council.  Xo  rtrord  now 
remains  that  h<*  ev(>r  retracted  his  errors,  or 
was  evm'  ni^ain  re-tor.  d  to  ]\\<  rei^nlar  .standinif 
as  a  minister  c^f  the  -ospel.     He  probably 
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^vitlidrt^w  at  ova  c,  li  a\  ini^^  ihr  clnndi  wc 
know  in  a  (inid'd  state*.  An  -Kiioii  was 
broui^lir  ai^aiii-t  tlic  town,  to  iccimm*  tli(»  snin 
of  ±^i\)().  \\\\\(  ]\  was  vo'vcd  to  him  as  a  settle- 
mont,"  ami  the  afici-  a  pr  lor.L:(Ni  liiii^^a- 

tion,  was  liiially  decided  in  Ins  faNor.  llr 
afterwards  renio\'ed  to  l!»»>t()ii  wheiclio  coin- 
menccd  the  pra(  ti((^  ot'  law,  and  l)erain(*  rcle- 
bratcd  for  his  occuMitricity  and  wit."  \lv  lied 
from  that  plac  (\a<  a  refiiireo,  to  I  lalilax,  where 
he  died  in  17^^  at  an  adxaiifi'd  w^r. 

The  followinix  (\)\(Miant  se'  in>  to  have  hern 
formed  and  enterf^l  intu  1)\  an  A^^oeiation  of 
Younjx  Men  in  this  plac  e,  Avho  m(^t  toij^elher 
for  religions  oiijef  ts.  It  formed  Si*pt.  !), 
IT-^t),  and  twent}-nine  naini-s  \vere  appended 
to  it.  ll'>w  iar  it  was  sneeesstnh  or  how  l«>n:x 
it  existed,  we  ha\e  no  nu  r.ns  of  knowini;;  hut 
from  the  fart  that  th(^  Covenant  was  copied 
out  in  17  10,  and  tliar  lu  w  names  weie  subse- 
quently added,  it  m;;y  \)C  interred  that  it  con- 
tinued in  (^xi-tcMietMor  sc^vmal  }(\irs.  Ir  is  the 
first  reeord  tliat  I  hav(^  found  of  any  Association 
of  Youni:^  Men. 

*'  Wc  tlic  su^  s:ril)cr>,— Hi  In-SoiiMMc  th  it  it  is  our  prcnt 
Duty,  aiul  Iieor^-t  to  sorv"  Go  1  in  t'no  Days  of  O'.ir  youth, 
and  to  Sock  him  K.irly.  and  ILinIm-  hU  PromisJ  that 
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^vhcii  two  (.1  three  arc  met  toj^cthr  r  in  h's  name,  that  ho 

w.ll  bo  ill  the  m:dst  o(  thcMi. — Have  tliuu;;ht  it  n»i  Jil  bo 
fjr  tlic  -;1  TV  of  (u)l  anil  o  .r  spiritual  g>oil.  to  meet 
toL;cth  M-  tor  Kil!^h)  .s  i-L\crcis'js  at  certain  times:  Do  in 
the  Tres-'n cc  ol  Clo.l.  and  whom  W2  fear,  and  t')  \vhj»o 
Se.vltc  IIckIii  \v  •  Dcvotj  (jur  Sjlve^j.  Cjvcn.int  and  a;»rco 
toj;ether  as  t  ;lLn\  s. 

(1)  That  we  will  with  (  iud's  Leave  meet  together  Every 
Lard's  Day  in  the  Ilv -ninz.  an  I  «)n  evonm ;  o''  Thinks- 
giving  and  Fa^t-,  to  Carry  o  i  aaion^  our  Sclvjs  llwli^iout 
Worship,  to  Tray  tj  Ci  )d,  t)  Sla,'  IL^  Prai*-fji,  tii  U-.-al 
his  word  or  .S^nie  i'lacucal  Disjoui>e,  and  tJ  cjncluJi 
wi'.h  Prayer,  a:nl  wliilj  we  Continue  to^etlicr  oar  Conver- 
sation sliall  he  Savoiy  a!i(l  Suitahle  to  the  End  riO^>o»cd 
by  us  in  our  meet;  «;  io;etlier. 

(2)  That  \vj  will  Coni'  -al  aa  I  not  expose  any  \\nA  \e^% 
or  Infirmity  that  may  l\o  e:d  f  oin  a:iy  uf  ui,  cith.;  w'.ale 
wc  arc  to;;ctiicr  or  elsewhere,  and  th.it  we  will  watwii  over 
one  a:io'her  tor  ,i;ooJ. 

(3)  That  we  will  Ka  h  of  us  in  our  turn'?,  ac^ordinj 
as  shall  he  appointed  by  y""  Society,  Carry  on  pait  of  llc- 
li^'ious  Kxerci-e  irjm  li  ne  to  tinu  as  (Jod  shall  Ki.a'jlo 
us. 

(4)  That  wh:n  we  Iheak  up  our  Ileli-ioua  Txc  ci4% 
wc  will  Directly  r.tn  n  t  )  o  ir  S  vei.il  Homes,  and  uaa- 
ing  But  Nsh  tt  is  l-Af  iorJin  .ry  Sin  1  ld«ert  -f  thcr  f-.-a. 

(5)  That  We  will  admonish  one  an.>thor  in  love  if  there 
beoccasuai;  and  il'  any  among  \is,  (which  G  nl  fiTb.d) 
t^hall  fall  into  any  Sea  ulalons  Sin,  or  Hro\k  thn-u^b  any 
of  y^'  Artieles  of  tii.s  agreement,  or  uilliotit  any  j  ist 
Cause,  be  absent  fro  n  our  me  ting  and  lie.useth  t.)  give 
Christ  an  Sat  s:  -  tion  to  us,  Hj  shall  ccv.o  10  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Soci-t\  . 
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(f)'  Tlmt  wo  will  not  only  whiUt  t-j^rtbcr.  Tut  nt  all 
times  ill  all  (  onipuny,  luuleavor  by  }'*  ^;icc  um«1  II.  Ip  of 
God  t)  ic>;iilitc  our  C'()nv(Ts;itiuii  with  that  Clkri^iCuu  l*ru- 
dcncc  and  Sohrii  ty  as  Sliall  i;ivc  no  o"casi«  n  »o  oilier*  to 
Speak  ill  of  n -r  f)f  tlic  Utligiouji  Dcsi^ju  that  \vc  have 
now  l\n^^;i;:]:e(i  in. 

Finailv  lor  tlie  rcrformnncc  hereof  we  will  rely  upon 
the  Divine  Grace  and  Seek  for  God's  Hlrssin^  up  jxi  and 
with  lis. 

Sept.  0,  IToO.        Copicil  out  Au^ni-t  ir,th  17  10. 

Aaron  Smitli.tlm  f)nrt1i  ni*!i;-t(M-  r)f  tlirtown 
^vas  onlained  June  11,  17  U).    This  was  about 
the  time  of  tlio  '^(ir(\it  A  wakcnitii:/'  but  there 
is  no  record  of  any         or  ^cniM-al  iiitcMVSt  in 
this  place.    AVhiteH(d>l  pivaciKMl  here  on  the 
afternoon  of  Tuexlay,  the  lith  of  Oct.  1*  M», 
and  tradition  ^nys  on  the  coinnnMi  in  front  of 
the  old  Meetini:  II(Mi<e,  bccan-e  the  n<e  ot  tlie? 
Ilonse  was  dcnwd  hini.     A i)i)oinlin(Mit<  wrrc 
often  made  in  advunre,  witli.nit  cMiMdlin-  the 
wishes  or  conveni(-a(e  ot   tli-  Ministers,  nnd 
this  in  many  ca^^s  awak(^ne  I  ^M'oii-  opposition 
to  his  conrse.    It  is  snppoMMl  to  h. in c  had  some 
inflnence  in  lhl>  ca^e.     We  find  the  fdlowin- 
reference  to  thi^  day  in  hi^  h'ttca--.    -  Hi^  heart 
Avas  dead  at  fir>t,  and  hr  had  hut  little  free- 
dom;  bnt  hefoie  he  lini^hed,  the  wend  came 
^vith  snch  demonstration   oi    \hr  spirit,  that 
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groat  nnnihr^rs  wen'  indti  tl  down.  Tloro  lie 
found  (jiov.  Tx  1(  luT,  who  went  wltU  liim 
throu;^li  the  r:iiiK  that  ui'/wt  to  Worcester." 
In  the  pri\;iTc  Journal  of  Kbonczor  l\irk- 

man  of  W'lvsthoro'.iirh,  mention  is  made  of 
special  niO(  tin:;s  in  lh':>  pLue,  but  nolhin;:  that 
indicates  any  i^eneral  interest.  I'roui  the  fact 
that  the  Mai Ihorouirh  Association  (hew  up  and 
generally  signed  a  'leNtimfMiy  aijain^t  Mr. 
A^'hitefiel(l  and  liis  eoiuluet,  it  may  peilr.i[)>  n«)t 
unjustly  be  infeiK d,  that  Mr.  Smith  had  little 
sympathy  with  tlie  (iri^it  Awakening. 

The  15lh  of  Jiiiu^  17  1*),  uas  observed  as  a 
day  of  '-public  Fastim^^  on  Occasion  of  the 
extreme  Ihonuht,"  prevailiuLT  at  lliat  time. 
Mr.  Smith  [)reaelied  two  sermons  from  Lev.  tid : 
3,  4,  on  Some  Teniiioral  Advantages  iu  Keep- 
ing Covenant  an  ith  (iod."  The  bcinions  weie 
printed,  "  At  the  earnest  le.  ipie.st  of  ilis  Hear- 
ers," and  a  ropy  is  pre-erved  with  the  ChuM  h 
Records.  The  tbilowing  extract  is  takcMi  hum 
the  Ap[)cndix. 

**Thc  Heat  :ui<l  T)roii-^t  dai'y  inrrcascJ  unt'l  not  rn!y 
the  Ground  was  rlKipf.  ))Ut  the  Corn  which  chthtMl  V.c 
Vallcvs  was  faintiiiir,  and  o'l  the  point  of  sinKinjr  inUi  ihc 
Eai  t'l.  The  Trees  lanicuis^icd  an  I  died  ;  The  Hro  .ks  dried 
up  ;  the  small  I'lAi  so  pcrlslicd  that  ihc  Kivcrs  Slank  : 
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yea  the  Air  ])y  :i  Ion;;  stagnation  become  so  putr.J  and 
unfit  for  H:  st)irat;()n,  that  MankiiiJ  were  in  U.m^cr  of  bo* 
in<r  sudocatcd.  In  tliis  last  KKlrcmity.  When  cviry  Com- 
tcnancc  -allu  r  .l  Paleness,  for  all  Thin-s  uppeartd  iLik 
and  dismal,  and  in  Consternation.  Men  !»too«l  jin/ln^  one 
on  an(>tlier,  wis.ly  in<iuirin;,  Wherefore  Goi'i  Anj^r 
burned  towards  tlimi  in  sudi  a  tremrmldus  Mai;nrr  !  I 
say  in  this  very  critical  Juncture,  the  Lord  wrought  gra- 
ciously  lor  his  IVoplc  on  the  Gth  of  July;  that  mcmoiaUc 
Day  Almi^^hty  (lod  coni;)as5ionatrd  o*ir  desperate  Case, 
and  called  us  to  ])ehohl  his  j^roat  Power  in  relieving  us, 
when  reduced  to  the  loui'>t  Ebb  New  l-'n^bnd  ever  san*. 
'Twas  in  tlie  very  In-tant  \\  hcn  all  Hope  was  ready  to  fail; 
that  the  Father  of  IViin  s<nt  plentiful  sh 'wsrs,  an  I  to 
refreshed  the  parched  Marth,  aiul  recovered  the  pcri>hing 
Fruits,  and  destroy,  d  the  liis'  cts  :  And  the  K.irtli  yiclJ,»d 
more  than  a  competent  supply  for  the  Xcccssiti.s  and 
Comforts  of  Life." 

Ill  tlio  yc;u-  177%  tlic?  (l\-(iitery  prcvaiUd  in 
tins  town  and  \v;is  >ii:n:illy  latal,  as  in  thrrc 
iriFlatircs,  f^nr  ijor^ons  biukal  in  one  day, 

and  nineteen  in  i-iio  \V(  J;. 

A  sin^nlar  event  in  "Mr.  Sniilli's  history  oc- 
curred in  tlie  ^e::r  177  7.  Traditi;;:;  s:;y."i,  that 
three  men  nt  to  hi^  iion>e  at  ni^ht,  ami  tired 
a  i;nn  into  th(^  wimiow  ot  hi^  stn.iy.  Ami  in 
the  lucord^  of  the  M  iilnoro' A^M)clali«ai,  An^. 
19th  of  this  year,  it  is  recorded,  that  certain 
topics  ucre  the  suhjict  of  conversation,  to- 
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gotliorwitli  \vli:it  Mr.  Siniih  h:a\  IxtvU  \urt  with 
at  Marlhuro'  ;  ml  mms  liav'pjL:  Ixmmi  >lu>t 
into  his  study  at  iiiidiiiii^ht,  as  if  aiiiH-d  to  lake 
away  his  hfr,  but  he  >ur\i\r(l  uuhurr." 

It  is  probably  a  luisr-.iko  to  Mipposc*  that  tbo 
design  was  to  takr  his  hio;  in  fiiCt  all  the 
circumstances  inchcato  that  ihcro  was  no  such 
intention.  Ihit  Mr.  Sinilh  had  now  hcconie 
unpopular  as  a  minister,  on  account  of  his  nyc 
and  infuanitic^,  and  al<o,  trr.ditinu  s;i\<,  because 
he  was  r(\i^ard(Ml  as  a  'i'ory  ;  and  llu'  drsirrn 
evidently  was  to  abarni  Iran,  and  induce  hiui  to 
leave  the  phice.  * 

On  the  loth  of  Feb.  KTT,  th-.^  (hurch  voted 
to  choose  a  C()lK\i^u(^  wiiii  Mr.  Sniith,  on 
account  of  his  fcrbU^  IkmIiIk  but  the  town 
refused  to  coiicur  with  the  action  of  the  chuKh. 
In  Jan.  lllS  he  asked  a  di-mis^itui,  and  was 
according] v  dismi<<tul  bv  a  Council  called  tor 
the  purpose  A[)ril  HT^  ;  on  account  of  Ins 
"infiimitv  and  wcakncvss  wbirh  atly  alfictiMl 
his  lungs,  and  voicc^  in  [)articular."  As  a 
brother  in  the  churc  h,  lu^  was  reconimcndcd  by 

*  The  hnu>o  wli  to  Mr.  Smith  n-i.W.  h  the  nno  now  orruj^iH 
by  Mr..  William  dlAum.  Tii-;  bullet  ^lri^l  llimu-li  liN  witMlow 
and  Uxl.ir.Hl  in  u  b-  am.  wa^  .1  ftw  years sim-c  c.Mravlul  by  Mr.Cjib- 

bon,  ami  is  still  proscivol. 
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IvttcY  to  tlu^  cliurfli  ill  l-last  Sudhury,  to  wliich 
I)la('('  \\r  it'iuovciK  and  wiiciv  lie  in  K^l, 

ill  the  fiTih  yar  i)\  his  au:e.  His danirhtcr  was 
mairiid  to  R.  v.  Mr.  Diid-e  of  tint  jilacr. 

Ill  17(17  thi- cliiirrli  numbcn^J  l(i  1  inciubcis ; 
79  mali^s  and  So  frmalfs. 

Idle  follou  iii^  u  ariMiit  for  a  T.iw  ii  M(H^tinjf 
was  issued  17oS,  and  i^  inti  it'^iini;  as  u  [)ait  n( 
the  history  of  that  prrioiL 

Middlesex  ss.  To  Mr  Jo\\n  Barns  Constahb  for  iho 
Town  of  Marl!)oroii4li  in  said  Cniinty,  Greclin;:. 

In  His  Majesty's  inme  yo  i  ar:*  II.Tcby  fw^qulrcj  forth- 
with to  warn  all  ihc  FiecholdLTs,  and  other  InhaiiitantH  in 
your  Part  of  tliis  Tuun,  (Qualified  as  the  Law  Ditcctn  to 
Vote  in  town  affair-,  t )  meet  att  the  M?ctin;^  llous,  in 
said  Town,  on  Monday  'I  h:r«l  Day  of  April  Nc-\l.  att 
one  of  the  Clock  afur  njn,  to  act  on  the  following  Arti- 
cles. 

1.  To  chuse  a  mo  k-rator  for  v'  mcctincr- 

2.  To  See  if  th.-  Town  will  .rive  ord«T  hy  a  Vote,  that 
the  Persons  that  now  own  tiie  Present  Pcw^  sSall  take  rp 
the  Scats  in  tlie  body  of  t!ic  m-^etin^'  hous  and  the  tiaar, 
and  Lay  another  lh>ar  nnon  tlic  Sells  witli  new  SlccpjK*r«, 
and  with  usinz  tlie  old  hoards  for  the  under  flonr.  anil  new 
boards  for  tlic  ujipcr  lioar,  and  to  Put  the  Seat^  up  n;;ain 
upon  tlie  >aid  Persons  Cost. 

l).  To  sec  if  tlie  Town  will  take  down  the  PrvS^iit  Tul- 
pit  in  the  mcetin-^  hois,  and  take  a\\ay  the  tabic,  and 
build  a  new  Pulpit  an  I  a  Deacu'i's  s^at  hvU^rv  the  Pulpit, 
and  cut  the  minister  s  Pew  and  the  women's  Pew,  to  make 
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Room  to  build  two  Scats  mor?,  one  on  the  mcn<  siJc.  and 
another  on  the  women's  siJc,  Lcfurc  ihc  rrcseni  fore 
Beats. 

4.  To  sec  if  the  Town  w  ill  ^rant  Liberty  to  any  Person 
or  Persons  that  m:iy  appear  to  I'o  the  woik,  he  or  ihcy 

having  the  Women's  Tew,  and  the  jjroiini  ihiit  may  bo 
spared  where  the  Piil[)it  stairs  now  arc,  to  build  a  l*c\v 
on. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  miike  Ilctnrn  (.f  this  Warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Select  men  on  cr  before  the 
time  of  s''  meeting. 

Date!  ac  M.irlbjrough  the  tw.^nty  fourtli  Day  of  March 
in  the  thiity  first  year  of  his  ^I  ijesty's  lleign,  A.  1).  IT'iS 
by  order  of  y^'  Select  men. 

J.  ^V^r^cn  Town  Clerk. 

After  the  (llsmi^siou  of  Mv.  Smith,  the  church 
was  cU'stitute  of  a  pa-tor  ahout  seven  yrars. 
At  hist,  after  hearinu'  a  nunii)er  of  caiuhditcs, 
Mr.  Asa  Tackanl  of  Ihidu^ewater  \vas  cho>en, 
and  was  ordained  March  '2'-li\,  ITS.j.  This  day 
has  always  been  remembered  from  this  fact ; 
that  the  snow  w:i^  thiai  lyim:  so  deep  as  to  cover 
the  to[)S  of  the  fences,  and  shM-hs  couUl  i>n>s 
over  tlie  fiehls  in  any  cHreetiou  n\  ith«>ut  dilfnail- 
ty.  The  t^nvn  ^^\'ot.'d  to  -iv.^  Mr.  TarKa'd 
for  a  setthani-at  to  be  paid,  one  half  ill 

one  yenr  from  tlie  da}  of  his  ordination,  the 
other  half  in  two  years  from  said  day;  and  for 
a  Sahiry  £100,  and  '20  cords  of  good  niarkcla- 
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bio  oak  wdikK  nit  and  brought  to  his  door,  at 
liis  dwc  lliii;^^  lu  iL-u  ill  saiil  MaillioinUL'iu  annu- 
ally, 1  a>  lie  rcinains  our  Miiu>i('r."'  la 
the  c'f)ur>c^  uf  liiur,  ow  ini:  to  the  iloprccialioii 
in  the  ('uri-ciicy,  .-alary  had  become  Ic^s  val- 
uable than  at  lir>t  ;  ami  in  a  eonmiuniealioii 
made  to  tlu^  cliun  lK  Nov.  sih,  ls0  4,  coniplaiu- 
ing  of  the  iuadu^uac)  of  his  Salary,  he  makes 
the  following'  i)i\)i)L)>ilion.  '-To  preMiit  any 
dis[)ute  oil  the  -uhjrft,  nii  the*  town's  jKirt  (M*  oil 
mine,  I  will  sllen;ly  and  quietly  abide  ihc  de- 
cision of  the  -eleet  men  who  >hall  bt»  chosen 
in  ]Mareli  IsOj,  to^rthrr  wlih  the  Deacons 
then  ill  oHite,  aird  will  receipt  the  Tieasuier 
for  one  year's  s.ihu}  on  rceeixin;^  A\hat  ihey 
shall  jiuli^i^  e([ui\aleiit  to  .S-^-i'^*-''>i  Maich 
1/785/'  He  al-o  I'hdj^cd  hiin.-(  If  to  make  no 
demand  of  tiie  t  jwii,  tor  eompen>alion  or  de- 
prceiaUon,  previtnis  to  Man  h  lM)4. 

In  IJeeember,  a  eommittLe  was  chosen  by 
the  town  eoiisistiiii;'  of  m  vcmi,  to  eon^^iiier  and 
report  on  this  ma:ier,  all  (jf  llu  in  opjio^  d  lo 
the  separation  uf  tlie  town  then  conlemplaied 
by  the  westerly  p  u  t,  w  hose  i)etition  wa>pc  ndin;; 
in  the  (jeiieial  Court/' 

This  eommiltee,  after  conferrinir  with  the 
pastor,  reported  uiiauimou-l\  in  la\or  ol  his 
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pvoi^o-itioii  ;  l.iit  tlic  tuwii  wnultl  not  adopt  the 
re[)()it.  Mr.  Tin  kaid  ilicii  a>k<Hl  a  clir>ini^^ii»n 
from  i\w  cliUK  h,  ;iiul  rccjuotc^d  ilicm  to  uuilc 
with  him  in  ciiUiiiir  council  lor  tliat  purpost*; 
but  the  ir([uost  \n  a-^  d-'uird.  'I  h;.s  action  ti( 
the  church  and  tow  n,  \va>  douijlh^s  in  a  threat 
measure  the  r( -ulr  of  the  serious  dilliculiit^s  in 
which  the  town  wa<  now  <o  ilecply  involved. 

The  threat  event  of  Mi'.  Packard's  mini?>try, 
was  the  division  of  tlie  t(»wn  into  the  East  and 
West  Parishes,  and  a  eorresponchni;  division  in 
the  chinch.  As  this  is  so  ch^sely  connected 
with  the  history  oi'  ih(.'  ciinrcli,  it  wdl  be  nec- 
essary to  give  a  brief  sketch  ol'  the  circum- 
stances which  h'd  to  it.  'I'lic  old  Meeting 
House  had  now  been  standini:  more  tlian  an 
hundred  years,  and  was  no  louiier  a  suitable 
pUice  for  [)ublie  wor>hi[).  'Vhc  (luc-tinn  which 
for  several  y(  ars  agitati  d  tlie  town,  and  wiiich 
finally  resulted  in  its  division,  related  to  the 
location  of  the  new  II  ei<.\  The  West  part 
of  the  town  claimed  thai  then'  was  only  one 
suitable  s[)iU.  and  that  wa>  the  old  connnon, 
where  everv  Mcetini;  ilou>(^  had  stood  since 
the  town  was  incor[)orat(Hl.  The  East  part  of 
the  town  maintained,  that  tln^  ohl  hxatiou  was 
not  central,  and  ju-tice  n  (piired  them  to  select 
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a  spot  wliidi  wniil.l  hc-t  afromnKxlatc  the 
greatest  iini!:'ii  r  ;  uhich  M>ut  was  iii-ailv  half 
a  inik^  t\i»t  t:  .'111  tlii^  corniiKin. 

In  June  l^ol,  ;i  ( 'niiiiitti(>  was  appointnl 
to  form  a  [)l;ni  of  tlir  town,  and  tako  the  Imirtli 
of  the  roads  Iradin^  to  every  house,  so  as  to 
find  the  nio.st  f cntral  >\un.     At  leni^tli,  Jan  1, 
ISOo,  after  sc^veral  other  h)r:iti(>ns  had  I)'rn 
proposed  and  r(  j(ct(  (l;  it  was  -  voted,  ^1  ior, 
and  10  a^-ainst  the  mention,  to  l)uild  a  Mrotini^ 
House  at  Spa-inu-  Hilh       callrd,  on  the  plarc 
or  spot  of  ground  uhieh  was  hitrlv  survcxed 
by  Silas  1^'lion.  i»\  (iiicriiou  of  a  ( \)niTn:tN  o 
of  the  town  clioMai  on  tlie  4rh  of  Juno  l^Of. 
Oil  con(hti()n  that  a  errtain  hond  executed  bv 
Dea.   Josiah   How,   Dea.  Ahner  (joodale  aiul 
otliers,  to  the  inhahitants  of  \\w  town  of  Marl- 
borough, hi'iirini:  (!att^Ia!l.  1 . 1  "^'^o,  tho  [>enal  ^uui 
of  three  thou-aiid  dollars,  eonidlioned,  amon 
other  things,  to  [)Ut  >ai(l  phiee  or  >pot  of  ground 
ill  suitable,   pinpcr  and  tit  couihiiou  to  orert 
said  buildinu^  upon,  in   eou^iileration  of  and 
exehangL^  for  the  tnd   Meeting"  Ilou^e  eotuiuon, 
or  the   vahie  thei-(M)f  in  money,  he  lodi^t-d  in 
the  hands  of  the  town  Tr.M^urer  of  the  tt»\vn 
of  MarlborouL:h,  tian-e  to  icmam  and  l)C  made 
use  of  for  the  boneht  of  the  town,  according 
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to  true  iiitiuit,  tenor  and  c^xpress  condition 
of  the  >ani''." 

The  town  eh()<e  as  their  hnildinir  comniittrc, 
''Mr.  Uriah  lu-i\\  I  )ra.  Ahner  (ioodale,  Jo- 
se[)h  r)riuh:ini.  jr.  Mr.  Micali  Shrniian, 

Mr.  John  L  v.m-,  Mr.  Kivwh  Corey,  Capt.  Jou- 
cUhan  \Veelv>,  Mr.  LowU  liii^huin,  I'apt. 
David  liriiihani,  Capt.  L()\ell  Dames,  and  Capt. 
AVilliani  A\'e--()n." 

The  ground  \va>  i)re[)ared  hy  tlie  individuals 
giving  the  bond,  and  was  acce[)ted  by  the  town 
Nov.  ISOo.  The  old  eonirnon  at  this  tune  con- 
sisted of  two  acKv^i,  one  half,  and  seveiiinMi 
rods,"  and  was  apprai-i  d  at  one  dollar  and  tifty 
cents  a  S([nare  ro,l.  As  the  coiumon  it^rlf 
conld  not  be  legall\"  given,  the  vahie  of  the 
common  \vas  ^iN  cn  as  a  e  )m[)ensation  for  pre- 
paring the  gronnd,  amonntiiiiT  aeeordinLT  to  the 
appraisal  to  six  hnndred  and  twcnty-tive  dollars 
and  fifty  cents. 

On  petition  of  Tonali  Hiee  and  «"i-lit  others, 
an  article  was  inlrodneed  into  the  warrant  ibr 
town  meeting  on  the  Kitli  of  .Inly  IsDl,  as  foU 
lows:  To  se(»wh(  th'M-  theywdl  i^ive  their 
consent,  that  tlixe  inhabit  ants  residing  in  the 
westerlv  part  of  Marlb oron^h  b'  incorporated 
and  a  si  tuate  town  nude  of  the  territory.'* 
Passed  in  the  negative,  lo  to  110. 
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In  tlie  WiiriMiit  callinir  a  town  moctirr^,  May 
2G,  ISOi],  a[)i)LMr^  lollowin;^'  aiiieU-:  To 
see  whrtlit^-  (lir  town  will  coiiscnt  iliat  Mossm. 
Geoi-n^o  \\'ill;ain^.  ^^'lll;;^^  llnyd.  Stephen  Krl- 
ton,  Phiiua^  Snl.,iiu)u  Uainrs,  Jonah 

Eice,  SaiMiicl  (;il)!..ai,  lUMijaniin  lilce,  jr., 
Moses  Ann  \\  illi;,m  Ainolcl,  v^r.,  with 
sucli  otluMs  a<  may  join  with  liiciiK  sliail 
be  iiicori)oiat((l  into  a  ifiiirious  society,  hy  Mich 
a  name  as  tlie  T.c-i-latuie  of  th*^  Common, 
wealtli  may  direct.  "  It  was  \oti  il,  TJ.j  to 
that  this  re(}U''>t  >liouM  not  be  granted  for  the 
following  rea-ons : 

*'lst.  The  town  has  hcan  iit  u'rcat  expense  to  oltain  a 
measurenKiit  of  the  town,  and  tmd  the  center  K;lsI  and 
West  is  near  where  their  new  Mteiinj^  House  now  ftluuds 
according  to  Gcii.  H  jI:ii:i!\'.s  Report. 

2d.  The  north  jiait  ot  the  town  had  a  just  claim  to 
havj  the  ho  is  j  vavhv  I  lu  a  ly  a  half  a  mile  f  irthcr  north, 
as  appears  by  said  llep<»rt.  hut  gave  up  that  rif;jht  for  the 
Bake  of  keepini:  the  Town  togttlaT,  anil  bcin^  uniti-il  ia 
one  Soeii  ty. 

*'  dd.  d  his  ctntr  il  sjiot  on  ^Ouch  the  Town  have  erec- 
ted th  ir  M(\  ti-  g  IIo.  ^i-,  dors  arconimodate  a  maj-  rily  of 
64  tamdics,  better  tiian  tlir  (dil  fDUunon  wouhl  have  clone. 

4th.  Tliis  sj)»»t  has  l)ct  n  ritted  by  individuals  at  an 
expense  of  nearly  SlO'iO.  f.r  llic  sole  purpjsc  of  k'-rpin:; 
the  town  together  in  cne  S(j  ii  ty. 

5th.  The  Town  has  nt«t  injured  th'.>.se  Pclitioncr-i  in  the 
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luc:itl()u  (jf  tliclr  ncsv  Mc-ain^  House,  but  have  (;i\cQ  llicm 
more  th;ui  tiiuir  ri^^lil,  as  will  bo  seen  by  tlic  l\an  ol'  ih« 

Tuwii. 

Gtli.  The  House  built  by  the  Town  is  HUlficicntly  lurj^e 

for  the  reception  of  tlie  wliole  Town. 

"  Ttli.  Sho  :1  I  they  ho  ^et  «.!f.  t!i:  Tnwri  would  be  !•  ft 
in  a  very  bail  sit  iutiun  :  the  inhabitants  bciii^  ubli^^vd  to 
travel  to  the  eJi^^e  of  t!ie  Pari>h.  and  at  the  hamc  tunc, 

oblij^cd  to  inuiiUaiu  the  Minister."* 

Duriiij^  this  tinu',  the  inluibitaiits  in  \\ic  west 
part  ot  the  town  had  l.ikvw  steps  for  fonuiiii^ 
a  new  Pari.slu  and  tor  buibiini:  a  ih-w  M(M»tip.;^ 
House.  This  (li^"i-•ion,  and  the  >iinid:;iiiefuis 
erection  of  two  hou>(\>  of  worvhi])  hy  liis  own 
people,  i)hiC(Mi  the  Ta-tor  in  a  tr\ini;  [)o>inoii. 
The  matter  was  tin.dly  hrouudit  to  a  cri.'^is,  by 
a  recpiest  of  the  Conimitrn'  of  th**  town  that 
Mr.  Packard  >honld  a--i>t  in  dechcatini:  the 
new  Meeting'  Ilou-e  at  S')r:nLr  Hill.  '1  ik*  Pas- 
tor declined  conii)l\inLr  with  this  rc4ne>t  ;  and 
a  nieetin<^  of  the  MarlhoroiiLrh  Association  was 
called  bv  him  and  the  Cuiniinilct*  to  ^nve  ihidr 
advice  in  the  matl^r.  'I'he  Association  met 
jMircli  -±tli,  at  Mr.  IVn  lv  ird\  lioUM\  and 

after  hearini;  :i  tnll  <taii  mmt  from  tUi»  C^oiu- 
mittees  of  l)o;h  PaiiMu-,  and  from  the  Pallor 
himsedf,  gave  the  ie>uU  of  their  delibcnitious 
as  follows ;  « 
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*'lst.  Fr*)'n  tlw  rcj)icsontations  maile  by  the  rominittc« 
on  the  part  of  tlie  town,  anil  the  (iuciim<nta  hy  tlicm  ex- 
hibited; it  is  tlic  opinion  of  the  Association  tliat  tbo 
^Icetin-  house  at  Spiin-  1 1  HI  rallecU  has  been  built  by 
the  town  of  MailborouL:!!,  pursuant  to  lerral  meetings  and 
votes  of  tlie  said  town. 

2d.  It  is  the  sense  of  tliis  Association,  that  the  iaid 
town  who  have  thus  built  tlie  Meeting:  house  and  mean  to 
con^rc-ate  there,  have  a  reasonable  and  Icj^al  claim  l.»  the 
Ministerial  ^crvir  s  ot  llev.  Mr.  Packard  in  said  houAe. 
But  as  there  exi>ts  a  re-^peofablc  minoiity  amounlin;;  to 
nearly  oue  half  of  the  (  hur<  h  arul  t«j\\n.  who  appear  de- 
termined not  to  assemble  at  Sj^rii:::  Hid, — and  havo  taken 
decided  steps  to  beco:nc  a  sepa  a-e  Society — thcftc  circum- 
stances have  s"gi;csted  coIl^c.cu^ious  scru{)les  to  Mr.  Pack- 
ard's mind  of  the  propriety  of  takiu;:  the  lead  in  dedica- 
ting said  MeetiiiL^  h  'usc  and  rendering'  his  services  there 
in  future,  and  induce  lum  to  cMi  a  (li>solutitin  of  bin  Pas- 
toral relation  to  tlic  C  h  ireh  and  pe'jj»le  in  Mailhoroii::h  ; 
and  the  Association,  wliile  they  sincerely  lament  the  ucca- 
gion  of  it.  both  on  L^ieir  o^^n  and  the  people's  account, 
cannot  but  aeiju:i  s -e  in  his  deteruiiiiatioa." 

Mr.  Packard  tlu  ii  k  jicati  d  liis  roqtirst  that 
tlie  Pastoral  r(  lati.»ii  cxi^tiiii:  b.  twrc-u  hiiii'-clf 
and  this  Church  and  bo  dissolvt'd, 

it  was  accordinuly  (1i-m)1\( d  hy  a  iimtual  (i)un' 
cil  coincaud  f<»r  that  [)ur[H)M\  April  10,  l^Oi}. 
Previous  to  the  luf ctiui:  of  the  Council.  Imw- 
ever,  tl.e  t(^\vn  had  :\r[rd  upon  th(»  rccjurst, 
prematurely  it  would  >ccui,  hy  voting  lliut 
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"  tli(^y  do  n^s()lv(^  and  •a^^vvl^  that  his  rc-hilion  as 
a  Minister  to  tlii^  Town,  aiul  ihi*  mi!Usic-ii;il 
contract  ^vhicll  now  i'xists  hetwct-n  him  and 
this  Cor[)oiatioiK  >h:ill  he  dissolwil  and  done 
awav.  And  ihcv  a(^c(Mdi!iL!ly  do  lu'irhy  dis- 
miss hhn  tVoni  all  fin  tlu  r  luinl^tri  ial  Service  in 
this  town/^ 

Mr.  Packaid  \va>  tlr.i>  dismi«i^rd  after  twenty, 
one  years  pastoral  lahor;  and  ]U  y.  K'-uht-n 
Puffer  of  IJerlin,  was  ( lio^ai  Moderator  of  the 
Church. 

'J  he  Mectiniz  Um\-r  erected  on  Sprini:  HilU 
and  also  ttie  one  erected  hy  the  inhal)ilanls  in 
the  west  part  of  th(^  town,  were  hoth  oimmuhI 
for  public  service,  on  the  >aine  day,  April  '21, 

The  :Meethn:  Uon-r  at  S[)rini:  Hill.  toi:ether 
with  the  exi)cai<(^  of  preparin-  tlie  iirounds, 
cost,  it  is  said,  b(^twecn  twenty  and  tweiity-tivc 
thousand  dollars.  The  hell  weighed  1:JIS 
pounds,  and  co-t  S''^"^'V7^. 

The  church  was  now  divided  into  two  noarly 
equal  bodic  s,  but  tho  two  UuVic.  une  nut  \et 
formed  into  separate  cliunho.  Sept. 
lS()(i,  the  followui-  Di^^rnt  u as  addressed  to 
the  IJev.  Keubcn  Tulf  i,  Moderator  ot*  the 
Church. 
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Sir: 

Tlie  prr-cnt  iirliappy  situation  nf  this  Cliurcli 
leads  us  tiie  S  il)M'i\h  ts.  ini'in')'Ts  (jf  >:ud  Church  in  vc 
uhir  stcindinix.  ti)  cntjr  with  you  this  our  Di^smt  to  the 
adm'ssioii  of  new  nieinhcrs,  or  the  tr:iiis*crrin.;^  oi  the  rc- 
lati.)n  of  any  nicnilier^  to  (>v  from  said  C'liuieh,  pre\  i  )us 
to  a  reg'ilar  nictting  of  the  same." 

On  the  2^  of  ()cto1)(n'  a  ivqu«'st  was  <(Mit  to 
the  Moderator,  from  the  hrancli  of  tlu^  Clniicli 
worshi[)i)inij:  at  S[)rin'j:  Hill,  tliit  a  ohurca 
meeting  might  be  called.  They  coini)lani  of 
the  interference  of  the  otlua-  branrh  of  tlie 
chnrch  with  tlieir  rights  and  pi  i\  ih^^es,  as  an 
a[)pointed  conununion,  and  [)ro;)o-rd  15aj;ti-nis 
had  been  snspmdrd  on  acconnl  of  their  Dis- 
sent. A  chnich  nK-eting  was  called  and  a  mu- 
tual conncil  invitiul  to  meet  and  ad\i>(*  thc^ 
church  in  its  [)r( -ent  dilhcnlticvs.  The  C'ouni  il 
met  Oct.  22,  and  cIoschI  its  labors  Oct.  2}-, 
recommending:  among  orlua'  thini_!s  the  f)Il()A'- 
hig  course  as  the  re>ult  of  their  delibera- 
tions : 

**  That  each  hranch  of  the  Ch  ireh  of  Christ  in  Mai  i])0- 
ro'igh,  have  lu'l  iii)erty,  except  as  he  reafter  e.\'"(  p'ed) 
isit'iout  any  otfence  to  the  ot  ler  hranch,  to  attend  upon 
and  enjoy  all  tlie  sp'X'ial  oidi  iauce^  of  t!ie  irospel.  and  to 
exercise  all  the  pjwors  and  privil..' j;es  of  a  rcg  dar  Christ- 
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ian  churcli  in  sortaratc  and  distinct  bodies,  at  such  times 
and  in  sueh  plarcs  as  cacdi  branch  may  cliojsc  fur  itself, 
until  a  reunion  of  t!ie  cliurcli  may  be  criV  ctrd  ;  or  some 
legal  decision  had  on  the  state  of  the  town." 

That  the  two  branches  of  th;' chiirch  a_;rje,  by  acccnt- 
inij;  this  result,  tliat  in  case  the  min'T  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  town  sho'dd  be  le^'-aliy  inc(jr[)  )rated  i'lto  k 
distinct  Society,  then  the  branch  of  the  church  which  may 
choose  to  be  united  with  such  corporation,  shall  be  wliully 
released  from  its  connection  and  covenant  enLraL^ements 
with  the  otaer  branch,  and  may  become  in  a  re^'uhir  way  a 
distinct  church,  bearing:  the  name  (jf  the  West  Churcii  in 
Marlborough  ;  and  that  in  such  an  event,  the  bianch  of 
the  church  united  with  the  majority  of  the  tcjw  n.  shall 
likewise  be  wholly  released  from  its  connection  and  cove- 
nant engagements  with  the  other  branch,  and  shall  be 
known  and  acknowled_^ed  as  a  distinct  and  rcLTular  cliurch, 
bearing  the  name  of  the  East  Church  in  Mariborou^ii."' 

'*  In  case  of  an  actual  division  of  the  C  hurch  in  any 
regular  way,  or  in  conse(|U'  nee  of  an  incorporation  of  that 
part  of  the  town  with  which  the  West  branch  of  t:ie 
Church  is  united,  tliat  there  be  an  e([ual  ilivision  of  all  tiie 
property,  of  whatever  name  or  nature,  exce[)t  the  Church 
Records,  which  belong  to  the  whole  church,  between  the 
said  two  branch(>s  nf  it,  no  rei;ard  bein_r  had  to  a  majority, 
be  it  found  in  which  branch  it  may  ;  and  that  untd  such  a 
division  of  the  property,  ail  the  vessels  of  tlie  Sanctuary 
be  kept  in  such  pLiCes  as  will  be  mo<t  con^c!llent  for  loth 
branches  of  the  church,  and  cipially  free  for  t!ie  use  of 
both  branches,  thougli  on  different  days.""' 

*The  church  vessels  were  kept  at  the  li'ai.-  uf  Siia^m  Sto'.vo.  wliere 
theTuwn  ILnise  now  stau.is.  until  tlio  elairch  was  tiually  divid-d. 
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That  as  tliorc  in:iy  be  a  connert'on  hctwecii  thf?  civil 
and  ccrlesiii^tiral  Uln  or.ls  of  the  t(j\vii,  the  ('h'lich  Ko- 
cords  shall  be  assigned  to  tliat  branch  of  the  Ch  irch 
united  witli  a  nKijurity  of  the  town."' 

Both  branclics  of  the  C'lnircli  acc(^[)t( d  iliis 
result  "  without  a  (li.">>entin:,^  voice. 

The  number  of  actiuij:  male  mcmljers  whose 
names  appear  at  this  date  is  47  ;  of  t]i(-(»  '2i 
bek)nged  to  the  West  Branch  of  the  chuin  h, 
and  2o,  inchidiny-  ah  the  Deacons,  belouycd  to 
the  East  branch. 

On  the  2:]'i  of  Feb.  ISOS,  tlie  AVest  part  of 
the  town  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  as 
the  Second  Parish  in  Marlborough  ;  and  en 
the  5th  of  ?^[arch  the  West  Church  was  oru:in- 
ized.  On  the  of  March,  Rev.  Asa  Pack- 
ard was  installed  over  the  Church  as  its  tir^t 
Pastor,  and  retained  his  pastoral  oilice  until 
May  1*2,  ISTJ.  lie  afterwards  reinowMl  to 
Lancaster  in  this  State,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death. 

Thus  ended  this  unhappy  strife,  in  whicli  for 
several  veais  tlu^  town  ha<l  l)c-en  involved.  Its 
eftects  wen^  most  disa-tious,  and  are  still  tVlt, 
even  after  tlu^  laixe  of  half  a  century.  In  the 
erection  of  tw(^  IIou>es  of  worship,  (uid  in  the 
expense  of  advocatim^^  and  opposing  the  divi- 
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siou  of  the  town,  tlu  ro  luu.-t  li;i\'e  been  :i  cost 
of  between  thirty  iind  forty  thousand  dollars; 
and  some  families  became  straitened  and  ahnost 
impoverished  by  their  hivish  e\[)en(Utur('s  in 
carrying  out  a  favorite  [)hin.  I]ut  worsts  than 
all  this,  and  more  injurious,  were  the  feuds  that 
sprung  up  ;  the  bitterness  of  fecHng  awakened  ; 
the  personal  hostilities  that  were  enkindh^d  and 
carried  to  the  grave  ;  and  the  local  jeah)usies 
which,  perhaps  even  now,  are  not  entirely 
extinct.  lieli^ious  interests  were  involv(.^d  in 
the  strife,  and  religion  also  suiiered.  It  was  a 
great  hindrance  to  the  spread  of  genuine  piety, 
and  for  a  long  time  was  felt  as  an  oljstacle  to 
the  progress  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

Mr.  Packard,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was 
born  in  Bridgewater.  At  the  age  of  sixteen, 
he  entered  the  revolutionai-y  army  as  a  lifer. 
In  an  enirai>*ement  near  IJarlem  Ileiuiits,  a 
companion  who  had  made  great  boa-ts  of  his 
valor,  seizing  Mr.  Packard's  life  and  gi\  ing  him 
his  musket  in  return,  tied  to  a  place  of  safety. 
i\Ir.  Packard  laced  the  eniany  and  engaged  in 
the  conflict,  but  soon  received  a  wound  \vhich 
it  was  thought  would  prove  fatal.  The  bail 
entered  his  back  just  above  the  hi[)  ;  and 
though  an  attem[)t  was  made  to  extract  it,  yet 
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so  sovero  was  tlio  o[)(M-ati()ii,  tliat  tln.^  >iri*^(  on 
feared  he  would  die  in  his  hmids,  and  wns 
oblig(^d  to  dt'sist.  A  severe  ilhu-s  rollt>\v((l  :ii 
coi]s(H|uerice,  and  wlicn  .-nfliricntl v  r(M:ovor( 
he  left  the  army  and  n^turned  homo.  ^\'h(  n 
his  heahh  was  Inlly  re.^tor(  (h  he  eonuiionei d  a 
course  of  preparation  for  the  ministry,  and  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  Colleiie. 

He  married  a  danp:hter  of  Jwsiah  (^uiiicy  of 
Braintree,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  (>nin('v, 
with  whom  he  lived  more  than  half  a  ecaitniy. 
They  had  six  children,  only  two  of  ^vhuni  uow 
survive. 

One  who  had  every  opportunity  of  knov/ing 
his  opinions,  and  whose  near  relation>hi[)  to 
him  gives  authority  to  speak  on  the  subject, 
makes  the  following  statenuait  in  n^^ard  to  his 
religious  sentinumts.  When  ^dr.  Pack  ird 
was  settled  in  Marlborougli  he  was  calhHl  an 
Arminian,  but  after  his  removal  to  Lanca^r 
he  united  with  the  Oitliodox  Church  then  in 
existence  in  the  town  of  Bolton.  Aft(a-  th<it 
had  become  extinct,  many  of  it>  meml)ers  uni- 
ted with  tlie  cliiucli  in  Lancaster,  and  Ih^  aided 
in  the  establisliment  of  that  now  tiourisliing 
church,  and  was  a  cheerful  suj^pcu'ter  of  it  until 
his  decease.    It  is  due  to  liim  to  say,  that  he 


4^ 

never  was  a  Uiiitai'lan,  and  when  lie  he.rd  of 
the  first  iuiiii>ter  who  driiii'il  the  d  x;!  niir  ot 
the  Atonenuuit.  h'.^  remarlvcd  wiih  t- ais,  that 
without  it,  the  Ihhh^  \va>  to  him  a  (i.  ;fd  h  rtcr.'' 

Perha[)s,  after  aU.  it  would  hi^  !U( iriw-orrcct 
to  say,  that  he  had  nexcu'  formed  for  nim-clf 
any  definite  sy-tcan  of  doctriu  d  hi^Iiid".  lirs 
mind  was  nioie  di>iin^uisiic(l  I'or  ir-;  ro'tdiiic<>;, 
than  for  its  method  ;  and  he  soians  to  have  iicld 
opinions  in  rei^^ard  to  (hrtereut  doctrnies  \vhi(  h 
were  not  consistent  with  eaeli  otlan*.  and  which 
could  not  be  combined  into  a  loi;i(  id  sv^tem. 
Different  i)ers()ns  who  have  known  iuin  \vi'll, 
have  for  ihis  reason  classed  him  with  (hiu  ront 
denominations  ;  since  on  some  points,  his  \  i'  ws 
seemed  to  coincide  with  the*  Lnitariim,  and  on 
others  with  the  Orthodox  ^Siandards  of  doc- 
trine. This  was  tht.^  vic^w  entertained  of  iiis 
theological  0[)inions,  by  one  of  tlu-  most  dis- 
tin<rui>hed  preachers  of  Xew  Kn.uhnai. 

Mr.  Packard's  death  was  vcny  sudden.  He 
had  been  in  his  usuid  health  ;  and  on  connui^ 
in  from  his  usual  business,  sat  down  to  li-ten 
to  a  lettcu*  from  a  distant  brotlu  r.  ^\'h;le  it 
was  beiui^  read  to  him,  la*  <unk  back  and  im- 
mediatelv  ex[)ired.  He  died  March  *id.  h^i:}, 
ajjed  83  years.     His  wife  died  on  the  thiid  of 
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the  February  followiui; — tli(.^  iiitirniities  of 
age — at  the  advnnccHl  aq-e  of  years. 

It  will  be  a{)pr()priat(*  here  to  ineiition  the 
Funds  which  helonij^  to  tlij  church.  'J'racUtiou 
says,  that  duriui^  the  uiiuistry  of  It(  v.  Mr. 
Brinismead,  Bcthia  V\'oods,  (hui^-hL^-r  of  J;Mn(,'S 
AVoods,  left  a  legacy  to  this  church  of  live 
pounds.  This  sum  was  put  (^u  iutoi-cst  and 
almost  forgotten,  till  in  the  year  1^0'J  s(nue 
circumstance  recalled  it  to  mind,  and  inj^uiry 
was  made  in  regard  to  it.  The  note  was  found 
among  the  papers  belonging  to  the  church, 
given  by  a  brother  then  deceased;  but  on  the 
face  of  the  note  were  certain  original  and 
unaccountable  defects,  besides  havnig  hern 
outlawed  a  number  of  years.  15ut  the  son, 
believing  that  his  father  once  signed  tlie  note, 
offered  to  pay  the  principal  and  half  the  intir- 
est,  amounting  to  more  than  twenty  dollars. 
After  using  a  part  of  it  for  detrayini:  some 
church  ex[)enses,  thirteen  dollars  arid  tifty-(Mght 
cents  remained  in  the  treasury  of  the  church. 
This  smn  sugi^ested  the  idea  of  rai>ing  a  Fund 
for  the  relief  of  indigent  members  of  the 
church,  and  it  was  at  once  increased  by  sub- 
scriptions until  it  amountiul  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.    At  the  division  of  the  cliurch 
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into  the  Eiist  niid  West  clir.rchcs,  tliis  I'iii:<I 
Ava^  (Mjiuilly  (lixidcil  helwciMi  tli<  iii.  l-^iu'l 
was  called  the  Wotjds  Fund/'  iu.  honor  of  i;s 
first  contributor,  and  is  left  in  the  hands  oi'  thi3 
Deacons  of  the  church  as  Tiu-trivs. 

Previous  to  the  division,  llanuidi  rri(^>t 
this  town  left  a  bequest  ot  one  liun'lred  dollars 
to  the  church,  of  which  this  church  l-ecei\(Ml 
fifty  dollars.  After  the  division.  Dea.  Samuel 
Howe  left  to  this  church  tlie  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  and  both  these  legacies  wi  re 
expended  in  1S32,  by  vote  of  the  church,  for 
the  support  of  preaching.  I'he  only  Funds 
now  belonij:in£^  to  the  church  are  the  W Oods 
Fund,"  and  the  Goodale  Fund,  to  be  mentioned 
hereafter. 

After  Mr.  Packard's  dismission,  the  church 
listened  to  several  candidates  for  settlement 
without  bein^  able  to  unite  on  anv  one  as  thrir 
minister.  Among  tiiese  was  Mr.  Kdv/aid  Pay- 
son,  afterwards  of  Portland,  who  commiMiced 
his  ministry  in  this  palace.  lie  was  licenced  to 
preach  May  20,  Fs()7,  ar.d  ^lay  2lth  preacln  d 
his  first  sermon.  The  following  is  an  extract 
fi^om  his  Journal,  referring  to  that  day. 

Was  favored  with  coiisldcrublu    fervency,  life,  anj 
sense  of  depenclciicc,   tiii.s  inoriiui-.     LMd^avLiLvi  to  e.^it 
5* 


52 


myself  wholly  on  the  Lord  for  support.  Felt  thiinkful  it 
Avas  rainy.  There  r,-ore  vcM-y  fru'  pe(>pl(«  at  niectin.:  :  and 
I  just  got  through  without  stoppini^.  Spula;  too  last  and 
too  low.  Was  a  good  deal  de[)ressrd  afu-r  n^rctin.:.  In 
the  afternoon,  did  a  little  hettur,  hut  still  had  r^nou  jh  . 
Was  very  much  fatigued  and  almost  in  a  fever  ;  hut  en- 
joyed some  comfort  after  meeting."' 

Mr.  Paysoii  supplied  tlic  pul[)it  tliiitrcu  Sab- 
baths,  and  during  that  time  ij^avc  abundant 
indications  of  his  superior  al)ilities  and  faith- 
fulness as  a  preacher.  A  number  of  convfu'- 
sions  took  place  during  tliis  period  ;  and  sr^veral 
persons  now  survive  who  regard  liim  as  the 
instrument  of  lending  them  to  Christ.  As  a 
large  part  of  his  hc^arers  did  not  sympathize 
with  his  doctrinal  views  and  his  pointed  and 
impressive  style  of  preaching,  he  never  received 
a  call.  His  last  sermon  was  preaclied  from 
Luke  19:  41,  42. 

Mr.  Sylvester  F.  Bucklin  of  "Rehobotli  was 
the  sixth  minister  of  this  church,  and  thf^  first 
after  its  division.  He  was  a  gracb.iate  of  Ih'own 
University  in  ISO.;,  and  was  ordained  Xov.  2, 
1808.  Rev.  Mr.  Tlill  of  Urhoboth,  otfenMl  rlie 
Introductory  Praycn* :  Kev.  Mr.  Cl;irk  of  Nor- 
ton preaclied  tl)(.^  S(a-mon  ;  lU^v.  Mr.  Adams  of 
Acton  gave  the  Charge;  th(^  Consecrating 
Prayer  'vvas  offered  by  Rev.   Mr.  Kidlogg  of 
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Franuni;liain  ;  Rev.  ^Tr.  Iliph'V  of  Con- 
cord gavo  the  Right  Hand  of  l^  Uow-hii)  ; 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Foster  of  Jvast  Sudbury  ortl-red 
the  Coneluding  Prayer.  Th(^  boinion,  from 
Luke  2:  49,  toi2;ether  with  th(^  Charge^  and 
Right  ]Tand  of  Feno\v>lii[),  wme  jiuldi^hiwl  iuid 
are  still  preserved.  ^Ir.  Fuckhn">  Salary  was 
;^6()()- 

Only  two  or  tliree  references  to  Sacrcul  Mu>ic 
have  been  found  in  the  Records  of  th(^  Church. 
In  179o  the  church  voted  to  foih)\v  its  u>ual 
custom  of  reading  the  Hymn  or  r>ahn.  line  by 
line.  In  1807,  a  ComniittCL'  \vas  chosiai  to 
report  on  what  regulations  are  proper  in 
regard  to  singing  on  Sacramental  occasions  ; 
who  shall  perform  and  what  tunes  'J  he  fir.-t 
recorded  action  of  tliis  Parisli  in  regard  to  it 
was  in  Oct.  1S()8,  when  the  society  voted  to 
hire  ]Master  Sanger  one  week,  to  teach  the 
singers  in  the  Parish,  previous  to  the  oi'dina- 
tion.  This  indicates  that  choir  sin<nnir  had 
already  been  adopted. 

Prayer  greetings  l)egan  to  be  In^ld  from  time 
to  time  as  early  as  about  ISIO  ;  but  tluae  is  no 
record  of  any  such  mec^tinu^  being  (^stabli.^hcd 
by  vote  of  the  Church,  and  at  stated  seasons, 
until  K-27. 


The  Fenifile  rxMun'olciit  Socictv  "  was 
fornirtl  1).  c.  ol,  1^17.  "  Tlu^  Ladies  iiirt  at 
^Ir,  l'liad(l(Mis  Waa  ri^n's  and  lornu'd  thrni^cU  cs 
into  a  Society,  and  elected  the  foilowinir  oiilcers 
for  the  current  year,  viz  : 

Persis  Gnndale.  l.st  Directrc-s  ;  T.ucy  1I()\V(.% 
2d  Directress  ;  So|)hia  ^^'al•ren,  'l'rea>nrer  ; 
Lucy  Goodale,  Cor.  vSc  Rec.  Sec.  ;  Sophia  Rie(^, 
Mehscent  Warren,  and  CathLuinc  iiruce,  Man- 
agers. 

The  first  Sabbath  School  was  comm^'nccHl  in 
connection  with  this  church,  ly  ol,  ISIS. 
It  was  held  for  a  number  of  yc^ars  in  th(^  old 
School  House  wdiich  stood  a  few  rods  south 
west  from  the  Meetini^  I[ou<c.  Mr.  David 
Goodale  was  the  first  Su[)!n-iuteudent,  and  was 
assisted  by  Mr.  Samuel  \Vitt.  Mi.-s  Sopliia  liice, 
Miss  Persis  Goodale,  Mi-s  laicy  Goodal(\  A[iss 
Lucv  Howe  and  Miss  So])hi:i  W'arrim  a^  ti  ach- 
ers.  Mr  Buckhn  bcamj^  absenc  on  e\ehan:j:e, 
llev.  Dr.  Puffer  of  iierlin  opened  the  .school 
Avith  an  add i ess  to  the  teacliers  and  scholars, 
and  at  the  clo^e  of  his  nMuarks  olferc^l  prayer. 
The  school  then  consistcMl  of  4  4:  scholars,  8 
boys  and  3l)  <^irls,  the  oldest  scholar  beinij^ 
only  1-3  years  of  a^e.  Ti\c  tirst  class  studied 
"  Cummings'  Questions  on  the    New  Testa- 
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mcut the  second  class,  EiiKn'soir.s  Cate- 
chism;" the  third  chiss,  llvauirelical  and 
Fcinidiar  Cate('lii>m/'  Any  parent  had  the 
privilege  of  selectini^'  any  other  Catechism  tor 
his  children,  or  any  part  of  tlie  Bible  which 
he  wished  them  to  commit  to  memory. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  school,  the  fol- 
lowmg  method  was  adopted  to  induce  tlie 
scholars  to  commit  passages  of  Scripture  and 
hymns  to  memory.  Tickets  ^vere  procurcfl  l)y 
the  Superiutendent,  re[)resentinijj  in  value 
three,  six,  tw^elve  or  tifty  cents,  and  the  scholar 
was  rewarded  with  one  of  these,  according  to 
the  amount  he  was  able  to  recite.  When  the 
tickets  thus  obtained  amounted  to  a  sufficient 
sum,  the  value  of  them  in  the  form  of  a  book, 
or  some  other  useful  article,  was  given  to  the 
pupil.  This  method  probably  had  a  strong 
influence  at  that  time  iu  increasing  and  retain- 
iner  the  members  of  the  school. 

In  June  ISIS,  a  subscription  paper  was  put 
in  circulation  wliich  read  as  follows  :  Deem- 
ing no  sacrifice  too  i^reat  to  promote  the  b(^nev- 
olent  object  for  which  the  Son  of  God  became 
incarnate;  we  tlu^  subscribers  resolve  to  con- 
tribuce  annually  whatever  is  affi.\fMl  to  our 
names  for  the  encourng(Mn(MU  ot  those  children 
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in  ^[arlboroiiLili  will  roininit  to  incniorv 

tlioir  Catt^clii.siiu  Ininiis,  or  pDiMons  of  llio 
Sacred  Scri[)turcs,  and  will  d(*\()ti?  their  little 
earnings  in  this  way  tor  tlu*  (Mliicaiioii  ot'a  hea- 
then child  at  Ceylon,  to  be  named  S/j/rt'stcr 
Fuller  Backl'm.^^ 

The  Sabbath  School  was*  for  a  long  time 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  church  ;  but  in 
1853  the  chnrch  votcl  to  leave  tlie  school  to 
make  choice  of  its  su[)erint(aidentj  without  th(3 
usual  nomination  on  their  [)art. 

In  Mav  1818,  the  church  votcvl  to  choo-e  a 
Committee  of  three  to  examine  candidates  f')r 
admission  to  the  church,  and  also  for  receiving 
the  Baptismal  Covenant.  Previous  to  this 
time,  there  was  really  no  examination  in  regard 
to  doctrinal  belief  or  religious  experieaice.  A 
wdsh  was  expressed  to  the  Pastor  of  uniting 
with  the  church,  and  sometimes  a  writt(Mi  com- 
munication was  nrule  to  him  and  read  betbre 
the  church,  and  tia^  candidate  was  received. 
The  church  had  no  Articles  of  l\uth,  and  of 
course  no  standard  ef  doetrint^  ex^vpt  tlu^  one 
contained  in  th(^  (\»V(^nant.  d'he  a[)[)()int ment 
of  this  Connnittee  predueed  thes(^  two  hcMiefi- 
cial  results;  it  led  to  greater  care  in  n^-eiving 
only  tho^e  who  ga^■e  ^ood  evidence  of  genuine 
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piety  ;  and  also  vcrv  soon  aboli^lu d  tlic  i)iac- 
tice  of  otlcrinij^  children  {'or  li;q)Lisiii  under  the 
Hall-Way  Covenant.  In  Jan.  1^*>?7,  ir,  was 
voted  that  tliose  cinnhii^-  from  otlna'  ehnrehes, 
shonld  a[)[)ear  Ix^fore  the  (.'hnrch  Coniinilteo 
for  examination. 

The  South  Middlesex  Conference  of  ehnrehes 
was  formed  Aui^ast  *2(),  l^'i.s.  This  church 
became  connected  with  it  on  the  Sth  of  Oetoher 
of  the  same  year.  On  the  5th  of  October,  the 
followin<^  resolutions  were  ado[)tcd: 

"1st.  KesolveJ,  tliattliis  Cluirch  approve  of  church  con- 
ferences, and  when  rightly  manai^cd,  hi  lievc  them  t  )  be 
well  calculated  to  promote  practical  piety."  iM.  Re- 
solved, that  this  church  req  iest  a  union  with  the  South 
Middlesex  Conference,  which  is  to  meet  at  Framin_;hani 
next  Wednesday." 

July  11th,  1830.  ''The  chnreh  voted  that 
they  approve  of  the  change  takini^  [)lace  in 
the  conimnnity  with  regard  to  W(\irinu'  nionrn- 
ing  a[)[)arel  on  funeral  occasions  ;  and  that 
they  engage  for  tlieni-eUes,  and  to  n>'e  tlunr 
influence  with  tlieir  finiilies  to  induce  them 
also,  to  dis[)ense  with  it  on  such  occasions." 

This  church  ht^iran  to  m  ike  contrihunons  to 
benevolent  oljects  a!)out  the  year  lb  10. 
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During  '^Iv.  ruckliirs  iiilni^lry,  tlu^rc  \m^vc 
not  wautinjj:  cxidt'iiccs  of  the  hlcNsin.j- 
of  God.  'i'liero  ^^■cl■e  two  sca-oii.^  of  s[)(^ci;il 
religious  interest,  and  on  (^aeli  oceasion 
were  gathered  into  the  ehurch  as  the  prcfious 
fruits  of  Christian  lalx^r.  It  was  duriiiLT  tiiis 
period  also  that  those  differenees  of  opinion 
became  so  marked  and  manifest,  which  (Hs- 
turbed  the  peace  and  harmony  of  so  manv 
churches,  and  led  to  the  di^mi^sion  of  so  many 
faithful  pastors.  It  was  also  during  his  minis- 
try that  the  custom  so  generallv  prcn-niled  f>f 
holding  what  were  termed  -'Protracted  Meet- 
ings," and  whicli  were  then  tlionuht  to  l)e  pro- 
ductive of  great  good,  but  whicii  are  now  gen- 
erally regarded  as  of  but  doubtful  ex'pediency. 
Meetim^s  of  tliis  kind  were  held  bv  this  church 
during  the  year  lbo2,  and  several  were  hope- 
fully converted. 

Mr.  Bucklin  was  dismissed  June  20,  18:12, 
and  has  never  been  settled  a  second  time.  The 
Council  cxpressc^d  in  their  nv-ult  tlie  utmost 
confidence  in  iii>  ehri^iian  and  ministerial  char- 
acter, and  cordially  icconnnended  him  to  tlic 
confidence  of  tlu^  churches,  t^ince  his  dismis- 
sion he  has  residcMl  an)ong  the  ])eople  of  his 
first  and  only  charge,  fiourishing  in  a  green  old 
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age,  aiid  onjoying  the  respcTt  and  affection  of 
tlie  entire  connnunity  ui  which  he  li\(>s.  Ai.d 
it  d(*serves  to  be  made  a  matter  ot'  special 
record,  that  although  a  retired  minist(M',  he  has 
always  S()nij:ht  tiie  best  intercvsts  ot'  this  church 
and  society,  and  his  successors  in  tlie  ministry 
have  always  found  him  a  firm  friend  and  an 
active  and  cheertul  assistant.  No  one  has  had 
reason  to  complain,  that  he  has  souLrht  to  in- 
jure their  intluence  or  counteract  tiieir  u>ehd- 
ness. 

Immediately  after  the  dismission  of  Urv  Air. 
Bucklin,  thoiC  differences  of  opinion  be;^^au 
openly  to  manifest  themselves  wliich  resulted 
in  the  division  of  so  many  churches  in  tliis 
Commonwealth.  The  ([uestion  which  now 
divided  the  society,  was,  wnetlier  their  minis- 
ters in  future  should  be  men  of  Orthodox  or 
Liberal  sentiments.  The  party  which  desired 
a  thorough  evangelical  ministry,  were  a  major- 
ity of  the  church  but  a  minority  of  the  socie- 
ty ;  and  finding  it  ini[)Ossd)le  to  secure  their 
object,  took  measuies  to  form  themselves  into 
a  separate  society.  On  the  l^th  of  March, 
li5'3'3,  a  pa[)er  was  rik'd  with  tlie  Clerk  of  the 
First  l^uish,  certit}ing  that  about  titty  of  its 
former  members  had  withdrawn,  and  formed 
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them>olvcs  into  Th^^  Hi  ^t  En  r.n!:-(>lir:il  Con- 
givgatioiial  Socut}/'  On  t!i(^  l^t  of"  April. 
18')'),  the  churrli  voted  lo  wor^liio  Avitli  this 
Soci(^ty  ;  and  1-]  out  of  the  Dl  nicinhcis  w  ith- 
drew from  tlicir  ronncr-tion  witii  the  l-'ii-^t  Vwv- 
ish.  The  First  P;ni>h  and  innainina'  church 
members  held  by  law  the  Meeting-  Ilo(i-(^  and 
the  ('hur(di  Pro[)erty  ;  a  church  \v:is  oriinni/rd: 
and  Mr.  Bucklin  \\'as  em[)loyf d  to  ^u[)[)ly  their 
pulpit  for  the  year. 

1  he  Evangelical  Society,  and  the  hianch  of 
the  church  connected  with  it,  invitcnl  Mr. 
Charles  Forbush  to  become  their  r;'>tor.  He 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  ordained  Ault. 
21,18  3. 

Early  in  183-k  proposals  wer(^  made  by  a 
Committee  of  the  l-'ir:>t  Parish  to  the  Deacons 
of  that  branch  of  tlie  cluircli  connected  with 
the  P:lvangelical  Society,  for  a  union  of  tlu^  Wvo 
Societies.  These  {)ropo<als  iu)t  l)eing  sati:dac- 
tory  to  this  branch  of  the  chur(  !i,  the  I  'cacons 
and  tlie  Committee^  recommend(Ml  that  b(>th 
Societies  unite  in  c;illiug  a  murual  C(;rincil 
to  advise  on  what  conditions  the  }-  sh(,add  b(^- 
come  united.  As  a  pi(diminary  ^top.  it  was 
demanded  by  tlic^  First  Parish,  that  Mr.  ]M)r- 
bush  shoidd  be  disn]is^ed,  and  they  in  turn, 


61 

pledged  tliemsohc^s  to  favor  tlie  <p!tlrMiie!;t  of 
any  man,  tor  wlunn  rwo  third,-  ot  tlie  h\aii^<.li. 
cal  Society  would  vote. 

This  Couiied  was  eonv(Mi(Ml  Mai(  h  1!),  l"-:!!, 
and  the  foil  jwinu^  quobtioiis  wm^  Mil)init{(d  t(; 
them  for  iheir  decision.  Ut.  >iiail  the  elmrc  U 
belonging  to  tlic  Evan^'eiical  Social y  iniiU'  wi;h 
the  church  belonging  to  th(^  I'^irst  Pari>li,  or 
vice  versa;  or  in  whit  way  shall  tlie  diftrren- 
ces  between  tlieiu  be  adjusted  or  a  union  eiiee- 
ted  ?  2d.  What  dis[)f)sition  shall  b(^  made  of 
the  property  belon^inu:  to  the  church  at  the 
time  Mr.  Bucklin  was  disnn>>ed.'' 

The  Council  embodied  the  substance  of  their 
result  in  these  words  : 

"The  Council  cannot  advise  the  cliu'Th  connected  with 
the  P^vangelical  Sucici  v  to  l;o  hack  to  the  lu)u>e  of  tlie 
First  Parish,  because,  as  they  believe,  it  is  not  exprdi:  nt  to 
make  it  a  ho  :se  of  worshi[)  for  any  Sfji  icty.  A:ui  >ho  .Id 
it  be  altered  and  repaired,  it  may  still  be  tbe  prupLrty  of 
the  First  Parish,  and  as  such,  be  und^T  it^^  U'd.:y.ired  con- 
trol. But  we  do  recommend  that  the  clnirch  connect'.^tl 
with  the  Evan'_r^dical  Society  shall  receive  ir.to  fel'owship 
those  members  who  worship  with  the  First  Parish  (ui  >\u'\i 
terms  as  the  said  cliarch  shall  deem  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  truth  and  liaruuiny.'' 

The  union  of  tlie  two  branches  of  tho  oriu^" 
inal  church,  was  not  howevcu'  yet  ettected.  It 
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was  not  (lecirl(Ml,  wln  tlKn'  botli  liraiichos  wcro 
true  churches,  or  only  one:  and  it'  one  wiiich 
one;  and  bcsidos,  the  diihcu!ri(vs  had  been 
greatly  increased  from  the  faff,  that  a  iueinb('r 
had  been  received  from  a  Unitarian  churcii  and 
promoted  to  the  ofrice  of  a  Dr^icon  in  one 
branch,  wliom  the  other  branch  could  nol  ftd- 
lowship  in  that  position.  A  Council  was  there- 
fore called,  March  1  1,  l^oG,  which  decided  that 
both  branches  were  churcluvs,  althoujj^h  tln^y 
were  not  prepared  to  sanction  all  the  steps,  or 
approve  all  the  circumstances  of  the  se[)ara- 
tion.  It  was  recommended,  also,  tliat  Articles 
of  Faith  be  drawn  up  for  the  members  of  both 
churches  to  sign ;  and  as  the  Deacon  above 
mentioned  offered  to  re>iLni  liis  otfice  on  condi- 
tion that  a  union  be  eifected,  the  remainin^)^ 
Deacons  should  be  considerf^d  the  olhetus  (»f 
the  one  united  church.  On  the  l>th  of  March, 
both  churches  met  in  convention  and  V()te<l 
unanimously  to  acc(^pt  the  advice  and  rtv^ult  of 
the  council."  'J1ie  J)eacons  then  pn^sented  the 
"Articles  of  Faith,  (dev(Mi  in  nniiihin',  which 
were  read  and  acted  upon  on(^  at  a  time,  and 
every  article  was  [uicd  upon  and  sii^iuMl  jn<t 
as  [)resent(ul/'  '1  hus  the  two  branches  of 
the  church,  which  had  been   separated  since 
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April    1st,  arc  now  iinit(Hl   into  one 

church." 

The  First  Paii.sli,  and  {lie  V\v>i  K\;niij('l- 
ical  Congr(\!j:ational  Sociuty/'  petitioned  t he 
Legisliituic  to  be  incor[)orat((l  as  tli(^  I'liinu 
Society  r  cind  on  tlie  Ut  of  A'pril  l  ^oo.  ihry 
held  their  first  nieetinu'  and  voted  to  recei\e 
the  Act  of  Incori)oratLon. 

April  29,  l6']o,  the  Union  Society  voted  to 
take  down  the  old  Meeting  House  which  had 
been  standing  since  1^()(),  and  erect  a  wvw  one 
on  nearly  the  same  s[)ot.  This  new  llou>c 
was  dedicated  Sei)t.  13,  l^oG. 

As  the  First  Parh-h  nuule  it  a  condition  of 
union,  that  Mr.  Forbush  should  be  di-nii--'  d, 
his  connection  with  the  Evanuelieal  Society 
was  dissolved  March  2(),  IS^Mr,  by  an  FA*(  le-i- 
astical  Council.  He  was  soon  afterward-  in- 
stalled over  the  Congregational  Church  m 
Northbridge. 

In  October  of  the  same  year,  a  call  was  given 
to  Rev.  Joseph  Fuller  to  settle  with  them  in 
the  ministry,  but  the  call  was  di^clinech 

On  the  2ith  of  A[)ril  lSo(),  the  church  '-vot- 
ed that  the  name  of  tins  church  be  ciiang(.'d 
from    the    Eist  Ciiurch  in   >[arlborougli  to 
the  Union  Churcii  in   Marlborough,  to  cor- 
6^^ 
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rospoiul  with  tho  name  of  thr  Tallinn  S(M'i(  tv, 
with  which  wo  are  co!incct(Ml." 

Ill  rcmoviiiij^  th(^  old  ^Ii^otiiii:  Hon^o,  nud 
erectinir  the  new  one,  some  \rv\  serion^  an^l 
unexpected  (Hliiculti(\s  wen^  enceiinter^Ml.  The 
Meeting  Ilon^e  was  claimed  I)v  the  town,  he- 
Cause  the  town  had  hnilt  it ;  it  was  chiim(*d  In' 
the  pew  hohl(4's,  in  part  at  least,  hecan.se  thev 
had  property  invested  in  it ;  it  wns  also  clainK d 
by  the  Society,  hecanse  they  had  the  contrnl  of 
it.  But  a  law  had  heen  passed  in  April  h^o4, 
abolishing  the  old  method  of  nieetinu:  inini^t(^- 
rial  and  Parish  ex[)enses,  and  estal)li>hinij:  onr 
present  Parish  system,  and  the  ruh:  of  taxation 
for  its  support.  According  to  the  provi^^i<ul3 
of  this  law  it  was  found,  that  tlu^  Ilou-e  now 
belonged  to  the  Parish  and  not  to  the  d\)wn.  and 
that  only  the  pew  holders  had  any  real  claim 
upon  it.  A  C'onnnittee  of  (ii^interf^sted  ])er- 
sons  was  therefore  chos(Mi  to  appraise  the  p(^ws, 
and  the  amount  ot  the  a[)piai^al  of  each  pew 
was  tendered  to  its  own(n'  in  tlu^  piv^enc(^  of 
witnesses.  In  this  nianner,  i\t\vv  a  very  sevf^-e 
strugijfle,  the  Society  lir^uncMl  comphf^  control 
of  the  Meeting  House,  with  tull  lilnaty  to 
repair  or  remove  it  as  they  [)ha-ed.  In  accom- 
plishing this  object,  and  in  erecting  the  new 
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House,  no  one  wa^  j)rc)lKi])lv  so  active^  aiir!  so 
influential,  as  tlie  late  l)ea.  David  dofjdalr. 

Kev.  John  N.  Goodhue  was  the  lirst  pastor 
settled  over  thc^  Union  C'hureh.  Ilr  was  !Ziad- 
uated  at  Andierst  C\)lK':re  in  the  year  l^o'), 
and  was  ordained  jKistor  of  this  C'hureh  May 
4,  188C.  The  order  of  exereises  at  his  ordina- 
tion were  as  foHows :  Introductory  servicos, 
Kev.  j\Ir.  Cross  of  rK)xl)oro' ;  Prayer  !)y  Vo  v. 
Mr.  Long  of  Milford;  Sermon  1)V  llvv.  Hub- 
bard Winsh:)W  of  Boston;  Ordaining  Praxer, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Ilyde  of  U'ayhand  ;  Charire  to  the 
Pastor  by  Rev.  Mr.  Phinney  f)f  W'e-thoro'  : 
Fellowship  of  thie  Churches,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Paine 
of  Holden  ;  Address  to  the  People,  by  Pv  v. 
Mr.  Fav  of  Xorthljoro' :  Conrludinir  Pra}(M-.  l»y 
Rev.  Mr.  Trask  of  Franiinghani.  His  Salary 
was  ^GOO. 

Mr.  Goodhue's  ministry  was  short,  la-rinix 
only  a  little  more  than  three  yc\irs  ;  but  brief 
as  it  was,  it  was  yet  lon^-  enough  to  show  his 
ability  as  a  preacher,  his  faith iidiu^^^  as  a  pas- 
tor, his  usefaln(\^s  as  a  minister'  of  the  Go-pel, 
and  also  to  secure  for  him  an  alfectionate  and 
lasting  remembianci^  in  the  hearts  of  his  peo- 
ple. The  Church  Records  have  tlu^  following 
notice  under  the  date  of  Sepr.  lo,  iSol).  '-At 
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3  o'clock  P.  ^i.,  our  Pa>tor,  \lry.  Jolui  N.  (mhxI- 
hu(%  died  of  t\  plius  t'ovcr,  vAirr  an  illiu^s  of 
three  weeks.  miuistfaxMl  to  ii^.  beluie  and 

after  ordination,  thre  e  years  and  a  lialf.  and  (hed 
beloved  and  larnentfMl,  ai^ed  '29  j  yc  ars."' 

On  the  last  Sabbatli  that  he  i)reaeh(  (!  [o  his 
people,  he  delivered  three  sermons  from  Kccl. 
9:  10:  Whatsoever  thy  hand  fhideth  to  do, 
do  it  with  thy  mig'lit;  for  thcn-e  is  no  work, 
nor  device,  nor  lcnowledg(\  nor  A\  i>d(jnn  in  the 
grave  whither  thou  goest/'  The>e  ^('rmons, 
which  he  preached  with  unusual  earnestness 
and  solemnity,  proved  to  be  his  last  earthly 
labor.  He  retired  from  his  puli)it  to  sicken 
and  die.  The  singular  eneriiv  nnuiifest  in  the 
delivery  of  his  sermons  was  probably  {\u^  first 
stasfes  of  that  feveri.^h  and  fatal  dciiriunn  which 
was  soon  to  settle  down  upon  and  eloud  his 
reason.  Thes(^  discourse's  were  pul)li-licd  afu^r 
his  death,  together  with  a  I'ribuit^ "  to  his 
memory,  which  ai)i)eared  in  the  l]ost()n  Recor- 
der, from  which  the  following  extracts  are 
taken. 

"  As  a  prearhrr.  Mr.  Goodhue  w:is  clear,  \)hAn,  piinprcnt, 
always  encrirctic.  often  very  powertul.  His  vi.  ws  of  di- 
vine truth  were  boM  cind  ori-liuib  hi<  illn-trations  of  (hjc 
trine,  of  which  his  sermons  wltc  fuH,  were  iincoinmonly 
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apt  and  striking,  and  his  application  of  trnth  to  tlie  con- 
sciences of  his  hearers  were  generally  of  that  convincing 
kind  from  which  there  is  no  escape.  Doctrwil  preaching 
was  his  forte.  Strictly  evangollcal,  without  narrowness 
or  iliiberality,  jealous  for  what  he  considered  God's  mes- 
sage to  his  creatures,  unda^mtcd  in  its  advocacy,  impatient 
of  the  pr  'Valence  of  error,  yet  resisting  it  in  the  spirit  of 
a  Christian,  he  deli^^hted  in  going  down  into  the  gospel 
and  bringing  up  from  thence  some  great  neglected  doc- 
trine, and  then  endeavoring  to  wield  it  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

Mr.  Goodhue's  mind  was  emphatically  a  ready  mind. 
'  Semper  parat  is  * — alwcujs  ready — was  his  motto.  Hence 
his  remarkable  in  preaching,  in  prayer,  in  conver- 

sation. His  memory  was  not  merely  uncommon,  it  was 
Vdst,  He  could  remember  the  plans  of  all  the  sermons 
he  ever  wrote,  and  could  repeat  passages  from  his  favorite 
authors,  for  hours,  without  exhaustion. 

As  a  pastor,  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the 
departed.  He  was  always  about  his  Master's  business — 
instant  in  season,  out  of  season — wholly  devoted  to  his 
p  opie.  The  sick,  the  dying,  the  aged,  the  infirm  were 
the  objects  of  his  constant  care.  His  only  error  in  tlie 
pastoral  work  was  that  too  common  error  of  the  youthful 
clvT^y  of  the  present  day,  attempting  to  do  too  much  at 

"  After  preaching  on  the  last  Sabbath,  "  intense  pains 
soon  settled  in  his  head,  and  in  four  days  he  was  placed  on 
a  bed  of  fevered  an'j;uish,  his  reason  clouded  and  at  times 
shrouded  in  delirium.  But  in  all  and  under  all  he  was 
submissive  and  patient  as  a  little  child.  Many  a  sweet 
prayer  he  made  upon  that  bed  of  death,  and  many  a  holy 
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thought  escaped  his  lips.  Much  of  the  time  he  evidently 
thought  him.^eif  in  his  pidpit,  and  would  then  pro^-eed  rep;- 
ularly  through  the  services  of  public  worship,  praying-  for 
every  body,  singing  with  the  choir,  naming  the  text,  and 
delivering  the  sermon  throughout  with  great  accuracy  and 
force.  At  times,  after  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  he  was  heard 
to  say,  '  Come,  Lord  Jesus,  cume  quickly.'  Half  an  hour 
before  his  death,  he  seemed  to  be  in  the  company  of  invis- 
ble  beings,  and  with  great  earnestness  would'  exclaim, 
*  Oh  the  angels,  the  angels  !  '  And  so  he  died  Sept.  loth 
1839,  Aged  29  years.'' 

The  Church  and  Society  erected  a  Moim- 
ment  to  his  memory. 

During  Mr.  Goodhue's  ministry  there  were 
seasons  of  special  reUgious  interest.  In  rhe 
year  18:37,  more  than  torty  were  receivcnJ  to 
this  church,  some  by  letter,  but  by  far  the  hirg- 
est  number  on  profession  of  their  faith.  Many 
of  these  were  converted  throusi^li  the  instru- 
mentality of  Mr.  GoodhucV's  lai)ors. 
H  Oct.  21,  18oG.  ''Voted  that  the  Deacons 
of  tlie  church  should  be  ex  officio  members  of 
the  Examining  Committee." 

"  Voted  that  candidates  for  admission  to  the 
church,  after  having  been  examined  by  the 
Committee  and  ap[)roved  by  thc^m,  shall  be 
proposed  to  the  cliurch  as  soon  as  convenient; 
ana  if  no  objection  is  offered,  they  shall  be 
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publicly  propounded  to' the  church  two  weeks 
previous  to  arlmission,  and  be  vored  into  the 
church  at  the  Preparatory  1  ecture  as  ('hurch 
members,  after  having  assented  to  the  Articles 
of  Faith  and  havin^^  taken  upon  them  the 
Covenant/' 

In  the  year  I806,  a  donation  was  made  to 
this  church  by  Hon.  Job  (joodale  of  B(4iiards- 
ton,  Franklin  County,  who  was  a  native  of  this 
town,  and  formerly  a  member  of  this  church. 
The  bequest  runs  as  follows  : 

I  give,  bequeath  and  devise  to  Jonathan  Hap;:ood, 
Ezekiel  Bruce,  and  David  Goodale.  Deacons  of  tlic  Trini- 
tarian Con,rregalional  Church  in  Mailboroii^-h,  and  to  th-ir 
successors  in  said  office, — the  Temple  Farm  so  called, 
lyin^  in  the  easterly  part  of  said  Maiibor>»ugh,  containing 
about  one  hundred  acres  ;  also  about  six  acres  of  land, 
lying  southwesterly  about  one  hundred  rods  from  the  same, 
which  I  bou2;ht  of  Hcman  Sto^ve :  to  be  held  by  said 
Hapgood,  Bruce,  and  Goodale,  and  their  successors  in  said 
office  of  Deacons  forever. — in  trust  to  and  for  the  use  and 
support,  so  far  as  the  income  of  the  same  will  go,  of  a 
stated,  settled,  Orthodox  nunistor  of  the  Gospel  in  said 
Parish  and  Society.*' 

In  Nov.  183G,  this  farm  was  sold  to  Richard 
Hemenway  of  Framiugliam,  for  S  1(^)0.  The 
church  voted  that  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  of  this  farm  be  kcvt  as  a  fund,  and  that  it 
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be  called  the  "  Goodde  Fundr  The  following 
year,  Deacon  Goodale  offered  to  the  church  a 
deed  of  the  place  which  he  had  bou^^ht  of 
James  Woods,  on  condition  that  he  should 
receive  from  the  church  the  obligations  which 
they  held  aganist  Mr.  Ilemenway  The  church 
"  voted  to  accept  the  offer  and  make  the  ex- 
change, for  tlie  purpose  of  having  a  [Parsonage 
for  our  Pastor."  This  place  was  afterwards 
sohi,  and  the  original  Fund  is  now  invested  in 
the  present  Parsonage.  This,  with  the  Woods 
Fund  before  mentioned,  are  the  only  Funds 
belonging  at  i)resent  to  this  church. 

September  1,  U^oT,  we  have  the  following 
Record.  Our  Pastor  and  Rev.  S.  F.  Buck] in, 
having  been  previously  appointed  a  Committee 
to  revise  the  Church  Covenant  and  By-Laws, 
and  to  prepare  a  copy  of  the  Articles  of  Faith 
for  the  press,  presented  their  Report,  which  was 
accepted  ;  the  Covenant  and  By-Laws  being 
voted  in,  one  by  one,  the  Articles  of  Faith 
having  been  previously  adopted  in  the  same 
way." 

Ihe  Brimsmead  Covenant,  wdth  a  few  verbal 
changes,  had  been  used  from  the  formation  of 
the  church  until  tliis  time ;  but  this  church 
had  no  Articles  of  iaith  until  March  18,  1S3G. 


This  form  of  the  Covenant  and  Articles  of  Faith 
are  still  in  use  at  the  time  this  sketch  closes* 
It  must  not  be  supposed  however,  that,  b  cause 
the  church  had  no  distinct  x\rticles  of  Faith, 
it  had  no  standard  of  doctrinal  belief.  The 
Covenant  refers  to  the  Catechisms  as  the  sys- 
tem of  doctrine  which  the  church  adopted; 
and  all  its  members  bound  themselves  to  in- 
struct their  children  out  of  these  orthodox 
standards. 

The  views  of  this  church  in  reg^ard  to  the 
Reforms  of  the  day,  will  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowmg  Kesoiutions: 

October  28.  1836.  ''Voted  that  in  fiture,  candidates 
for  admission  to  this  Church,  shall  pledge  them.seives  to 
abstain  fruiu  the  use  of  distilled  spirit,  except  as  a  medi- 
cine." This  was  incorporated  into  the  Rules  adupted 
April  1,  18o7. 

February  20,  1810.  ''Resolved,  1st  That  reganling 
Slavery,  in  ail  its  f^r^ns,  and  u:i<ier  all  the  circumstances  ia 
which  it  is  at  this  moment  upheld  and  practised  in  o  ir 
country,  as  a  sin  of  awful  magnitude  in  the  sight  of  God — 
as  in  most  direct  opposition  to  the  precepts  of  our  h:)ly 
religion — as  a  tremendous  obstacle  to  the  spread  of  tho 
Gospel  of  Chvist,  and  as  having  a  dire  t  and  power  ul  ten- 
dency to  corrupt  the  purity,  disturb  the  harmony,  aud 
destroy  the  influence  of  the  Church,  we  will  not  knowing* 
ly  sufFer  a  slaveholding  minister  to  enter  our  I'ulpit,  nor 
a  slaveholding  professor  to  sit  at  our  Communiun  Table." 
7 
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"  Resolved  2d,  That  the  cause  of  the  slave  is  ent'tled  to 
the  sympathies  the  contvibutions  and  the  prayers  (  f  alh 
and  we  hereby  add  the  Massachusetts  Abolitifrn  Society  to 
the  list  of  Benevolent  Societies  to  which  we  have  pledged 
our  countenance  and  support."' 

In  February  1840,  Mr.  J.  Addison  Saxton 
was  invited  to  become  pastor  of  tins  church, 
but  the  invitation  was  declined. 

December  2,  1840,  Mr.  George  E.  Day  of 
New  Haven,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  and 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  connected  with 
that  Institution,  'xzz  ordained  pastor  of  this 

Introductory  Services,  Rev.  Mr.  Cummings 
of  Southboro';  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Hosford,  Sax- 
onville  ;  Sermon,  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon,  New  Haven; 
Consecrating  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Cummings  ; 
Chciige  to  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Brigham,  Fra- 
miiigham;  Fellowship  of  the  Churches,  Rev. 
Mr.  Buckingham,  Miilbury;  Concluding  Pray- 
er, Rev.  E.  P.  Dyer,  Stow ;  Benediction  by  the 
Pastor. 

iMr.  Day  was  dismissed  December  23,  1847, 
to  become  pastor  of  the  Edv/ards  Church,  North- 
ampton. From  that  place  he  was  called  to  a 
Professorship  in  Lane  Theological  Seminary, 
where  he  still  remains.        ,  , 
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llev.  David  L.  Ogdeu  was  installed  pastor  of 
this  church  April  26,  1848.  The  several  |)art3 
of  public  services  were  assigned  by  the  Co\m- 
cil  as  follows : 

Introductory  Services,  Rev  Mr.  Tarbox, 
Framin^ham  ;  Sermon,  Rev.  Mv.  Grifi:gs,  Mill- 
bury;  Installing  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Houghton, 
Norihboro'  ;  Charge  to  ciie  Pastor,  iiev.  Mr. 
Adams,  Berlin;  F<.4h)\vshi[)  of  the  Cliurches, 
Rev.  Mr.  R  iwson,  Southboro'  ;  Address  CO  the 
People,  Rev.  Mr  Day,  Xorthami)ton  ;  Corl elu- 
ding Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke,  Stow  ;  Benedic- 
tion by  the  Pastor. 

Mr.  Ogden  was  dismissed  July  2  5,  1850,  and 
now  resides  in  New  Haven. 

Rev.  George  Deuham,  now  of  Barre,  Mass., 
preached  as  a  Stated  Supply  from  the  l  ist  of 
July  iSoO,  until  the  first  of  April  l80'i 

During  the  summer  of  18") 2,  the  iMeeting 
House  was  tho>*ous;hly  repaired  at  an  exptmse 
of  about  .^lOOO,  and  furnished  with  a  ru^w 
organ.  Ii  was  opened  for  public  service  at  the 
Pre|)aratory  Lecture,  September  17th  On  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  November  lOth,  It  was 
discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  in  a  short  time 
was  entirely  destroyed.  No  satisfactory  expla- 
nation has  ever  been  given  of  the  origin  of  the 
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fire,  but  it  is  geiiera!ly  supposed  to  have  been 
the  woik  of  an  incendiary. 

Measures  were  taken  by  the  Society  duriu^r 
the  succeediug  winter  for  tlie  erection  of  a  new 
House  on  the  same  spot.  It  was  comnu^nced 
in  the  Spring  of  l8o3,  and  completed  in 
August  of  the  same  year,  at  a  cost  of  more 
than  ^10,000. 

Rev.  Levi  A.  Field,  the  present  pastor,  a 
native  of  Leverett,  and  a  graduate  of  .Amherst 
College  and  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary, 
commenced  preachin:^  to  this  Society  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  April  1853.  He  was  ordained  the 
31st  of  August  of  the  same  year,  when  the  new 
church  was  first  opened  for  public  worship; 
the  ordination  and  dedication  being  included  in 
one  service.  The  order  of  public  services  on 
that  occasion  were  as  follou's: 

Introductory  Exerci^^^es.  Rev.  Mr.  Ashley, 
Nortliboro' ;  Dedicatory  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Cady, 
Westboro'  ;  Sermon,  Prof  Austin  Phelj)s,  An- 
dover;  Ordaining  Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Northrop, 
Saxon ville;  Charge  to  tlic  Pastor,  Rev.  ])r. 
Ely,  Monson;  FeUowshi[)  of  the  Churches, 
Rev.  Mr.  Morse,  Brimtic^ld;  Address  to  the 
People,  Rev.  ]Mr.  Bodwell,  Framingliam  ;  Con- 
cluding Prayer,  Rev.  Mr.  Spear,  Sudbury  ; 
Benediction  by  the  Pastor. 
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At  this  point  we  hvin^  this  brief  and  imper- 
fect sketch  to  a  close.  Vv  e  have  followed  nlon^? 
the  course  of  this  history,  sometimes  smooth 
and  sometimes  troubled,  for  a  period  of  almost 
two  hundred  years.  No  friend  of  tlu*  church 
can  fail  to  lament  the  strifes  and  divisions 
which  facts  have  compelled  us  to  recoid  ;  yet 
some  of  these  have  involved  questions  of  prin- 
ciple which  she  felt  compelled  to  maintain,  and 
in  doing  it,  she  has  been  purified  and  strength- 
ened. This  church  has  never  been  distin- 
guished for  any  remarkable  displays  of  the 
agency  of  God's  renewing  and  sanctifying 
Spirit ;  and  yet  there  have  been  all  aloui^^  in 
her  history,  seasons  of  spiritual  refre^hi^ig, 
manifest  tokens  of  divine  favor  and  converting 
grace.  She  has  been  blessed  for  tlie  most  part 
with  a  devoted  and  faithful  ministry,  and  some- 
times with  men  of  preeminent  ability  and 
learning,  and  their  labors  have  been  ov/ned  and 
accepted  of  God.  We  cannot  but  express  the 
hope,  that  those  seasons  of  severe  trial  and  bit- 
ter contention  which  have  marred  her  earlier 
records,  have  forevfu*  passed  away,  and  that 
henceforth  her  course  is  to  lead  over  calmer 
and  smoother  seas.  But  if  in  future  years  she 
shall  be  made  to  pass  through  those  scenes  by 
7* 
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which  God  disciplines  his  children  ;  if  ever  she 
shall  meet  with  losses,  or  even  be  rent  asunder 
in  her  efforts  to  preserve  inviolate  the  purity  of 
her  doctrine  ;  we  can  only  ask  that  she  enjoy 
the  same  Presence,  and  be  led  by  the  same 
powerful  Hand,  which  guided  and  strengthened 
our  fathers. 


APPENDIX. 


The  following  list  embraces  all  the  pastor-  of  this  church, 
-with  the  date  of  tlieir  settlement,  and  also  of  their  dia 
mission  or  decease. 


William  Erimsmead, 
Robert  Breck, 
Benjamin  Kent, 
Aaron  Smith, 
Asa  Packard, 
Syltester  F.  Bucklin, 
Charles  Forbush, 
John  N.  Goodhue, 
George  E.  Day, 
David  L.  Ogden, 
Levi  A.  Field, 


f  Set.  Oct  3.  166(5. 
\  Died,  July  3,  1701. 
(  Set.  Oct.  25.  1704. 
(  Died,  Jan,  6,  1731. 
(  Set.  Oct.  27,  1733. 
(Dis.  Feb  4,  173o. 
(  Set.  June  11,  1740. 
\  Dis.  April  29,  1778. 
(  Set.  March  23,  1785. 
\  Dis.  April  10,  1806. 
i  Set.  Nov.  2,  1808. 
\  Dis.  June  20,  18.;2. 
(  Set.  Aug.  21.  1833. 
(  Dis.  March  26,  1834. 
(  Set.  May  4,  1836. 
(Died,  Sept.  13,  1839. 
(  Set.  Dec.  2d,  1840. 
\  Dis.  Dec.  23,  1847. 
(  Set.  Aprl  26,  18  J3. 
\  Dis.  July  23,  1850. 

[  Set.  Aug.  31,  1853. 


•  The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  held  the 
ofFice  of  deacon  in  this  church,  with  the  date  of  their  elec- 
tion and  decease,  and  also  their  age  so  far  as  is  kno^vn. 
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Edwaud  Rice, 
John  Woods, 
Joseph  Newton, 
James  Woods, 
Caleb  Rlce, 
Thomas  Keyes, 
John  Barnes, 
James  Woods, 

  Stevens, 

Andrew  Rice, 
Joseph  Tayntor, 
Daniel  Barnes, 
Samuel  Stow, 
Simon  Stow, 
Thomas  Howe, 
Samuel  Howe, 
Abner  Goodale, 
Josiah  Howe, 


Elected,   

Died,  Awr.  15,  1752. 
Elected.  Sept,  —  170  L 
Died,  

Elected.  June  1,  1710. 
Died,   

Elected,  Aug.  9,  1716. 
Died,   

Elected,  March  12,  1718. 
Died,  Jan.  5.  1739  aged  72. 
Elected,  June  17,  172G. 
Died,   

Elected,  April  17,  1729. 

Died,   

(  Elected,  May  22,  1741. 

\  Died,   " 

i  Elected,  May  22,  1741. 

\  Died,   

I  Elected,  Oct.  14,  1742. 
(  Died,Jan.  15,1 775,  aged  72, 
{  Elected,  Aug.  18,  1742. 
\  Died,Feb.l9',1764  ag'd  76. 
(  Elected,  May  26,  1762. 
\  Died,Mar.24,1775,ag\i  73. 
i  Fleeted  Oct  17  1770. 
(  Died,  Jan.  12,18 18  ag'd  89. 
j  Elected,  Oct.  17,  1770. 
(  Died,Dec.l6,1795,ag'd  73. 
(  Elected,  March  20,  1776. 
\  Died,  — — 
(  Elected.  July  3,  1794. 
\  Died,July  31,1820.ag*d71. 
(  Elected,  July  3.  1794. 
\  Died,May  16,1823,ag'd68, 

Elected,  Sept.  21,  1796. 

Died,Jan.l5,1827,ag*d78. 
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JoxATirA.N  Hapgood, 


David  Goodale, 


i  Elected,  Oct,  17,  1821. 
\  Died, Apr.l2, 1849, a^^'d  90. 
i  Elected  Sept.  15.  1823, 
(  Died, Oct.17, 1858, ag'dG7. 


EzEKiEL  Bruce, 


Elected,  March  13,  1827. 


William  E,  Tidd, 


(  Elected,  Dec.  16,  1836. 
(Dis.  May  2,  1851. 


William  Stetson, 


I  Elected,  Dec.  1,  1853. 


John  E.  Curtis, 


Elected,  April  5,  1855. 


RuEUs  Howe, 


Elected,  July  2,  1858. 


The  following  list  has  been  furnished  me  as  including 
most,  if  not  all,  of  those  who  originated  in  this  place,  and 
entered  the  ministry. 

David  Barnes,  son  of  Daniel  Barnes,  settled  in  Scituate. 

Benj.  Brigham,  son  of  Bcnj.  Brigham,  settled  in  Fitz- 
william,  N.  H. 

Jonathan  Barnes,  son  of  Jonathan  Barnes,  settled  in 
Hillsborough,  N.  H. 

John  Bruce,  son  of  William  Bruce,  settled  in  Amherst, 


Perley  Howe,  son  of  Simon  Howe,  settled  in  Surrey, 


illiam  B.  Stowe,  son  of  Heman  Stowc,  settled  in 
W"ilmington,  Vt. 

David  Goodale,  son  of  Xathan  Goodale,  settled  in  Hal- 
ifax, N.  H. 

Levi  Brigham,  son  of  Willard  Brigham,  settled  in  Saugus. 
Edward  Warren,  son  of  Thaddeus  Warren,  Missionary 
to  Ceylon. 


N.  H. 


N.  H. 
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Jonathan  Wilkins,  *      

Willard  Bruham,  son  of  Willard  Brijham,  settlei  in 
"Waldsboroui^h.  Vt. 

Waldo  Stevens,  son  of  Temple  Stevens,  settled  in  Mans- 
field. 

Of  most  of  the  persons  contained  in  the  f  regoing  list, 
I  have  no  knowledge.  How  many  of  them  are  now  liv- 
ing, or  where  is  their  present  1  )cati  )n,  I  am  unable  to  say. 
In  many  cases  the  families  are  broken  up  and  scattered, 
and  inf  )rmation  in  regard  to  them  is  very  difficult  to  be 
obtained.  Most  of  them  however  have  long  since  finished 
their  work. 

Two  missionaries  have  originated  in  this  place:  Mr. 
Edward  Warren,  mentioned  above  as  a  missionary  to  Cey- 
lon ;  and  M  ss  Lucy  Goodale,  who  b  jcame  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Thurston,  missionary  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  Mr. 
Warren  sadcd  for  Ceylon  in  1815,  in  company  with 
Messrs.  Meigs,  Richards  Bard  we  11  and  Poor  ;  he  died  in 
August  1818,  at  Cape  Town,  where  he  had  gone  for  his 
health.  ^Irs.  Thurston  sailed  with  her  husbaiid  tor  the 
Sandwich  Islands  in  Oct.  1810,  and  still  survives. 

A  Methodist  Chirch  has  existed  in  this  tov.-n  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  Early  in  the  present  century 
a  Class  was  fjrmed  by  Sir.  Phineas  Sawyer  at  Felton 
ville,  and  meetings  were  held  there  from  that  time  until 
1827,  when  a  church  was  erected  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town.  This  church  was  biirncd  late  in  the  year  1832, 
and  in  the  Autumn  of  1853  their  present  church  in  the 
center  of  the  town  was  opened  for  public  service. 

The  Baptist  Society  commenced  holding  meetings  in 
FeltonviUe  in  1844;  and  in  1851,  their  present  church 
was  erected. 


81 


The  Univrrsalist  Society  commenced  h.-  l-llnz  meetings 
in  1818.  and  ccnt'nued  them  until  tiaC  close  of  18.31. 
Their  Hou^e  of  worship  wis  erected  in  1329. 

Several  of  the  ne^ghljori'^g  towns  were  t  ikcn  from  wliat 
was  formerly  embrace' 1  in  Marlhor.)U-ih,  and  of  co  ;rse 
their  churches  once  had  a  close  connection  with  this 
church. 

Wesstborough — po  called  from  its  including  the  sect 'on 
lying  along  the  w  o'e  Ijiigth  of  the  west  side  of  the  urig- 
inal  town  of  Marlh  to- gh — was  incorp  )rated  Nov.  13, 
1717.  The  church  was  formed  Oct.  28,  1724,  and  on  the 
same  d-iy  [lev.  Ebe;iez  r  Ta  kman,  fieir  first  pastor  was 
ordain,  d.  He  coiiti'iued  to  pe-f^.rm  the  duties  of  the  ])as- 
toral  o-R  'ir.^if  -/r't-  ir  c  -  e-k^  of  his  d.^ath,  which  oc- 
curred ')n  the  Gih  oi  Dec.  I7'i2,  in  the  80th  year  of  his 
and  t  ie  fif:v-(iin'h  of  his  m  nistrv.  Hi  married  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Ro'^Cit  Hieck  ol  Marlb^^rough. 

Nor'hborou;]^h — so  c:i'l?d  Horn  its  embracing  the  north 
part  of  he  to  v  i  of  W  sthoD  i^h — vas  incorporated  Oct. 
20,  17  l  l.  The  :irst  ''h  irch  was  gith?red  in  this  town 
May  2  1,  17  IG.  an  1  o  \  tie  s  L:ne  dav  Rev.  John  Martyn 
was  oraamt-d  h«  fh(>ir  pa<tr.r.  lie  retained  the  pastoral 
offic>^  init  1  A])!il  «U)ih  ITtiT,  whe  i  he  died  after  a  snort 
sickness,  i  i  the  -si-vty  lirst  ye  ir  of  his  a^^e,  and  the  tw  n'y- 
fiist  of  his  miisrry.  Tii '-r  s  ^  o  id  p  istor,  Rex'.  Pjter 
^Vhitney,  was  -r^ia  n -d  X  v.  It  i,  I  707. 

S  nitiio  )r  )u  ;h — >.)  ci4e;l  fr  )  n  its  embracing  the  south 
part  i»f  the  an  i  -nt  unv  )  of  'dail  uj'-  ).igh — vvas  i  icjrpora- 
ted  July  0th,  172  7.    Thj  lirst  chufcii  ums  organic 'd  Oct. 
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24th,  1730,  and  Eev.  Natlian  Stone  was  ordained  their 
first  pastor  on  the  same  day.  He  died  ^day  Olst,  1781,  In 
the  seventy-foarth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fifty- first  of 
his  ministry.  P^ev.  Samuel  Sumner,  the  second  pastor, 
was  settled  June  1st,  1791. 


SERMON, 

PREACHED  Us  MARLBOROUGH,  MASS., 
Nov.    3,  1858, 

•     ,  ...      ■     :      .       '  BY 

KEV.    SYLVESTER   F.  BUCKLIN, 

ON  THE 

FIFTIETH  AXXIYERSAEY 

OF  HIS  OnDIXATION, 
AS  PASTOR  OF  THE  EAST  CIIUECH  IN  THAT  TOWN. 

WITH  AN  APPKNDIX. 


W  0  R  C  E  S  T  E  R  : 
HENRY    J.     HOWL  AND,  PRINTER, 
.1  8  5  9. 


AND  THOU  SHALT  REMEMBER  ALL  THE  WAY  WHICH  THE 
LORD  THY  GOD  LED  THEE.     Deut.  S  :  2. 

The  ways  of  Divine  Providence,  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  world,  are  often  to  us  dark  and 
mysterious.  The  dealings  of  God  w^ith  his 
rational  creatures  are  often  covered  with  a  veil 
too  thick  for  the  dim  eye  of  reason  to  penetrate. 
The  truth  of  this  appears  from  his  treatment 
of  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness. 
No  people  were  ever  visited  with  greater  trials, 
none  ever  experienced  more  signal  deliveran- 
ces, and  both  these  were  designed  to  make  them 
feel  and  acknowledge  their  dependence  on  and 
obliirations  to  God.  lie  led  them  fortv  vears 
in  the  wilderness  by  his  own  hand,  and 
although  their  course  was  indirect  and  circuit- 
ous, notwithstanding  tlieir  many  trials  and  dis- 
couragements, the  mercy  of  God  always  pre- 
dominated. They  were  favored  with  many 
miraculous  evidences  of  the  Lord's  special  pros- 
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ence  with  thenK  and  regard  for  tliem.  "  He 
led  tliem  forth  in  the  right  way,  that  they 
might  go  to  a  city  of  habitation/'  It  was  on 
account  of  that  series  of  blessings  which  fol- 
lowed the  Israelites,  those  miraculous  deliver- 
ances wdiich  they  experienced,  and  trials  they 
endured,  that  Moses  required  them  to  remem- 
ber all  the  way  which  tlie  Lord  had  led  them/* 
He  well  knew  this  v/ould  be  fitted  to  humble 
them  under  a  sense  of  their  sins,  and  to  lead 
them  to  exercise  love,  gratitude,  and  obedi- 
ence. 

The  same  duties  are  required  of  us.  Every 
individual,  and  every  community,  is  required  to 
remember  God's  dealings  with  them. 

To  review  the  past,  to  call  to  remembrance 
the  various  scenes  through  which  we  have  been 
led,  to  see  as  we  may  and  acknowledge  the 
hand  of  God  in  them,  is  both  histructive  and 
profitable.  Days  should  speak,  and  multi- 
tude of  years  should  teach  wisdom.  Consider 
the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  many  generations, 
Avhich  he  commanded  our  fathers,  tluit  they 
should  make  them  known  unto  their  cliildren. 
That  the  generation  to  come  might  know  them; 
that  they  might  set  their  hope  in  God  and  not 
forget  the  works  of  God."     The  blessings  of 
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God's  coinnion  providence,  their  richness,  vari- 
ety, r.nd  im[)ortcince,  added  to  his  special  inter- 
positions in  their  favor  which  all  experience, 
would,  if  properly  noticed,  awaken  gratitude 
in  every  heart,  and  lead  to  a  devout  and  holy 
life.  Under  a  sense  of  these,  David  was 
pressed  with  a  load  of  gratitude,  of  which  he 
could  unburden  himself  only  by  daily  praise. 

Blessed  be  the  1  ord  who  daily  loadeth  us 
with  benefits  ;  even  the  God  of  our  salvation/' 
Es[)ecially  slioukl  those,  whose  days  have  been 
prolonged  beyond  the  ordinary  period  of  hu- 
man life,  who  have  been  carried  safely  through 
all  its  danixers  and  vicissitudes,  carefully  notice 
the  dealings  of  God  with  them,  be  humbled 
under  a  ^ense  of  their  great  deficiencies  in 
duty,  and  incited  to  constant  gratitude  and  love. 

If  we  look  back  fifty  years,  and  contemplate 
the  changes  and  events  which  have  taken  place 
during  liuit  [UMiod,  we  shall  see  much  that  will 
interest  us  as  individuals,  and  as  a  community. 
A\  e  may  gatlier  u[)  many  facts  and  lessons 
which  will  be  useful  to  ourselves  and  to  pos- 
terity. For  this  reason,  I  propose  to  review 
this  p{)rtion  of  my  history,  as  connected  with 
this  Cliurch  and  Society  ;  not  that  there  is  any 
thing  uncommon  or  remarkable  in  it,  but  I  do 
8* 


i  Milit 


it  at  the  special  request,  and  in  deference  to 
the  opinion,  of  tiiose  in  whose  judgment  I  liave 
been  accustomed  to  confide. 

1.  I  commence,  with  my  personal  history. 
And  here  I  would  premise,  that  this  is  one  of 
the  occasions,  in  a  person's  life,  when  he  feels 
justified  in  talking  about  himself.  For  this 
then,  I  shall  make  no  apology.  I  was  born,  in 
the  town  of  Reiioboth,  now  called  Seekonk,  in 
the  south  part  of  this  State.  I  was  the  young- 
est of  nine  cliildren,  eight  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  age  ;  seven  were  over  sixty,  five  over 
seventy,  and  two  over  eighty  years  of  age.  A 
fact  worthy  of  notice  is,  that  no  special  sick- 
ness or  death  occurred  in  this  flimily  for  nearly 
fifty  years.  My  own  age,  is  seventy-four  years 
and  four  months,  and  I  have  never  been  con- 
fined by  sickness  a  day  since  my  remembrance, 
nor  had  occasion  to  consult  a  physician  on 
account  of  my  bodily  health.  "  Through  help 
obtained  of  God,  I  continue  unto  the  present 
day."  I  attribute  my  uninterrupted  health  to 
an  originally  strong  constitution,  an  education 
on  a  farm,  and  to  early  acquired  habits  of  reg- 
ularity and  temperance.  I  have  never  allowed 
my  usual  hours  for  sleep  to  be  interrupted. 
The   Sabbath,  I  have  always  endeavored  to 
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remGmbcr,  and  keep  according  to  its  original 
design.  Besides  being  a  religious  duty,  I  have 
deemed  it  essential  to  health,  as  well  as  to 
temporal  and  spiritual  prosperity.  No  man 
should  expect  to  prosper  who  desecrates  the 
Sabbath,  or  who  knowinidv  violates  the  law^s 
of  his  physical  constitution. 

My  father  died  wdien  I  was  six  years  old. 
I  was  then  placed  under  the  guardianship  of 
my  eldest  brother,  with  whom  I  spent  my  child- 
hood and  youth.  It  was  my  privilege  to  enjoy 
the  instruction  and  example  or  a  pious  mother, 
and  from  my  earliest  recollection,  I  w^as  the 
subject  of  serious  im[)ressions.  These  contin- 
ued until  I  entered  College.  The  gaieties  and 
follies  of  college  life  nearly  effaced  them,  but 
they  returned  at  a  later  period,  and  resulted,  as 
I  humbly  trust,  in  an  entire  consecration  of 
m}  self  to  tlie  service  of  God.  My  early  advan- 
tae:es  for  obtainini>'  an  eckuation  were  limited. 
Living  among  a  sparse  population,  I  could 
attend  school  but  a  few  months  in  a  year.  My 
time  being  occupied  u[)on  a  farm,  I  had  little 
leisure  for  reading  or  study.  But  a  change 
took  place  in  my  situation  which  seemed  entire- 
ly providential.  A  pious  student'^  from  Brown 
*  Ecv.  Lucius  BoIIc3,  D.  D.  '  : 


University,  was  employed  to  instruct  the  dis- 
trict school  where  I  resided.  lie  was  the  first 
person  that  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of  pursu- 
ing: a  course  of  study,  and  throui^h  his  intiu- 
ence  I  w^as  led  to  change  my  pursuits.  Thus 
we  see  that  a  word  may  change  the  course  of 
a  person's  life,  and  even  their  future  destiny. 

A  word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of  gohl  in 
pictures  of  silver."  In  one  year  from  this  time 
I  commenced  the  preparatory  studies,  and  in 
two  and  one  half  years  entered  Brown  Univer- 
sity, and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1805. 

After  leaving  College,  I  taught  school  for  one 
year.  I  was  undecided  as  to  a  profession.  I 
had  an  ardent  desire  for  the  ministry,  but 
shrunk  from  its  responsibilities  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  after  some  months  spent  in  serious  inquiry 
for  the  path  of  duty,  and  earnest  prayer  to  be 
enlightened  and  directed,  that  I  decided  upon 
my  profession,  and  entered  my  name  with  a 
private  instructor.*  After  spending  less  than 
one  year  in  the  study  of  Theology,  I  was 
licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  A  wide  fiekl  of 
labor  now  opened  before  me,  and  I  was  willing 
to  occupy  any  part  of  it.  Some  time  was  spent 
in  gratuitous  ser^ice,  among  my  brethren  in 
*  Rev.  Perez  Forbes,  1).  I).,  L.L.  D.,  of  Eayaham,  :\ras3. 
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the  ministry,  in  preaching  a  few  Sabbaths  as  a 
supply,  and  I  was  then  invited  to  preach  in  this 
place.  My  first  Sabbath  here  was  June  26, 
1808.  The  day  and  the  season  were  delight- 
fully pleasant.  These  hills  and  dales  were 
clothed  in  their  richest  attire.  The  prospect 
from  them,  always  enchanting,  was  now  doubly 
so  to  me.  I  hailed  from  the  sterile  plains  of 
Seekonk,  and  the  contrast  between  that  place 
and  tliis,  was  as  great,  as  between  Mt.  Zion  and 
the  Mts.  of  Gilboa.  After  preaching  eight 
Sabbaths,  I  received  an  almost  unanimous  invi- 
tation from  the  Church  and  Society,  to  become 
their  Pastor.  This  was  unexpected  to  me,  and 
for  several  reasons,  undesirable.  I  wished  for 
a  longer  time  in  which  to  qualify  myself  for 
the  christian  ministry.  Then,  in  many  respects, 
this  was  not  an  inviting  field.  The  previous 
divisions,  contentions,  and  alienations,  which 
had  here  existed,  were  great  discouragements. 
The  Meetins:  House,  which  liad  recent Iv  been 
erected  at  great  expense,  designed  to  accom- 
modate the  whole  town,  was  much  too  large 
for  the  Society,  and  illy  adapted  to  the  comfort 
of  the  speaker,  or  benefit  of  the  hearer.  My 
youth,  inexperience,  and  want  of  mental  resour- 
ces, seemed  to  forbid  my  occupying  so  impor- 
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tant  a  position.  Bat  the  unanimity  which 
existed  in  the  Church  and  Society ;  the  earnest 
solicitude  manifested  ;  and  the  unhappy  result 
which  might  follow  a  refusal  to  settle,  induced 
me  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  on  the  2-lth 
of  September.  November  2,  fifty  years  since, 
I  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  christian 
ministry  in  this  place,  It  was  one  of  our  most 
delightful  autumnal  days,  and  the  Meeting 
House,  for  the  first  and  last  time,  was  filled  with 
attentive  hearers.  The  Ordaining  Council  con- 
sisted of  ten  churches. 

Introductcry  Prayer,  by  Eev.  Jolin  Hill  of  Pveliobotli. 
Sermon,  by  Rev.  Pitt  Clark  of  Xorton. 
Consecrating  Prayer,  by  Rev.  David  Kellogg  of  Fra- 
mingliam. 

Charge  to  tne  Pastor,  by  Rev.  Moses  Adams  of  Acton. 
Fellowship  of  the  Churches,  by  Rev.  Ezra  Ripley  of 
Concord. 

Concluding  Prayer,  by  Rev.  Joel  Foster  of  East  Sudbury. 

The  Sermon,  Charge  and  Right  Hand  of 
Fellowship,  were  published. 

2.  I  would  next  give  some  account  of  the 
religious  state  of  tilings  in  this  Church  and 
Society,  at  the  commencement  of  my  ministry. 
Previous  to  my  settlement,  a  long  and  bitter 
controversy,  had  existed  in  this  place.  The 
Meeting  House,  which  had  been  standing  for 
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more  than  one  hundred  years,  had  become  di- 
lapidated, and  a  new  house  was  needed.  With 
regard  to  this,  there  was  no  diversity  of  opin- 
ion ;  but  when  the  question  arose,  w^here  shall 
the  new  House  be  located,  tliis  could  not  so 
easily  be  decided.  The  old  Cliurch  stood  about 
one  third  of  a  mile  west  of  the  centre  of  travel 
on  the  county  road.  The  majority  of  the  tow^n 
-contended,  that  as  they  and  their  fathers  liad 
for  so  many  years  travelled  west  of  the  centre, 
justice  required  that  the  new  House  should  be 
located  in  the  centre,  as  respected  east  and  west. 
The  West  part  of  the  town  dissented.  They 
were  willinsr  to  come  as  far  east  as  the  old 
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Church,  but  no  farther.  Various  propositions 
were  made  for  a  compromise,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. A  spirit  of  discord  and  dissension  had 
arisen,  and  it  triumphed  over  every  persuasion 
or  argument  that  couid  be  presented. 

In  lW()5,  a  majority  of  the  town  voted  to 
locate  the  new  House  at  Spring  Hill,  where 
this  House  now  stands  ;  a  most  ineligible  spot, 
being  a  complete  ledge  of  rocks,  of  the  kind 
most  difficult  to  remove.  To  obviate  this  objec- 
tion, and  with  the  liope  of  conciliating  the 
West  part,  individuals  came  forward  and 
pledged  themselves  to  prepare  the  spot  in  a 
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suitable  manner  for  the  erection  of  tlie  House, 
in  consideration  of  and  exchange  for  the  old 
Meeting-IIoiisc  Common,  or  the  value  thereof 
in  money.  The  town  accepted  the  proposal  ; 
but  finding  the  Common  could  not  be  sold, 
gave  them  tlie  value  of  it  in  money,  amounting 
to  over  six  hundred  dollars.  The  expense  of 
preparing  the  site  was  estimated  at  nearly  four 
thousand  dollars.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
West  part  of  the  town  persisted  in  their  oppo- 
sition ;  this  resulted  in  the  erection  of  two 
Meeting  Houses  the  following  year,  one  by  the 
tow^n  at  Spring  Hill,  the  other  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  West  part  of  the  town,  as  far  west 
of  the  site  of  the  old  Church  as  Spring  Hill  is 
east.  Both  houses  were  opened  for  public 
worship  on  the  same  day,  April  27,  ISOG.  At 
the  time  of  the  division  of  the  town.  Rev.  Asa 
Packard  was  the  minister.  Soon  after,  he  was 
dismissed,  and  installed  over  the  West  Church 
and  Society. 

■  The  Spring  Hill" Meeting  House  ^\as  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  expensive  then  in  the 
.  country  ;  it  was  said  to  have  cost,  (exclusive  of 
the  expense  of  preparing  the  site,)  at  a  low 
estimate,  twenty-one  thousand  dollars.  No 
expense  was  spared,  to  make  this  an  elegant 
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and  imposing  structure,  as  the  West  part  of 
the  town  were  obhgecl  to  pay  their  fall  propor- 
tion for  its  erection.  Both  houses,  includiug 
the  expenses  of  separation,  amounted  to 
between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  a  tax  which  but  few  towns  in  the 
State  could  well  sustain,  and  proved  the  cause 
of  reducing  a  number  of  respectable,  and  at 
that  time  wealthy  famiUes,  to  straitened  circum- 
stances. Others  have  felt  the  ehects  of  that 
outlay  to  the  present  time.  Much  of  this 
expense  and  animosity  might  have  been  avoid- 
ed, had  wiser  council,  and  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion prevailed.  These  facts  may  be  useful  to 
other  communities.  They  are  instructive  and 
admonitory,  and  wisdom  may  be  learned  from 
the  sufferings  of  others. 

In  consequence  of  the  division  of  the  town, 
an  Ecclesiastical  Council  was  convened,  and 
after  a  session  of  two  days,  they  decided  to- 
divide  the  Church,  and  designated  the  two 
branches,  the  East  and  West  Churches  of  Marl- 
boro'. A  small  majority  of  the  Church  was 
connected  with  the  minority  of  the  Society. 

I  was  settled  over  the  East  Church  as  its  first 
Pastor.  The  Church,  at  this  time,  was  not  in  the 
most  desirable  state.    There  was  but  little  life  or 


1 


1  l.i 


15 
14 


activity  manifested  by  the  members  in  the 
cause  of  Christ.  No  meeting  for  prayer  and 
religious  conference,  as  tar  as  I  could  learn, 
had  been  observed  for  many  years,  except  the 
preparatory  lecture  before  communion, and  pub- 
lic worship  on  the  Sabbath.  This  state  of 
things  had  continued  so  long,  that  there  was 
more  of  the  form,  than  of  the  power  of  godli- 
ness, manifest  in  the  Church.  This  v/as  the 
legitimate  effect  of  the  preaching  they  had 
heard  for  so  long  a  period. 

For  more  than  twenty  years,  the  Church  had 
been  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Asa  Packard, 
an  avowed  Arminian.  And  strange  to  say, 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  great 
dissatisfaction  with  his  ministry ;  and  stranger 
still,  when  we  know  that  all  the  officers,  and 
some  of  the  lay  members,  were  evangelical  in 
sentiment.  They,  doubtless,  were  indoctrina- 
ted in  their  youth,  and  became  pious  and 
devout  persons,  notwithstanding  all  adverse 
influences. 

That  the  most  prominent  and  active  mem- 
bers of  this  Church  were  Orthodox  in  senti- 
ment, appears  from  the  candidates  they  em- 
ployed. The  late  lamented  Payson  commenced 
his  ministry  in  this  place,  and  there  arc  fruits 
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of  it  remaining  to  this  day.  An  invitation 
was  given  to  an  Orthodox  rnan  to  become  their 
Pastor,  which  he  declined.  It  is  trne,  that  a 
majority  of  the  Society  and  a  minority  of  the 
Church  were  opposed  to  Orthodox  preaching. 
A  great  number  of  candidates  preceded  me ; 
those  that  the  Church  would  have  settled,  the 
Society  opposed,  and  vice  versa. 

When  I  was  employed  as  a  candidate,  Prov- 
idence had  laid  aside  by  sickness,  one  of  the 
prominent  members  of  the  Church,  wdio  had 
been  uniformly  opposed  by  the  Society.  lie 
heard  me  preach  only  a  few  times  previous  to 
my  invitation  to  settle,  and  for  prudential  rea- 
sons, took  no  part  in  my  settlement.  I  was 
afterwards  told  by  my  friends,  that  I  owed  my 
call  to  the  sickness  of  this  man. 

From  what  has  been  observed,  it  might  be 
inferred,  that  I  should  have  trials  and  difficul- 
ties to  encounter  in  the  very  outset  of  my  min- 
istry. This  was  not  the  case.  My  trials  were 
not  greater,  than  are  often  experienced  by  my 
brethren  in  the  ministry.  I  endeavored  to 
preach  the  gospel  of  Christ,  as  I  understood  it, 
with  great  plainness  and  simplicity,  and  to 
commend  the  truth  to  every  man's  conscience 
in  the  sight  of  God.''    No  doctrine  or  truth 
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which  ^yas  deemed  essential  to  salvation,  was 
withheld. 

Early  after  my  settlement,  I  established  a 
meeting  for  prayer  and  religious  conference, 
wdiich  was  held  semi-monthly,  at  private  houses 
in  different  parts  of  the  Parish.  This  was  a 
new  measure  in  this  place,  and  was  regarded 
by  some  of  my  people  as  of  doubtful  expedien- 
cy, and  they  were  not  slow  to  tell  me  so.  At 
first  it  created  some  alarm,  and  the  observation 
was  made  by  a  prominent  man,  that  he  would 
rather  a  fatal  epidemic  should  be  introduced 
into  the  Society,  than  religious  meetings  on  a 
week  day.  The  great  argument  urged  against 
them  was,  "  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor  and  do 
all  thy  work."  They  were  continued  however, 
and  when  the  people  found  their  fears  were 
o^roundless,  the  excitement  died  awav.  We 
now  had  a  season  of  peace  and  religious  pros- 
perity, when  the  gospel  was  made  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation,"  and  "  converts  to  right- 
eousness were  multiplied."  Nothing  occurred 
to  interrupt  it,  until  the  controversy  arose 
between  the  Orthodox  and  Unitarians. 

From  the  commencement  of  my  ministry,  I 
held  ministerial  intercourse  with  all  the  Con- 
gregational ministers  in  the  vicinity.  They 
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were,  at  that  time,  considered  evangelical  in 
sentiment.  A  nnmber  of  years  elapsed  before 
any  minister  in  this  vicinity  was  snspected  of 
being  unsound  in  the  faith,  or  of  embracing 
other  than  evangelical  sentiments.  The  con- 
troversy above  alluded  to,  seemed  to  throw  new 
light  upon  the  Churches.  They  were  led  to 
inquire  more  earnestly,  What  is  truth  V — to 
examine  more  thoroughly  the  foundation  upon 
which  they  stood.  The  result  showed  that 
many  of  the  ministers  and  Churches  in  this 
vicinity,  and  through  this  State  especially,  had 
departed  from  the  faitli  of  the  Puritans,  and 
had  embraced  error  in  its  diversified  forms. 
This  led  to  numerous  divisions  and  separa- 
tions* 

As  early  as  ISIS,  a  number  of  individuals 
who  had  never  been  fully  satisfied  with  my  min- 
istry, and  especially  vdtli  my  exchanges  with 
Orthodox  ministers,  withdrew  fi'om  my  society, 
and  with  others  of  similar  views  in  this  and  the 
adjacent  towns,  were  organized  into  a  Univer- 
salist  Society.  In  IS'iJ,  they  built  a  Meeting 
House,  settled  a  minister,  and  for  a  few  years 
flourished  like  a  green  bay  tree.  But  that 
House  has  long  since  bcum  deserted  by  them, 
and  the  Society  disbanded. 
9^ 


3,  I  would  mention  some  obstacles  to  the 
success  of  the  gospel  in  this  place.  The  first 
was  the  size  of  the  Meeting  House,  which  was 
too  large  for  the  whole  town.  Xearly  one-half 
of  the  town  seceded  to  form  the  West  Society ; 
a  small  number  to  form  the  Universalist  Soci- 
ety. The  number  left,  although  respectable, 
appeared  small,  scattered  over  so  large  a  space. 
The  House  was  incommodious  and  unsuitable. 
Its  aspect  was  forbidding — there  was  a  solitari- 
ness pervading  it — a  chilliness  of  atmosphere 
w^hich  might  be  felt  in  mid-summer,  and  which 
sensibly  affected  both  speaker  and  hearer. 
"  Thoughts  that  breathe  and  words  that  burn,'' 
would  freeze  before  they  reached  the  ears  of 
the  audience.  Especially  would  this  be  the 
case  in  mid-winter,  for  this  House  was  never 
warmed  by  either  stove  or  furnace.  These 
were  luxuries  unknown  in  those  days.  Some 
of  my  people  rode  more  than  four  miles  to 
meeting,  and  never  went  to  a  fire  until  they 
returned  home.  Under  such  circumstances, 
could  it  be  expected  that  people  would  be 
greatly  benefitted  by  the  word  preached] 
Would  it  not  be  an  almost  insurmountable 
obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  gospel  in  any 
place  ]  I  considered  it  one  of  the  greatest  with 
which  I  had  to  contend. 
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Another  obstacle  ^yas  the  Half-\^^ay  Cove- 
nant. This  I  found  in  use  wlien  I  came  here, 
and  it  was  probably  introduced  at  an  early  peri- 
od in  the  history  of  this  Church.  Any  person 
of  good  moral  character  might  receive  this 
^  Covenant,  and  have  his  children  baptized. 
Many  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege,  being 
governed,  probably,  more  by  custom,  than  by 
a  sense  of  duty.  It  was  fashionable  to  present 
their  children  for  baptism,  and  would  be  con- 
sidered disixraceful  if  thev  did  not.  True,  there 
were  some  who  had  such  a  sense  of  the  impro- 
priety of  this  practice,  that  they  did  not  wish 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege.  But  on 
those  who  did,  the  effect  was  unfavorable. 
Having  performed  so  much  of  their  duty,  they 
thought  they  miglit  safely  neglect  the  remain- 
der. As  they  had  dedicated  their  chilnren  to 
God,  they  neglected  self-dedication.  Their 
consciences  were  quieted ;  they  felt  at  ease,  and 
would  wrap  themselves  in  a  garment  of  self- 
rifrhteousness.  I  soon  became  convinced  that 
serious  evils  attended  this  practice,  and  exerted 
my  influence  to  abolish  it  Some  were  easily 
dissuaded  from  it ;  others  persisted  for  a  time 
in  what  they  considered  their  duty  and  privi- 
lege.   At  length,  the  Church  Committee  was 
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appointed  to  examine  candidates  for  this  Cov- 
enant, and  tliey  soon  convinced  those  wha 
offered  themselves,  that  there  was  no  Half- Way 
Covenant  between  man  and  man,  much  less 
between  man  and  God. 

There  were  other  obstacles  to  the  success  of 
the  gospel  in  this  place, — such  as  the  laxity  of 
sentiment  and  morals,  which  prevailed. 

To  become  a  christian,  and  to  maintain  a 
consistent  life,  required  more  than  an  ordinary 
measure  of  grace  and  self  denial.  Besides  the 
opposition  which  every  one  finds  in  his  own 
heart,  there  were  here  numerous  other  adverse 
influences,  to  draw  one  away  from  God  and 
duty.    ■  ■  .. 

4.  I  w^ould  speak  of  the  support  of  the  gos- 
pel. The  salary  of  my  predecessor,  Rev.  Asa 
Packard,  was  one  hundred  pounds,  and  twenty 
cords  of  wood,  to  be  paid  annually.  Attliattime, 
every  tax  payer  in  town  was  obliged  by  law,  to 
pay  his  proportion  towards  the  minister's  sup- 
port. Wlien  I  was  settled,  this  was  the  law 
of  the  State,  and  Mr.  Pliineas  Sawyer,  of  Fel- 
tonville,  a  Methodist,  was  the  only  exception. 
After  ]Mr.  Packard  had  been  settled  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  his  salary  had  depreciated  in 
value,  and  the  expenses  of  living  had  increased 
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and  also  his  ftmily,  he  asked  for  an  increase  of 
salary,  which  request  was  not  granted.  The 
request  was  renewed  several  times,  and  as  often 
refused.  The  reason  assigned  for  the  refusal 
was,  the  fear  of  discord  and  division  sliould 
there  be  a  change  in  the  salary.  Soon  after 
this,  the  town  expended  between  thirty  and  forty 
thousand  dollars  for  Meeting  Houses,  and  paid 
eleven  hundred  dollars  annually  for  preaching, — 
and  this  they  did  most  cheerfully.  This  clearly 
shows  what  sacrifices  will  be  made  to  accom- 
plish a  favorite  object ;  what  obstacles  will  be 
overcome  which  at  first  view  seemed  insur- 
mountable. 

In  process  of  time,  tlie  law  of  the  state 
respecting  the  support  of  public  worship  was 
modified  several  times,  and  at  last  abolished. 
The  effect  of  this  may  have  been  unfevorable 
upon  some  feeble  Churches,  but  in  general,  it 
has  operated  favorably.  It  has  led  people  to 
place  a  more  just  estimate  upon  the  value  of 
the  gospel,  and  to  make  greater  sacrifices  for  its 
support.  The  voluntary  principle,  is  undoubt- 
edly th6  true  one,  with  regard  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  worship. 

5.  I  would  next  mention  some  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  Church.    For  several  years  after  my 
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settlement,  there  was  no  committee  for  the 
examination  of  candidates  for  achnission  to  the 
Church.  This  responsibility  rested  solely  with 
the  Pastor.  If  m  his  judgment,  the  applicant 
was  deemed  worthy  of  admission,  he  was  pro- 
pounded ;  a  written  relation  of  his  religious 
experience  was  read  before  the  congregation  ; 
and  after  standing  propounded  two  weeks,  if  no 
objection  was  made,  he  was  received  into  the 
Church.  I  found  the  responsibility  greater 
than  I  wished  to  assume,  and  requested  to  have 
a  committee  from  the  Church  chosen  to  assist 
in  examining  candidates.  Such  a  committee 
was  chosen,  and  from  that  time,  the  Church 
has  dispensed  with  written  relations. 

It  is  believed  that  this  Church  was  or^-anized 
with  a  Covenant  only,  having  no  distinct 
Articles  of  Faith,  and  continued  thus  until  1^37. 
In  that  year  the  Covenant  was  revised,  and 
definite  articles  of  iaith  adopted,  which  have 
been  used  until  the  present  time. 

From  what  has  already  bec^i  said  of  this 
Church  and  Society,  it  might  be  inferred  that 
great  harmony  would  not  prevail  in  cither,  but 
this  would  be  a  wrong  inference.  Although 
there  was  some  diversity  of  sentiment  in  the 
Church,  yet  no  dissatisfaction  was  manifested  on 
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account  of  my  doctrines,  or  with  my  general 
course  of  procedure.  I  had  no  doubt  there 
were  some  in  the  Church  who  did  not  approve 
of  my  doctrines,  but  they  had  the  good  sense  to 
know  that  what  I  preached  was  the  truth,  or 
the  civility  to  be  silent.  Knowing  their  state, 
I  could  say  with  the  Great  Teacher,  I  have 
many  things  to  say  to  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear 
them  now."  I  endeavored  to  lead  those  who 
differed  from  me  in  my  religious  views,  step  by 
step,  into  what  I  considered  the  truth.  And  I 
had  the  satisfaction  to  believe,  that  within  a  few 
years  after  I  came  among  them,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  nearly  all  the  members  of  my  Church 
harmonized  with  me  in  my  views  of  religious 
truth,  and  that  they  cordially  embraced  the 
distinguishing  doctrines  of  the  gospel. 

During  my  ministry  of  twenty-four  years, 
there  were  two  seasons  of  religious  interest ; — 
one  in  1809,  the  other  in  1818.  In  each  of 
those  years,  twenty  nine  persons  were  added  to 
the  Church,  who  greatly  increased  its  strength 
and  influence. 

The  whole  number  admitted  during  my  min- 
istry, was  oue  hundred  twenty  two,  and  the 
number  of  baptisms  four  hundred  and  seven. 
Church  discipline  being  deemed  important,  has 


been  maintaiucd  in  this  Cliurcli,  and  several 
persons  were  excommunicated  during  my  min- 
istry. 

A  Sabbath  Scliool  was  establislied  in  1818, 
and  has  been  continued  to  the  present  time. 
Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  manner 
of  conducting  it,  and  it  has  proved  a  great 
blessing  to  all  connected  with  it.  Nearly  all 
the  accessions  to  the  Church  for  many  years, 
have  been  from  the  Sabbath  School.  Previous 
to  its  formation,  it  was  my  practice  to  meet  the 
children  and  youth  in  the  several  school  districts 
in  the  Parish,  once  a  year,  for  catechetical 
instruction. 

As  early  as  1810,  this  Church  commenced 
contributing  to  benevolent  objects,  and  has  since 
contributed  with  a  good  degree  of  liberality. 
The  Monthly  Concert  was  early  observed. 
Thus  for  more  than  twenty  years,  under  the 
care  of  a  kind  Providence,  nothing  unusual 
occurred  to  interrupt  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  the  Church.  Both  Church  and  Society  ^vere 
greatly  prospered  in  their  secular  interests. 
They  were  -  kept  from  the  pestilence  which 
walketh  in  darkness,  and  from  the  destruction 
that  wasteth  at  noon-day."  Tiie  voice  of  health 
and  rejoicing  was  heard  in  their  habitations. 
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They  could  trnlv  say, God  hatli  not  dealt 
so  with  every  people,  and  as  for  his  judgments 
that  they  had  scarcely  known  them/' 

In  lb'31,  new  measures  were  adopted  by 
many  Churches  for  the  prom(;Lion  of  religion. 
1  refer  to  protracted  meetings.  These  were 
held  in  most  of  the  Evangelical  Churches  in 
this  vicinity,  where  young  men  had  been 
recently  settled.  These,  as  they  were  often 
conducted,  were  regarded  by  some  as  of  doubt- 
ful expediency,  but  by  others  they  w^ere  highly 
approved.  Doubtless,  in  many  instances,  they 
were  productive  of  good;  but  after  years  have 
proved  them  to  be  of  human  rather  than  Divine 
origin.  Thev  were  the  cause  of  brin^^ini''  many 
unconverted  persons  into  the  Church,  of  crea- 
ting uneasiness,  and  of  the  frequent  dismission 
of  ministers.  All  those  in  this  region  who 
were  the  most  favorable  to  protracted  meetiugs, 
were  in  a  few  years  dismissed.  Formerly,  a 
minister  spent  his  days  in  one  place,  with  one 
people;  now,  all  he  can  promise  himself  is,  a 
few  years,  or  even  montiis.         r  ?  -     ■    .      *  • 

During  the  year  lb31,  it  was  suggested  to 
me  by  some  of  my  friends,  that  some  in  this 
Church  wished  for  a  change  in  the  ministry. 
This  was  not  unexpected  to  me,  knowing  as  I 
10 
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did  the  restlessness  wliich  existed  in  many  of 
the  neighboring  Churches.  I  had  long  before 
resolved  that  I  would  never  be  burdensome  to 
my  people,  and  had  learned  from  high  authority, 
that  ''it  is  better  to  leave  off  contention  before 
it  be  meddled  with.''  Accordingly  I  yielded  to 
my  friend's  suggestion,  and  in  April  1832, 
asked  for  a  dismission.  On  the  20th  of  June, 
an  Ecclesiastical  Council  was  convened  and  I 
was  dismissed ;  retaining  all  the  immunities 
and  privileges  of  a  christian  minister.  From 
the  time  I  came  here  as  a  candidate,  to  the 
time  of  my  dismission,  was  just  twenty-four 
years.  During  my  ministry  I  had  no  vacation, 
and  can  reccollect  only  tvvo  instances,  in  which 
I  failed  to  supply  the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath. 

6.  I  proceed  to  gi^'c  some  account  of  the 
dealings  of  God  w^ith  this  people  after  my  dis- 
mission. For  several  months,  they  were  in  a 
divided  and  unsettled  state.  Mr.  Charles  For- 
bush,  received  an  invitation  from  the  Church, 
and  a  minority  of  the  Society,  to  become  their 
Pastor,  May  27th,  Iboo.  In  this  invitation  a 
minority  of  tlie  Church,  and  majority  of  the 
Society,  did  not  concur.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Forbush,  being  unwilling  to  relinrpiish  him^ 
withdrew  from  the  Parish;  assumed  the  name 
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of  The  First  EvaPigelical  Congregational  Society 
in  Marlboro' ;  and  commenced  separate  \vor-" 
ship,  being  excluded  by  law  from  tlie  Meeting 
House.  Mr.  Forbush  was  ordained  Aug.  21, 
1833. 

In  March  1S33,  a  Committee  of  the  First 
Parish  applied  to  me  to  supply  their  pulpit  for 
one  year.  This  I  consented  to  do,  with  the 
hope  that  after  mature  deliberation,  a  reunion 
of  the  Church  and  Societies  would  take  place. 
In  this,  I  was  not  disappointed ;  for  in  less 
than  a  year  a  proposition  was  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  first  Parish  for  a  re-union.  On 
March  12th,  1834:,  a  Council  met  at  the  request 
of  the  two  Societies,  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  dismissing  their  present  Pastor,  Rev.  C. 
Forbush.  The  result  of  this  Council  was  his 
dismission  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month, 
having  remained  here  only  seven  months. 

March  19,  1834,  another  Council  was  con- 
vened at  the  request  of  the  two  Societies, 
together  with  the  members  of  the  Churches 
worshipping  with  eacli,  to  give  advice  and  to 
adjust  the  difficulties  existing  between  them. 
The  result  of  this  Council  was  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  all  diflicultics,  and  the  ])resenta- 
tion  of  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  to  incor- 
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porate  the  two  Societies  into  one, — to  be  called 
the  Union  Society.  The  request  of  the  peti- 
tioners was  granted.  Another  Council  was 
soon  after  called  to  s>ive  advice  and  to  recommend 
terms  of  union  between  the  two  Churches. 
This  w^as  eminently  successful  in  re-uniting 
them  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  fellowshi[).  It 
is  believed  that  nothins^  has  since  occurred  to 
render  the  name  Union  Church  and  Sjciety 
inappropriate. 

In  Oct.  1834,  the  Church  invited  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Fuller  to  become  tlieir  Pastor;  but  he 
returned  a  negative  answer. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Society  voted  to 

take  down  the  large  Meeting  House  and  erect 
a  new  one  on  the  same  site,  of  more  suitable 
dimensions.  This  House  was  dedicated  .^e])t. 
15,  1836.  In  the  same  year,  Mr  John  X, 
Goodhue  received  an  invitation  to  become  Pas- 
tor of  this  Church  and  Society,  and  was 
ordained  as  such.  May  4,  1837.  He  was  re- 
moved  by  death  after  a  ministry  of  three  and 
a  half  years.  His  removal  was  a  heavy  bereave- 
.ment.  INIr.  Goodhue  was  a  man  of  great  prom- 
ise, lie  possessed  a  rai'e  combination  of  those 
traits  of  character,  which  were  calculated  to 
render  him  a  useful  and  successful  minister  of 
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Christ.  He  was  much  endeared  to  his  people, 
and  will  long  be  afiectionately  and  gratefully 
remembered  by  them. 

In  1840,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Saxton  was  invited 
to  settle  in  this  place,  but  declined.  The  same 
year,  Mr.  George  E.  Day  received  a  call  from  this 
Church  and  Society  and  was  ordained  December 
2.  After  a  pastorate  of  seven  years,  he  was  invi- 
ted to  the  Edwards  Church  in  Northampton,  and 
was  dismissed  December  23,  18-17. 

Rev.  David  L.  Ogden  accepted  an  invitation 
to  become  the  Pastor  of  this  people.  He  was 
installed  April  26,  1848,  and  dismissed  July 
23,  1850.  There  were  causes  which  operated 
to  render  his  ministry  unhappy  to  himself  and 
his  people.  He  was  settled  upon  the  injudi- 
cious plan  of  '-six  months  notice."  After  his 
dismission,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  from  August 
1,  1850  to  April  1853  by  Eev.  Geo.  Den- 
ham,  In  1852,  the  Society  voted  to  paint  their 
Meeting  House,  and  make  all  necessary  repairs. 
This  they  did  at  an  expense  of  m.ore  than  one 
thousand  dollars.  When  completed  and  ready 
for  use,  the  House  with  its  Organ,  Clock,  Bell 
and  Books,  was  consumed  by  fire.  This 
occurred  early  in  the  evening  of  November  10, 
1852,  and  whether  accidental  or  occasioned  by 
10* 
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the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  is  unlmown.  ■ 
There  was  only  a  small  insurance  on  the  House. 
This  loss  was  viewed  as  a  great  calamity  by 
some,  and  wuth  despondency,  but  the  JSociety 
soon  resolved  that  the  House  of  the  Lord 
should  be  rebuilt.  They  had  a  mind  to 
work  and  the  commodious  House  in  which 
we  are  now  assembled,  was  erected  the  next 
year,  at  an  expense  exceeding  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  excellent  bell  which  notifies  us  of 
the  hour  of  worship,  was  presented  to  the  Soci- 
ety by  the  late  l)ea.  David  Goodale.  The 
clock  which  adorns  the  gallery  of  the  orches- 
tra, w^as  presented  by  a  member  of  this  Church, 
Nicholson  B.  Proctor,  Esq.,  this  being  the  sec- 
ond gift  of  the  kind  from  the  same  benevolent 
individual.  The  clock  in  the  Vestry  was  giv- 
en  by  I)ea.  Wm.  Stetson.  Both  organs  which 
have  discoursed  sweet  music  to  us,  were  pro- 
cured by  subscri])tions  from  the  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Society. 

On  the  :'.Oth  of  :^Iay  1853,  ^Iv.  Levi  A.  I-ield 
received  an  invitation  to  become  the  Pastor  of 
this  Church  and  Society.  He  gave  an  affirma- 
tive answer,  and  his  Ordination  and  tlie  Dedi- 
cation of  the  Church  took  place,  August  31, 

1853.        :■-  -  ^  ^ 


Thus  it  appears  that  Eev.  Mr.  Field  is  my 
fifth  successor  in  the  ministry  in  this  place. 
Two  of  these  have  long  since  finished  their 
labors  on  earth  and  entered  upon  the  rewards 
of  the  just,  lliis  people  have  been  under  the 
discipline  of  Divine  Providence,  and  joy  and 
sorrow^  have  followed  each  other  in  quiciv 
succession.  They  have  passed  through  many 
trying  scenes  ;  their  fondest  hopes  have  been 
blasted  ;  their  brightest  prospects,  cut  off ;  yet 
they  can  truly  say  that  light  has  arisen  out  of 
darkness,  good  out  of  apparent  evil,  and  that 
events  which  seemed  adverse,  have  been  so 
overruled  by  Divine  Providence  as  to  promote 
their  highest  good. 

7.  Many  improvements  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  period  now  under  review.  When  I 
came  to  this  town  fifty  years  ago,  most  of  the 
houses  were  un painted,  floors  uncarpeted,  and 
rooms  but  dimly  lighted.  Now  we  seldom  see 
a  house  unpainted,  or  an  uncarpeted  floor,  and 
in  some  of  our  dwellings,  the  darkness  of  nigiit 
is  turned  into  day  by  tlie  brilliant  gas-light. 
The  hu<re  fire-place  and  settee  within  it  wliicli 
would  accommodate  one-half  of  the  family, 
have  given  place  to  tlie  neat  grate,  stove,  fur- 
nace, or  steam  apparatus.    Great  improvements 
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have  been  made  in  roads,  carriages,  and  modes 
of  transportation.  The  first  rail-road  in  this 
country  was  built  less  than  fifty  years  since. 
Now  these  roads  are  common  everywhere,  and 
we  have  more  than  enough  in  this  place. 
There  have  been  improvements  made  in  our 
burial  grounds.  A  pleasing  change  has  taken 
place  within  a  few  years,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  a  much  greater  change  in  this  place. 

The  facilities  enjoyed  by  the  youth  of  both 
sexes  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  have 
greatly  increased.  The  systems  of  education 
in  our  common  schools  and  higlier  seminaries 
have  changed.  Female  Seminaries  have  been 
established  within  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
Colleges  have  greatly  increased  within  fifty 
years.  At  the  commencement  of  this  century 
there  were  but  twenty-five,  now  there  are  more 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Colleges  and 
Universities.  We  have  noAV  more  than  forty 
Theological  Institutions,  twelve  Law-Schools, 
and  about  forty  ^ledical  Schools. 

There  have  been  numerous  scientific  discov- 
eries and  inventions  during  the  last  half  cen- 
tury ;  such  as  steam  power,  railway,  and  tele- 
graph. We  have  various  labor-saving  machines 
in  almost  all  kinds  of  business.    These  are  of 
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great  importance  to  tlie  manufacturer,  and  agri- 
culturist, as  one  man  can  perform  the  labor  of 
twenty  or  fifty  men.  v^      .  .  . 

Some  of  our  customs  and  habits  have  im- 
proved. Formerly,  intoxicating^'  liquors  were 
freely  used  by  all  classes  in  the  community. 
They  were  deemed  necessary  and  indispensable 
for  the  laboring  classes,  i  hey  were  used  on 
joyous  and  on  solemn  occasions,  at  all  social 
gatherings  ;  and  it  was  considered  a  breach  of 
hospitality  not  to  present  them  to  our  friends. 
This  practice  has  long  since  ceased  in  all  good 
society,  and  we  wonder  that  it  ever  prevailed. 
It  is  thought  by  many,  that  our  progress  has 
been  retrograde  in  reference  to  family  instruc- 
tion and  government ;  to  obedience  and  respect 
to  parents  and  superiors.  The  change  is  hmien- 
table,  and  should  lead  parents  seriously  to 
inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  departure  from 
the  example  of  our  fathers.  The  Sabbath  is 
not  as  strictly  observed  as  it  formerly  was, 
and  many  now  make  it  a  holiday. 

8.  I  will  next  mention  some  of  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  among  us  during  the 
last  fifty  years.  ''One  generation  passethaway 
and  another  generation  cometh/'  InstabiHty  is 
written  upon  all  terrestrial  objects.    Man  is 
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not  an  exception.  Every  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil at  my  Ordination  has  long  since  passed . 
away.  Few  only  v/ho  witnessed  the  services  of 
that  occasion,  are  among  the  living.  Most  of 
those  who  were  active  in  my  settlement  are 
numbered  with  the  dead.  Only  six  heads  of 
families,  then  married,  are  now  living  among 
us.  Instead  of  the  fathers  are  the  children, 
and  children's  children. 

The  Church  has  not  been  exempt  from  the 
ravages  of  time.  Its  former  officers,  venerable 
for  age  and  for  piety,  are  gone  ;  and  but  one 
who  w^as  a  member^  of  the  Church  when  I 
became  its  Pastor,  remains  to  testify  to  the 
faithfulness  of  her  covenant  God  and  Savior. 
Many  who  have  since  united  with  the  Church 
have  died. 

Death  has  recently  invaded  our  ranks,  and 
called  away  an  honored  officer  of  this  Church. 
Dea.  David  Goodale  was  the  first  person  who 
proposed  this  celebration.  lie  had  important 
facts  to  communicate,  unknown  to  others,  and 
had  his  life  been  spared,  he  would  have  added 
frreatlv  to  the  interest  of  tlie  occasion.  But 
God  required  his  service  m  another  part  of  his 
kingdom.  We  bless  God  that  he  was  spared 
*^rrs.  Sarali  Stowe. 
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so  long  to  his  femily,  and  to  this  Church  and 
Society,  and  that  he  Avas  permitted  to  do  so 
much  for  its  establisliment  and  prosperity. 

The  members  of  The  Marlboro'  Associa- 
tion," with  which  I  w\as  connected,  with  one 
exception,^  have  ceased  from  their  labors. 
Many  who  succeeded  them  have  been  removed 
by  death,  or  have  gone  to  other  fields  of  Labor. 

It  is  believed  that  no  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional minister  in  this  County,  has  been  settled 
in  one  place  fifty  years,  wlio  now  has  the  sole 
charge  of  a  people.  There  are  in  the  State, 
eight  or  nine  Congregational  clergymen,  who 
were  settled  fifty  years  since,  vrho  still  hold  the 
Pastoral  office,  though  in  most  cases  they  have 
colleagues,  and  are  released  from  service.  The 
number  in  New  England  who  have  remained 
half  a  century  in  one  place,  and  are  still  in 
active  service,  is  small.  If  we  look  among  men 
of  other  professions — among  statesmen  who 
have  been  most  distinguished  for  their  useful- 
ness, we  shall  see  that  great  changes  have 
taken  place.  ]\Ien  may  be  exalted  in  station, 
in  honor,  and  trust,  but  death  invades  their 
ranks  and  lays  them  low  in  the  dust.  "  I  have 
said  ye  are  gods,  but  ye  shall  die  like  men." 

*Kev.  JohnB.  Wight,  of  Wayland.         -  *  . 


9.  The  condition  of  our  country  and  some 
important  events  which  have  taken  pkice  within 
the  hist  fifty  years,  demand  a  passiui^:  Tiotiee. 
Our  country  during  this  period  lias  been  un[)ar- 
alleled  in  its  increase  of  wealth  and  numbers  ; 
in  its  progress  in  the  arts  and  sciences ; 
and  in  eftbrts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
race.  Many  benevolent  societies  have  com- 
menced their  operations  during  the  present  cen- 
tury. Successful  efforts  have  been  made  to  carry 
civil,  intellectual,  and  christian  culture,  into 
Asia,  Africa,  and  the  Islands  of  the  sea.  Much 
has  been  done  to  remove  social  and  moral  e^'ils, 
and  to  purify  the  fountains  from  whence  they 
sprang.  Many  philanthropists  have  arisen, 
whose  lives  and  labors  have  been  devoted  to 
human  welfare.  They  have  b(  en  stars  in  the 
moral  firmament,  and  have  shed  their  radiance 
far  and  wide.  Their  names  and  their  deeds 
will  lomx  be  remembered,  and  transmitted  as  a 
rich  legacy  to  posterity. 

Widely  different  has  been  tlic  condition  of 
Europe,  during  the  last  lifty  years.  AMiile  we 
have  enjoyed  almost  uninterrupted  peace  and 
prosperity,  the  old  world  has  been  engaged  in 
war  and  blood-shed.  Nations  hiwc  risen  and 
fallen  ;  empires  have  been  lost  and  won  ;  kings 
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and  emperors  have  been  dethroned  ;  conquest 
has  followed  conquest ;  and  blood  has  flowed 
freely  as  water,  to  gratify  the  ambitious  pur- 
poses of  men.    But  these  revokitions  we  believe 
have  given  an  impulse  to  the  cause  of  liberty  ; — 
have  led  men  to  understand  more  perfectly  their 
rights  and  their  duties.    It  is  only  through 
suffering,  that  nations  as  well  as  individuals, 
are  prepared  for  the  acquisition,  appreciation, 
and  enjoyment  of  the  greatest  blessings.  Bat 
there  are  two  events  which  remain  to  be  men- 
tioned,  which  distinguished  the  year  1858. 
First,  the  x^tlantic  Telegraph.    This  is  the 
greatest  enterprise  of  the  age,  and  promises  the 
happiest  results,  whether  viewed  in  a  commer- 
cial, political,  or  religious  aspect.    Only  a  few 
of  the  benefits  of  this  achievement  can  at  pres- 
ent be  conceived.    God  will  reveal  them  to  us 
in  due  time.    The  other  event  to  which  I  refer, 
is  the  extensive  Kevival  of  Keligion,  which  has 
pervaded  our  land.    This  has  been  most  em- 
phatically a  year  of  the  right  hand  of  The  ^lost 
High — one  of  surpassing  interest  to  the  Church 
and  to  the  world.    God  has  revealed  his  love 
and  powTr  in  glorious  manifestation  as  never 
before  known.    With  no  special  means  em- 
ployed; without  exciting  influences  to  awcxken 
11 
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feeling  ;  tlie  word  of  God  has  gone  furtli  in  the 
silent  majesty  of  truth,  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer. Its  trophies  have  been  multiph  d  all 
Over  the  land,  from  every  chiss,  con(Ution,  and 
character.  'I  he  Spirit  of  God  has  wroui^lit 
these  wonders  of  mercy  and  grace.  To  Him  be 
all  the  praise. 

In  reviewing  the  past,  I  feel  that  I  have 
great  reason  for  gratitude  to  God,  that  my  life 
has  been  prolonged ;  for  the  health  I  Ivdve 
enjoyed,  and  for  other  distinguishing  favors.  I 
feel  grateful  that  I  have  been  permitted  to 
preach  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  as  I  humbly 
trust,  not  wholly  without  effect.  Although  I 
lament  my  many  deficiencies,  I  rejoice  that  I 
have  not  labored  in  vain.  I  review  with  pleas- 
ure the  system  of  doctrines  and  duties  which  I 
preached,  and  believe  them  the  same  which 
were  taught  by  Christ  and  his  apostles.  They 
are  the  only  doctrines  which  God  has  promised 
to  bless  to  the  saving  benefit  of  man.  They 
have  been  increasingly  precious  to  me  since  the 
commencement  of  my  ministry,  and  were  I 
permitted  to  commence  again,  I  should  endeavor 
to  preach  substantially  the  same  truths,  and 
enforce  them  by  tlie  same  motives.  I  rijoice 
that  the  gospel  is  still  preached  in  its  purity 
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and  in  great  faithfulness  in  this  place.  So  may 
it  ever  continue  to  be,  and  become  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation''  to  multitudes  yet  unborn. 

It  has  been  said  (and  with  some  truth  I  fear) 
that  dismissed  ministers  make  the  most  trou- 
blesome parishioners,  It  is  with  satisfaction 
that  I  can  appeal  to  each  of  my  successors  no^y 
living,  to  proA'e  that  there  are  exceptions  to 
this  remark. 

The  intercourse  betw^een  them  and  myself, 
and  between  our  families,  has  always  been  most 
cordial  and  friendly,  and  I  have  endeavored  to 
co-operate  with  them  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
Christ. 

1  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness 
and  respect  shown  by  this  people  to  myself  and 
family;  their  sympathy  in  seasons  of  sorrov/: 
it  has  been  a  balm  for  our  w^ounds,  and  a  cor- 
dial for  our  tears.  It  has  s^reatlv  endeared 
them  and  our  home  to  us,  and  my  heart's  desire 
and  prayer  to  God  is,  that  they  may  be  rewarded 
an  hundred  fold,  and  inherit  everlasting  lire. 

This  Church  aud  people  have  great  occasion 
for  gratitude  to  God.  You  have  not  been  led 
by  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire  by  niglit ; 
but  the  baud  of  Providence  is  cons|)icuous  in 
every  period  of  your  history,  especially  during  the 
last  half  century.    In  that  time  you  have  expe- 


ricnccd  numerous  changes  :  some  joyful,  others 
sorrowful :  you  have  been  tried  with  prosperity, 
and  ^vith  adversity ;  but  all  these  trials  have 
teen  overruled  for  your  good.  God  has  been 
your  Leader  and  Guide.  He  has  led  you  in 
the  right  way.  You  have  been  greatly  blessed 
in  enjoying  the  uninterrupted  ministration  of 
the  gospel  for  so  many  years.  You  and  your 
children,  have  had  opportunity  to  avail  }  our- 
selves of  its  inestimable  blessings. 

Few  persons  have  been  so  highly  iavored : 
few^  have  enjoyed  so  much  external  prosperity. 
This  has  never  been  greater  than  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  Kemember  then  all  the  w^ay  in 
which  the  Lord  has  led  you,  and  let  this  remem- 
brance lead  you  to  the  exercise  of  love,  grati- 
tude, and  obedience. 

To  conclude,  Brethren  and  Friends,  I  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  present  prosperous  con- 
dition ;  on  being  blessed  with  an  efficient  min- 
istry ;  with  the  constant  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  w^ith  other  means  of  spiritual  cul- 
ture;  w^ith  the  success  wdiich  has  attended 
them,  accompanied  by  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  contrast  between  your  pres- 
ent and  former  condition,  is  to  me,  most  strik- 
ing. You  have  not  only  increased  in  numbers, 
but  as  I  believe,  in  spirituality.    Y^ou  are  more 
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deeply  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  truth,  and 
possess  more  as  I  trust  of  the  requisite  qualifi- 
cations for  the  Heavenly  Inheritance.  See  to 
it,  that  you  do  not  forget  the  Author  of  all  your 
blessings ;  that  you  suitably  appreciate  an  J 
wisely  improve  the  price  put  into  your  hands, 
for  getting  wisdom. 

The  years  roll  on  ;  and  with  "us,  they  soon 
pass  away.  How  few  of  those  who  worshipped 
with  us  fifty  years  ago  now  survive,  and  how 
few  now  present  will  live  to  see  the  close  of  this 
century.  Soon,  risen  and  succeeding  genera- 
tions will  tread  upon  our  ashes,  as  we  have  trod- 
den upon  the  ruins  of  departed  years.  Soon 
shall  we  all  pass  away  like  a  dream  and  be  for- 
gotten: soon  Eternity  will  be  present  with  all 
its  realities. 

What  then  is  our  wisdom  1  To  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  God;  to  ''fear  Him  and  keep  His 
commandments."  If  we  receive  instruction 
from  Him  and  obey  Him,  w^e  shall  obtain  the 
great  object  of  life  ;  a  part  in  the  resurrection 
of  the  just;  a  part  which  will  survive  the  rav- 
ages of  Time  and  Death,  and  the  wreck  of 
worlds  ;  and  which  will  secure  for  us  a  dwell- 
ing place  "  in  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 
eartlij  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." 
11* 
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It  will  be  proper  in  this  connection,  to  give  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  this  celebration, 
and  also  of  the  order  of  exercises  on  that  day.  Early  in 
the  year  1858,  the  following  Paper  was  presented  to  Hev. 
Mr.  Bucklin,  signed  by  forty  four  of  the  leading  members 
of  this  Society. 

••Rev.  S.  F.  Bucklix: 

Dear  Sir, — The  second  day  of  November  next,  will 
complete  half  a  century,  since  you  were  ordained  as  pas- 
tor of  this  church  and  people.  Though  a  number  of  years 
have  elapsed  since  you  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
the  ministry,  still  }  ou  have  from  time  to  time  discharged 
the  functions  of  the  sacred  ofB.ce ;  and  occasionally  you 
have  filled  the  place  of  a  pastor  and  teacher  among  us — 
administering  the  sacred  ordinances,  and  mingling  with  us 
in  scenes  of  joy  and  sorrow.  We  are  unwilling  that  an 
anniversary  of  so  much  interest  to  us  and  to  you,  should 
pass  over,  without  some  proper  notice  of  the  event,  and 
without  giving  us  occasion  to  manifest  to  you  our  personal 
regard.  W'c,  therefore,  the  undersigned,  in  accordance 
with  what  we  believe  to  be  the  unanimous  wish  of  this 
Church  and  Society,  invite  you  to  meet  us  on  that  day,  and 
give  us  some  reminiscences  of  the  last  fifty  years,  and 
receive  from  us  some  token  of  affectionate  interest  and 
esteem." 
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Mr.  Bu^^klin  having  signijied  his  willingness  to  comply 
with  their  request,  a  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
Dea.  David   Goodale,   Dca.   William  Stetson,  Stephen 
.Morse,  Esq.,  Mr.  Dwight  Witt,  and  Mr.  Wiiliam  V\  ilson, 
to  make  arrangements  for  celebrating  the  day.    As  the 
annual  State  election  occurred  on  the  second  day  of  the 
month,  the  exercises  of  this  occasion  were  deferred  to  the 
third  day  of  November,  when  a  large  audience  assembled 
from  this  and  the  adjoining  towns,  completely  filling  every 
part  of  the  church.    The  order  of  exercises  on  the  occa- 
sion was  as  follows  :  :     v       i  ,    >.  •  " 
Voluntary  on  the  Organ. 
Singing, — Anthem  for  Easter. 
"  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed.    Hallelujah.'*    ;  -  ;  . 
'   Invocation  and  Reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
By  Rev.  W.  A.  Houghton. 
Singing, — 121st  Psalm  ;3d  pt  ((  hurch  ,Psal.)  Tune,  Lenox. 
*'  To  God  I  lift  mine  eyes.'* 
Prayer, —  By  Rev.  J  C.Webster. 
Singing, — 575  Hymn — Tune,  Confidence. 
**  Thou,  Lord,  thro  igh  every  changing  Scene." 
^           Sermon,— By  Rev.  S  E.  Bucklin. 
Prayer, — By  Rev.  Joseph  Allen,  D.D. 
Singing, — ^685  Hymn — Tune  Old  Hundred. 
"  Eternal  God  !    I  bless  Thy  name.'* 
(The  whole  Congregation  united  in  singing  this  Hymn.) 
Benediction, — By  Rev.  Dr.  Allen. 

At  the  close  of  the  religious  services,  the  congregation 
resumed  their  seats  to  witness  the  following  ceremony. 
The  table  in  front  of  tlic  pulpit  had  been  tastefully  orna- 
mented with  flow^ers,  and  in  the  center  of  it  stood  a  beau- 
tiful Silver  Pitcher,  bearing  the  following  inscription: 
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To 

'  Rev.  Syltestek  F.  Eucklin, 

OrdaiQed  as  Pastor  of  the 
^    First  Church,  and  Society  in  Marlborough, 
Nov.  2d,  1808, 
Presented  by  his  Friends  and  Former  Parishioners, 
as  a  token  of  their  respect  and  aifectioa, 
Nov.  2d,  I808. 

The  Pitcher  was  presented  to  Mr.  Bucklin,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  of  Arran^':;cments,  by  the  pastor 
of  the  Church,  and  in  doing  it,  he  addressed  him  as  follows  : 

Keverend  and  Respected  Sik  : 

Before  we  separate  on  this  occasion,  your  friends 
and  former  parishioners  wish  to  present  you  with  some 
substantial  token  of  their  regard.  The  hours  of  this 
day  will  soon  be  gone.  The  friends  who  have 
gathered  here  to  meet  you  will  return  to  their  homes,  and 
this  season  will  live  only  in  the  memories  of  those  who 
have  shared  its  festivities.  But  we  wish  to  leave  behind 
us  some  more  enduring  memorial  of  the  scenes  of  this 
hour ;  something  that  shall  outlast  the  present,  and  out- 
live the  generation  of  your  early  companions  who  are  so 
rapidly  passing  away  ;  something  that  shall  remain  when 
you  are  gone,  and  be  eloquent  to  those  who  come  after 
you  of  the  respect  and  aiicction  which  greet  you  here 
to-day. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Committee  of  x\rrangements,  that 
I  should  present  to  you  this  testimonial;  and  also  that  I 
should  express  in  their  bcludf  the  sentiments  which  this 
community  feel  towards  you,  and  which  prompt  them  to 
this  act.    And  you  well  know,  Sir,  why  this  duty  devolves 
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on  mc,  and  not  on  another.  You  well  know  that  I  occupy 
a  place  which  another  was  expected  to  fill,  who,  aias,  is 
with  us  no  longer.  It  is  the  only  shadow  which  darkens 
the  gladness  of  this  occasion,  that  he  should  be  absent 
who  had  so  long  anticipated  and  labored  for  it ;  who  had 
known  you  well  for  half  a  century  ;  and  who  was  prepared 
to  speak  of  your  upright  and  consistent  course,  and  your 
claims  to  our  affectionate  regard.  It  was  almost  the  only 
earthly  enterprise  which  he  had  planned  but  was  not  per- 
mitted to  complete  ;  the  thought  of  it  haunted  him  by 
day  and  by  night,  in  health  and  in  sickness  ;  and  it  is 
strange  indeed,  that  he  should  come  so  near  to  this  occa- 
sion which  he  had  so  long  desired  to  see,  and  yet  die  with- 
out the  sight.  But  of  the  sentiments,  or  rememl)rances,  or 
congratulations  which  he  wished  to  express,  we  know  noth- 
ing ;  he  has  died  and  made  no  sign  ;  and  ail  those  treas- 
ured memories  must  be  reserved  for  the  companionship  of 
the  skies. 

It  is  a  pleasant  fact  that  the  mind  so  readily  loses  the 
unpleasant  features  of  the  period  through  which  it  has 
passed.  The  dark  scenes  fade  from  the  memory  and  the 
bright  ones  only  remain.  Those  which  were  full  of  dis- 
couragem.ent  and  per{)lexity,  will  brij,hten  with  the  lapse 
of  time,  and  finally  appear  serene  and  peaceful  amid  the 
gathering  mists  of  years.  And  it  is  our  wish  to  recall  only 
such  scenes  as  you  would  love  to  remember  ;  to  bury  eve- 
rything which  might  seem  unpleasant  or  unfriendly  ;  to 
bridge  over  every  chasm  which  may  have  been  created ; 
and  to  link  back  this  day,  to  the  second  day  of  November 
of  half  a  century  ago.  There  are  some  things,  Sir,  which 
we  cannot  change.  We  cannot  bring  back  the  friends  of  your 
youth.    We  cannot  remove  the  impress  which  years  have 
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left  upon  your  frame  We  cannot  effaco  the  inscriptions 
which  time  has  written  upon  your  f  u-oheatl.  We  cannot 
chani:ce  the  silver  light  of  those  grey  hairs  which  are 
whitening  into  a  crown  of  glory.  But  wo  can  gather 
around  you  with  words  of  curchal  wchome  which  will 
make  your  heart  feel  youn^  again,  and  which  wdl  bring 
back  into  your  thoughts  the  pleasant  memories  of  buried 
years. 

We  extend  to  you,  Sir,  o'lr  kindest  and  warmest  wel- 
come. We  congratulate  you  on  the  signs  of  affectionate 
regard,  which  are  manifest  around  y  )u.  We  bless  God 
that  he  has  spared  your  life  to  see  this  day  Only  a  few 
live  to  the  close  of  half  a  century  of  ministerial  service  ; 
and  fewer  still,  after  having  retired  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry,  are  met  with 
so  many  tokens  of  affection  as  meet  you  on  this  occasion. 
We  all  know  how  liable  a  minister,  in  leaving  his  profes- 
sion, is,  to  sink  in  the  estimation  of  the  community  at 
large.  But  your  course,  I  rejoice  t  )  say,  has  been  such  as 
to  command  the  respect  of  all  classes.  You  have  always 
been  a  peace-maker  ;  you  have  ever  sought  t.)  promote  the 
best  interests  of  this  church  and  people;  you  have  always 
been  a  pastor  to  these  families  whenever  they  needed  your 
assistance;  you  have  shared  their  joys,  sympathized  in 
their  sorrows,  and  in  times  of  sore  bereavement,  your  heart 
'has  gone  down  with  them  into  the  graves  of  their  dead. 
And  your  successors  in  the  ministry  have  always  found  in 
you  a  firm  friend  and  an  active  assistant,  and  some  of  us 
have  found  you  a  father  in  co'insel  and  in  kindness;  hut 
never  have  we  had  reason  to  feel  that  you  sought  to  injure 
our  influence  or  counteract  our  usefulness. 

We  bless  God  therefore,  not  only  for  the  fruits  of  your 
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active  ministry,  but  also  f)rthe  cliristian  example  of  your 
retired  ministry.  I  kno^v  whereof  I  affirm  in  these  state- 
ments, and  r  rejoice  to  bear  this  testimony  which  is  just 
and  true.  This  case  deserves  to  be  held  in  honorable  and 
lasting  remembrance,  as  one  instance,  where  a  retired  min- 
ister has  not  only  retained,  but  has  increased  and  deep- 
ened the  respect  and  atiection  of  his  people.  Your  course, 
Sir,  has  been  a  living  witness  for  the  cause  of  ('hrist  and 
will  not  soon  be  forgo Uen.  And  we  rejoice  that  we  are 
permitted  this  day  to  give  you  the  pleasing  evidence 
that  we  appreciate  the  nobleness  and  consistency  of  your 
life. 

And  not  you  Sir,  only,  do  we  welcome  on  this  occasion 
of  rejoicing.  \o'i  come  not  here  alone.  We  rejoice  that 
she  too  is  spared  to  see  this  day — the  companion  of  almost 
half  a  century, — the  sharer  of  your  joys,  your  trials,  and 
your  hopes, — she,  who  has  borne  by  your  side  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  day.  and  vrhose  presence  as  wife  and  mother 
has  cheered  your  home  so  long.  U  e  welcome  you  both 
to  this  season  of  social  gladness  and  festivity.  The  fathers 
and  the  mothers ;  the  grey  haired  sires  and  the  little  chil- 
dren; the  young  men  and  maidens,  rise  up  to  greet  you 
and  to  welcome  you  here. 

You  will  see  here  only  a  fesv  of  those  faces  which  you 
looked  upon  fifty  years  ag'^.  Instead  of  the  fathers,  are 
the  children.  Here  and  there  is  one  wh;)se  silver  locks 
remind  us  of  three-score  years  and  ten,  and  perhaps  ibur- 
score  years  :  but  almost  thewh  jle  generation  has  passed 
away,  and  now  they  sleep  by  the  so])ulchres  (^f  their  fath- 
ers. Those,  who  then  piesiJcd  over  these  ho-iseholds  and 
welcomed  you  to  their  firesides,  have  le:t  their  names  and 
their  places  to  those  on  whom  you  set  the  seal  of  the  Cov- 
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enant  in  their  infant  years.  You  have  stood  by  the  dyini^ 
beds  of  these  fathers  and  mothers  ;  your  prayer^  and  words 
of  coQSolation  have  strcn;^thened  their  faith  and  hope; 
you  have  followed  them  down  into  the  valley  of  death,  and 
have  caught  the  last  farewell  from  those  now  sahitcd  lips. 
No,  Sir,  these  families  do  not  remain  the  same  unbroken 
groups  as  yo  '  fo  md  them;  and  it  is  for  your  sym- 
pathy in  their  trials,  for  the  kindness  with  which  you  stayed 
the  trembling  steps  of  aged  parents  as  they  went  down  to 
the  grave,  that  the  chiliren  now  rise  up  and  bless  you 

And  your  own  beloved  family  circle  has  not  been  passed 
over.  The  darkness  of  the  shadow  of  death  has  rested 
upon  your  hoiiseholi,  and  left  there  the  traces  of  loss  and 
sorrow.  As  I  recall  that  catalogue  of  names  so  familiar 
to  your  ear,  and  so  deeply  engraven  on  your  memory,  I 
find  that  they  are  not  all  here  ;  no,  not  all.  As  you  gather 
that  group  around  you  to-day,  to  give  them  a  father's  bene- 
diction ;  you  wiil  hnd  some  vacant  seats,  some  silent  voices, 
some  haunting  remembrances  of  vanished  forms,  which 
come  no  more  to  greet  you.  No,  Sir,  you  are  not  all 
here  ;  you  never  can  bo  all  here  again  ;  you  must  hence- 
forth rema'na  broken  band,  a  divided  family,  until  you  all 
rest  side  by  side  with  yonder  generations  of  sleeping  dust. 

But  time  is  passing,  and  I  may  not  linger.  This  testi- 
monial, whijh  we  desire  to  present  you,  we  hope  will  be 
acceptable  of  itself,  and  still  more  acceptable  from  th  e 
feelings  which  go  with  it.  It  has  not  been  obtained  by  a 
few  liberal  contribtitlous,  but  by  the  individual  gifts  of  a 
large  number.  I  speak  not  therefore  for  the  few,  but 
for  the  many  ;  the  whule  community  feels  an  interest  in  it ; 
it  is  the  united  and  unanimous  expression  of  this  whole 
people,  of  the  manner  in  which  they  respect  and  cherish 
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you.  It  is  fall  of  their  warmest  wislics  and  earnest 
prayers  for  your  future  welfare,  and  the  fondest  hopes  that 
your  life  may  be  continued  yet  long  among  us  in  the  beau- 
ty and  freshness  of  a  green  old  age.  And  tlnally,  when 
the  silver  cord  sh-dl  be  loosed  and  the  golden  bowl  shall 
be  broken ;  when  the  pitcher  shall  be  broken  at  the  foun- 
tain, and  the  wheel  be  broken  at  the  cistern, — may  it  come 
upon  you  so  gently,  that  you  shall  go  down  to  your  rest 
like  a  shock  of  corn  fully  ripe  in  its  season,  and  ripe  too 
for  the  rewards  and  the  glories  of  eternal  life  beyond. 

In  the  name  then  of  these  your  friends  and  former 
parishioners,  I  now  present  you  this  testimonial  of  their 
sincere  and  affectionate  regard.  Eeceive  it,  Sir,  I  entreat 
you,  as  a  freewill  offering  of  our  hearts — as  only  a  feeble 
expression  of  the  respect  we  so  deeply  feel.  Let  it  always 
be  present  at  your  family  gatherings  ;  let  it  ever  adorn 
your  festive  board ;  let  it  gladden  all  the  scenes  of  your 
future  rejoicing  ;  and  let  it  go  down  to  your  children,  and 
to  your  children's  children,  as  a  token  of  the  respect  and 
affection  which  we  cherish  for  their  father. 

Mr.  Bucklin,  in  receiving  the  Pitcher,  made  the  follow- 
ing response : 

Permit  me,  Dear  Sir,  through  you,  to  express  to  my 
friends  my  obligations  for  this  unexpected  testimonial  of 
their  friendship  and  respect.  They  need  not  be  told  that  this 
day  is  one  of  deep  and  tender  interest  to  me  ;  that  it  brings 
fresh  to  my  recollection  events  that  have  transpired  since 
my  residence  among  them — various  scenes  of  joy  and  sor- 
row in  which  we  have  mutually  participated — when  we 
have  rejoiced  with  those  who  rejoice,  and  wept  with  those 
who  wept.    And,  Sir,  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  mc  to 
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know,  tliat  some  of  my  early  friends  still  remember  me, 
and  are  disposed  to  cast  the  mantle  of  charity  over  my 
many  imperfections,  and  to  speak  words  of  affection  and 
kindness  concerning  me  ;  and  that  later  friends  have  aris- 
en, taking  the  phices  of  those  who  have  passed  away,  who 
are  disposed  to  manifest  the  same  friendly  feelings. 

Nothing  eartlily  gives  such  a  charm  to  life,  such  a  solace 
and  support  under  trials,  as  to  know  that  we  enjoy  the 
affection  and  confi  lence  of  those  among  ^vhom  we  dwell. 
During  the  years  of  my  ministry,  I  enjoyed  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  an  affectionate  people.  But  alas  !  most  of 
them  have  been  called  away.  And  now,  after  a  quarter  of 
a  century  had  elapsed  since  my  pastoral  relation  to  this 
people  had  been  dissolved,  and  I  had  mingled  with  them 
in  the  Ci)mTnon  transactions  of  life,  that  those  who  remain, 
in  connection  with  a  new  generation  that  have  grown  up, 
should  unite  to  make  me  this  freewill  offering,  you  may 
well  suppose  is  truly  gratifying.  It  is  gratifying  to  know, 
that  this  is  not  the  act  of  an  individual,  nor  of  a  few 
special  friends, — but  that  it  is  the  act  of  earlier  and  later 
friends,  of  those  within  and  those  without  this  So- 
ciety. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  most  cordially  thank  you  for 
this  testimonial  of  respect.  I  would  assure  you  that  I 
appreciate  it  for  its  intrinsic  worth  ;  but  especially  as  a 
token  of  affectionate  and  grateful  remembrance.  Of  this, 
then,  it  shall  ever  be  a  memento  to  myself  and  to  my  wife, 
to  my  children  and  lo  my  children's  children.  And  now 
my  friends,  may  wc  all  fill  up  life  with  duty  and  fidelity  in 
our  several  stations,  tliat  we  may  all  be  so  unspeakably 
happy  as  to  be  gathered  to  our  Father  in  peace,  and  with 
the  joyful  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality. 
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I  wisli  also  to  acknowledge  on  this  occasion  the  recep- 
tion of  another  testimonial  of  kind  remembrance.  This 
beautiful  Cane  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  rne  by  ]Mr.  John  B.  Clark  and  Brothers  of  "Wor- 
cester, as  a  token  of  their  personal  regard.  This  gift  I 
esteem  very  highly,  because  it  comes  from  the  descendents 
of  pious  ancestors  who  were  members  of  my  Church  ;  who 
were  bright  examples  of  piety,  and  whom  I  always  regarded 
as  my  personal  friends.  The  name  of  Clark  will  long 
continue  to  be  a  cherished  name  in  this  community.  And 
I  shall  not  soon  forget,  that  your  sainted  Mother  on  her 
dying  bed  gave  me  a  testimonial  of  her  personal  regard, 
by  constituting  me  a  life  member  of  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant benevolent  Societies. 

Gentlemen,  please  accept  my  cordial  thanks  for  this  most 
appropriate  gift — a  staff  for  me  to  lean  upon  in  my  old 
age.  Permit  me  to  express  a  desire  that  you  may  walk  in 
the  footsteps  of  honored  and  pious  ancestors ;  that  the 
graces  and  virtues  which  adorned  their  characters  may  be 
copied  into  your  own  ;  and  that  you  may  become  followers 
of  those  w^ho  through  faith  and  patience,  have  gone  to 
inherit  the  promises. 

At  the  close  of  these  exercises,  the  congregation  were 
all  invited  to  repair  to  the  vestries  of  the  church,  and  partake 
of  a  collation.  ,  This  was  provided  by  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  who  manifested  both  their  taste  and 
liberality  in  the  arrangement  and  supply  of  the  tables. 
The  social  interview  whicli  followed  was  a  delightful  fea- 
ture of  the  occasion.  Opportunity  was  given  for  the 
rencvv-al  of  friendships,  which  had  been  partially  suspended 
by  the  separation  of  many  years.    And  it  was  interesting 


to  %yitiiess  tlie  greetings  exchanged  between  foriner  com- 
panions after  years  of  absence  ;  betvreen  tlie  revered  Pastor 
and  bis  many  friends  ^vho  bad  assembled  from  tliis  and 
neigbboring  towns  to  meet  and  rejoice  with  bim.  Every 
person  seemed  to  enter  into  tbe  spirit  of  tbe  occasion  ; 
and  every  countenance,  from  tbe  oldest  to  tbe  youngest, 
was  beaming  with  gbadness.  This  part  of  tbe  exercises 
was  interspersed  witb  excellent  singing,  and  %vitb  interest- 
ing addresses,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Allen,  Rev.  Mr.  Webster,  Rev. 
Mr.  Houghton,  and  also  by  R.ev.  Messrs.  Alger,  Day,  o.nd 
Wakefield — pastors  of  the  diifercnt  churches  in  this  town. 
After  several  hours  spent  in  this  manner,  the  large  assembly 
gradually  dispersed,  and  thus  closed  the  celebration  of  this 
Fiftieth  Anniversary.  And  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that 
this  church  has  not  for  many  years,  if  ever,  witnessed  a 
more  interesting  occasion.  The  event  reflects  honor  alike 
on  the  respected  former  Pastor,  and  on  the  people  who  so 
freely  and  generously  ofiercd  to  him  these  tokens  of  their 
regard. 


